
        
            
                
            
        

    
Aidemir Monastery “Mary's Shroud”

Region: Ruse


Location: The Monastery is located at app. 1-2 km southwest of the village of Aidemir and 2-3 km northeast of  the 
village of Srebarna, Silistra region, at the border of Srebarna wildlife reserve.
History and general info:
 Aidemir's Women Convent “Mary's Shroud” is built in 1996 with the patronage of 
Bishop Genadiy, who granted funds for the construction of the temple, after regaining back the Monastery land 
ownership. The church walls were decorated in October 2001, for only 2 months as a result of the hard work of 4 
senior students attending thesis project. Inside of the church you can see 12 saints' portraits (from ancient 
Durostorum, city of Silistra now) and the relics of one of them – St Tesius. Further feature of the church is its 
collection of glass vessels from different places around the world, in different sizes with pretty crafted crucifixions 
inside. Today in the Aidemir Monastery resides abbes Yoanna and her assistant mate. The Monastery courtyard is 
exceptionally beautiful and well maintained flower garden, with pavilion in it, beckoning for rest exhausted 
travelers.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.

Transport: On asphalt road about 1 km, diverting from the main Ruse - Silistra road. The detour is between 
Srebarna and Aidemir villages.

Contact phones: 0887/ 700233


Aladzha Monastery “Holy Trinity”

Region: Varna


Location: Aladzha rock Monastery is located only a few kilometers south of Riviera Holiday Club and Golden 
Sands sea resorts and is also a part of Golden Sands natural park. The distance to the city of Varna is 16 km.
History and general info:
 Deriving from Turkish – Aladzha, means colourful, motley. Aladzha Monastery is a rock 
medieval cloister, established in 11-12 century, when ascetic monks first began to settle there. Various archeologic 
artefacts found there – coins, pottery fragments suggest that the Monastery caves were inhabited since the Early 
Byzantine era. In the times of the Second Bulgarian Empire - under the hesychasm* influence, the rock cloister is 
flourishing. The monastery begins to fade in the first or middle ages of the Ottoman rule. This Monastery is being 
mentioned in Victor Teplyakov - a russian author's „Letters from Bulgaria“ (1832). In 19th century the brothers 
Hermenegild and Karel Shkorpils conduct studies and in 1912 the Monastery is declared for being a national 
historical monument and in 1957 –a monument of culture. The current structure of the cloister is not the same as the 
original because of land slides and shrinkages. Nowadays it does not function as a monastery but is turned into a
museum and a culture treasure monument. The rock remains indicate about 20 premises and 3 churches, situated on 
two levels, connected to each other by stairs, carved in the rocky walls.

The most comprehensive church hall – the Monastery church, is situated on the second floor and allmost all of it is 
being carved inside the rock.

Two more chapels in Aladzha Monastery are located in the bottom ends of each of the floors. 
There is a group of caves west of the Monastery that is called “The Catacombs”. They are named by the brothers 
Karel and Hermine Shkorpil. Pottery fragments and Emperor Justinian I's coins (527-565 y.) discovered there, as 
well as parts of metal censer – give a reason to assume that “The Catacombs” were inhabited since 4-6 century.

*Hesychasm (from Greek: συχασµός, from συχία, means peace, quiet, solitude) is a mystical movement in 
Orthodox Christianity, stating that with intense prayer and self absorbtion, the believing person can attain union 
with God.

Accommodation and food: There is no accommodation available in Aladzha Monastery. However, there is a wide 
choice of lodgings in the nearby resorts of Golden Sands and St. St. Konstantin and Elena.  

Transport: The Aladzha rock Monastery can be reached easily from Varna and Golden Sands by car or bus 
with distance from the bus stop at only a five-minute walk. 

Contact phones: 052/ 35 54 60


Alexandria Monastery “St. Prophet Ilia”

Region: Varna


Location: The Alexandria Monastery “St. Prophet Ilia” is located within the neighbourhood of the village of 
Alexandria, about 10 km away from the town of Krushari and 40 km to the north of the city of Dobrich.
History and general info:
 There are historical records indicating that on the site of today's Alexandria Monastery 
there was another monastery dedicated to St. Prophet Iliya, which was destroyed by the Turks. An wooden tekke 
was erected on its place, which today no longer exists. The reconstruction of the Alexandria Monastery began in 
2004 with the blessing of Metropolitan Kiril. Donations helped raising the temple “Saint Profet Iliya”. The area is 
famous for its healing spring, believed to cure different diseases. Alexandria Monastery is functioning now. Its vast
courtyard is surrounded by stone wall and the newly built chapel “St. Profet Iliya” is in it. People from different 
religion often gather there celebrating together.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.
Transport: 
By car one can reach the Monastery taking the road to the town of Krushari. From there, it takes 
another 10km to get to the monastery: the cloister lies in north direction on the way to the village of Alexandria. 
A short dirty road leads from the village of Alexandria straight to the Monastery.



Arapovo Monastery “St. Nedelya”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: 
Arapovo Monastery is found close to the village of Zlatovrah (old name - Arapovo), at 10 km away 
from town of Asenovgrad and 30 km away from City of Plovdiv. It is located in the fields, outspreading before 
the north Rhodope mountain slopes.

History and general info:
 Arapovo Monastery is established in the middle of the 19th century close to ancient 
holy spring. Construction of the monastery compound began in 1856, following invitation of craftsmen from 
Rhodope mountain's village of Yugovo, lead by Stoyan Uzunov (Gudevski). In 1859 in the monastery were 
established a church bindery and a  contemporary Bulgarian school with about one hundred pupils. The 
Monastery was an arena of fights with greek phanariots, and abbot Gervasiy Levkiiski even established a secret 
revolutionary committee. Later in 1868 a priest school was established in the Monastery as well.
One of the most famous icons in the Monastery is the one of “St. Mary”, considered to be miraculous. It can be 
seen on the right from the left entrance. It is painted in such style that her eyes always follow the worshippers. 
With the assistance of Voivode /A revolutionary leader/ Angel (1812 – 1862/65) was constructed a tower, now 
being called „The Tower of Angel Voivode”. During 1871-1872 the Arapovo monastery was a refuge for Vasil 
Levski. It is well known that one of the painters of the temple - painter George Danchov was his fateful 
associate. In the Russo - Turskish Libertation War (1877-1878), the monastery was burned down by the 
retrieving Turkish troops, but later on completely reconstructed.

The monastery experienced severe damage in the big Chirpan earthquake in 1928, but later was restored.

Accommodation and food:
 Food is not offered, but the monastery offers several rooms that are rented out to 
visitors. The rooms are not luxurious and the bathroom is shared. Yet they are often fully rented out for big 
Christian holidays so booking beforehand is recommended.

Transport: 
The monastery is easy to reach from Asenovgrad by following the road to the town of Parvomay. 
Shortly after leaving Asenovgrad, one need to take a signed asphalt off-road to the right that leads to the 
monastery.

Contact phones: 0886/ 796577 


Arbanassi Monastery “Virgin Mary”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo


Location: The Arbanassi Мonastery “Virgin Mary” is located in the front of the Arbanassi village, about 6 km away 
from Veliko Tarnovo city. On the end village there is another Мonastery – “St. Nikola”.
History and general info:
 The Arbanassi Мonastery was established during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. 
Following the fall of the old Bulgarian capital Tarnovo in 1393, the monastery was destroyed by the Turks. In 1680 
the Мonastery was reconstructed and then the present church was built. At that time was raised and the chapel “St. 
Iliya”, which wall frescoes still remain. Probably the Мonastery was a part of Kamenetz fortress of ruler Ivanko 
from the Assenevtsi dinasty. The Мonastery remains prosperous during the first centuries of the Ottoman rule, but 
under the attacks of The Kardzhalimen /robbers/ begins to fade.

Nowadays the Arbanassi Women Convent ”St. Mary” is functioning. The oldest building in the monastery is the 
church “Assumption”, built in 1680. It is single nave construction with no dome and with semi-cylindrical vault. It 
consists of nave*, hall (women's section) and a chapel – “Holy Trinity” in the north side. The frescoes are in two 
layers. The murals in the nave date from 17th century with depicted images of saints, story pictures of holydays, 
sufferings, etc. At the entrance to the women's section there is a painting of the holiday scene Assumption. In the 
Arbanassi church is stored the miraculous icon “St Virgin Mary Three-handed” /Troeruchitsa/, which is silver 
overlaid and dates from 18th century. In 1762 the church and the chapel are again renovated and embellished with 
frescoes.

* Nave - Naos(Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

Accommodation and food:
 The Мonastery does not offer accommodation or food. Instead, one can take 
advantage of the plenty of hotels, rooms to let and restaurants of the holiday city of Arbanasi.


Transport: 
One can reach the Мonastery easily by car, following the road signs from Veliko Tarnovo to Arbanasi, 
on the main road to Gorna Oryahovitsa. The road that leads to the Мonastery is at the very entrance of the village. 
The entire road from Veliko Tarnovo to the Мonastery is a good asphalt one.

Contact phones: 062/ 25670; 0887/ 546331 


Bachkovo Monastery “Virgin Mary”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: 
Bachkovo Monastery is located in the village Bachkovo, about 7 km south of Asengovrad in Chaya river 
valley (the valley of the Chepelare River) and 25 km south of Plovdiv in the foothills of the majestic Rhodope 
Mountain.

History and general info:
 Bachkovо Stauropegial* Monastery „Virgin Mary” is the second big bulgarian cloister 
after Rilа Monastery. The Monastery is found in 1083 by the Georgian Grigoriy Bakuriani, who was head of the 
west army of the Byzantine Emperor Aleksiy I Komnin and his brother Abaziy Bakuriani. The founder ordered a 
composition of monastery statute / Typikon / which is still alive in copies in Greek and Georgian languages. It lays 
down rule that the state and orthodox authorities, even the Metropolitan of Philippopolis /Plovdiv/, does not have 
rights to interfere in the cloister's function (Chapter 3) and the access to it is forbidden for greek monks (Chapter 24). 
Bachkovo Monastery evolves as a settlement of Georgian monkhood. In the end of XI century there opens an 
educational school, known in the sources as Petritzonian – name, that origins from the first name of the nearby 
fortress Petrich. In 1344 the Byzantine Empress Anna Savoyska granted to tsar Ivan-Alexander Stanimashka 
region. The Bulgarian ruler renovated the monastery and was proclaimed for its founder. The Monastery stays 
within Bulgarian country land until 1364, when the ottomans conquered it. After the fall of Tarnovo kingdom in 
1393, patriarch Evtimiy was exiled there and his relics remained there until 19th century.

In the end of 16th and the beginning of 17th century the Bachkovo Monastery was reconstructed and during that 
period the south wing was built and the present church “Virgin Marry” also. Thanks to the funding of Cholakovi 
brothers in the 30s and 40s years of 19th century the Monastery compound was expanded with buildings in the south 
courtyard and the church “St. Nikolas” with frescoes by the outstanding Bulgarian artist Zahari Zograf.
In 19th century Bachkovo Monastery was the most important clerical center in the region and on 08.12.1894, under 
the claim of the monks inhabiting it, it passed under authority of the Bulgarian Exarchate. There is the grave of 
Exarch Stephen, first acknowledged chairman of the revived independent Bulgarian Orthodox Church, as well as 
Patriarch Kiril – first Bulgarian Patriarch after Evtimiy Tyrnovskiy.

The present monastery temple in the Bachkovo Monastery “Virgin Mary” was built in 1604 on the foundation of the 
first bakurian church (Georgian Orthodox) after the pattern of Mount Athos triconchal temples. The iconostatis 
origins from the beginning of the 17th century and is one of the oldest on bulgarian soil. The church was decorated in 
1643, but in 1850 the frescoes in the lower part of the temple were renovated by Mosko Odrinchanin, covering the 
oldest paintings from 17th century.

In the temple of the Bachkovo Monastery there is a miraculous icon of Virgin Mary Tenderness. It was a gift from 
two georgian travellers – Atanasiy and Okrapir in 1311.

two georgian travellers – Atanasiy and Okrapir in 1311.


13th century and “St. Nikola”, built in the period between 1834-1837.

* Stauropegial - directly subordinated to the Patriarch 


Accommodation and food:
 The Bachkovo Monastery has long welcomed visitors and accommodated those 
wishing to stay there for the night. It has a large capacity of more than 200 beds but booking is recommended for the 
summer season. As mentioned above, restaurants and pubs are abound in the neighbourhood of the Monastery.

Transport: 
The Monastery lies on the main road connecting Asenovgrad and Smolyan. The Monastery is reached a
couple of kilometers after one leaves behind the village of Bachkovo (which also lies on the main road) and cannot 
be missed for all the advertisement signs, stalls and tourist crowds there.

Contact phones: 03327/ 277  


Bakadzhik Monastery “St. Spas”

Region: Bourgas


Location: 
Bakadzhik Monastery “St. Spas” is located above the city of Yambol, on the north slope of the first peak 
on Bakadzhik mountains. One can reach the Monastery taking the east road from Yambol and after about 10 km 
takes right turn for the Bakadzhik mountains. The Monastery steps on the left side of the road.
History and general info: The Bakadzhik Monastery St. Spas was built after the Russian – Turkish Liberation War 
(1877-1878) on the place of a destroyed during the April Uprising older monastery. In the beginning of 1879 
General Skobelev Jr discussed with citizens of Yambol his ideas of erecting a temple in memorial of the Russian 
armies. They decided to construct a chapel on the first peak of the Bakadzhik hills (part of Sredna Gora mountains). 
After retreat of the Russian troops, General Skobelev Jr grants the future temple with Gospel and engraved cross 
and soon the construction was completed by people from Yambol with funding of both bulgarians and russians. The 
iconostasis was crafted by russian monks, and was transported in parts and later assembled on site. Banners and 
icons were brought from Kyiv-Pechorsk Lavra. In 1884 in the presence of the Russian ambassador in Eastern 
Rumelia, Sorokin, and many guests, the temple is officially open.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.

Transport: The Monastery can be reached by car, taking east from the town of Yambol and after about a 10kmdrive, turning right to the Bakadzhik area. The Monastery lies on the very asphalt road to the left.


Balsha Monastery “St. Teodor Stratilat”

Region: Sofia


Location: The Balsha Monastery is  located in the foothills of the Western Balkan Mountains north of Sofia.
History and general info:
 It is supposed  that there was a Monastery since 12th century. At first it was men's with 
app. 500 monks, later – women's with about 20 nuns. Around the Monastery there are many shrines in honour of St. 
Theodore Stratilat and St. Virgin Mary. He was part of the Little Mount Athos. The beginning of the Monastery ends 
in local myths.

In 1977 Mrs Tinka Krasteva noticed remains of the ruined Monastery and began the mission for its resurrection, 
later joined by Father George. The church was reconstructed first and then were built dwellings for the monks. On 
June 8th 2003 (the temple festival), the church and the newly built residence building were consecrated by Patriarch 
Maxim.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.
Transport: 
The Balsha Мonastery can be reached by car if one crosses the Sofia Circular Road following the way 
to the village of Mramor. After passing through Mramor, one needs to turn right to the village of Dobroslavtsi. 
Another turn right follows from the centre of Dobroslavtsi. After a circular crossroad is reached (within some 100m. 
after the last turn), one needs to take the road to the village of Balsha. Several kilometers after leaving the village of 
Dobroslavtsi, a dirty road starts to the right and leads straight to the Monastery. The Monastery itself is easily seen in 
the distance.
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Basarbovo Monastery ”St. Dimitrii of Basarbovo”





Region: Ruse


Location: The Monastery is located in the valley of the river Rusenski Lom, close to the village of Basarabovo and 
at 10 km from the city of Ruse.
History and general info:
 The Monastery dates back to the period of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom (XII-XIV
century), but for the first time its name was mentioned in the Ottoman tax register of 1431. The most famous 
inhabitant of the Monastery was born 1685y. in nearby village of  Basarbovo - St. Dimitriy Besarbovski who spent 
his entire life here. He has been mentioned by Father Paisiy Hilendarski in his “Slav-Bulgarian History” book. After 
his death, the monk was buried in the village church, but during the Ruso-Turkish War of 1768-1774y. his relics 
were conveyed by general. Ivan P. Saltykov in Bucharest and placed first in the metropolitan and today in the 
patriarchal church "St. St. Konstantin and Elena".

In 1911. the archaeologist Karel Shkorpil visited Basarbovo Monastery and described it in details. In 1937 in the 
Monastery settled the monk Hrisant who began its renovation. Bassarbovo Monastery is the only one active and 
functioning rock Monastery in Bulgaria. The path leading to the Monastery goes through beautifully landscaped 
garden and reaches a well dug by Father Dimitriy.

At the foot of the cliffs there are two premises in the cave and a dining hall, built in 1956. From there 48 stairs lead to 
a rock platform, where is the niche in which according to the legend, St. Dimitriy used to retrieve for sleep. In the 
right is the rock church with wooden carved iconostasis, crafted in 1941. Next to it, there is a big icon of the saint, 
depicted in full height, surrounded by ten scenes from his lifetime with inscriptions in Romanian /Cyrillic/ and 
Greek languages. Another stone staircase leads to a natural cave, in which is buried monk Hrisant. The cave serves 
as an ossuary and is arranged with a museum collection. In 1978 the Monastery was announced for an 
archaeological cultural monument of local importance.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.

Transport: The Monastery is located in the valley of the river Rusenski Lom, close to the village of  Basarabovo 
and at 10 km from the city of Ruse.

Contact phones: 082/ 800 765 ; 0887/ 197 293 
 


Batkun Monastery “St. St. Peter and Paul”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: 
The Мonastery is within the territory of Pazardzhik clerical district and is located on the northern slopes 
of the hill Karkariya – from the Batak part of the Rhodopes mountain. It is at a distance of 1.5 km from the former 
village of Baktun which today is a part of Patalenitsa village and 12 km southwest of the city of Pazardzhik, close to 
the ruins of ancient city Baktunion.

History and general info:
 There is no precise date of the foundation of the Monastery but, it is believed that it is 
established somewhere in XII-XIV century. In 1657 and then in 1774 the Monastery was burned by the Turks and it 
is assumed that it is one of the 33 destroyed monasteries during the times of the forced conversion to Islam of parts 
of the Bulgarian Christian population in the Rhodopes Mountains, described by priest named Metodi Draginov.
In 18th century in the Monastery were conducted clerical and educational activities and there was even a small 
church school with 15 pupils. In 19th century the Batkun Monastery was reconstructed, and in 1870 was raised the 
present church. In 1872 the Monastery was visited by Vassil Levski. For some time in 1876 there used to live and 
create art the Renaissance painter Stanislav Dospevski. During his stay, he painted four icons: "Mary," "Christ," 
"Ubros", "Cosmas and Damian" and two portraits: a monk and his sister. Today Batkun Monastery is functioning, 
but without monks and it is a complex of church, residential and farm buildings. Batkun Monastery also has a 
chapel, dedicated to "St. Cosmas and Damian" built in 1854., which is not active now. The present church was built 
in 1870 and is a one-nave*, single apse**, no dome building, with nave and hall. It is tiled with travertine and next to 
the western facade there is attached a beautiful belfry. The carved iconostasis in the temple was crafted in 1809 and 
contains icons of “St Peter and Pavel”, “Holy Mary Guide”, "Christ Almighty,", "John the Baptist" and "St. 
Demetrius on horseback." In the courtyard grows one of the oldest vines in Bulgaria.

* Nave - Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.
Transport: 
The monastery is within the territory of Pazardzhik clerical district and is located on the northern slopes 
of the hill Karkariya – from the Batak part of the Rhodopes mountain. It is at a distance of 1.5 km from the former 
village of Baktun which today is a part of Patalenitza village and 12 km southwest of the city of Pazardzhik, close to 
the ruins of ancient city Baktunion.

Contact phones: 03516/ 31 41


Batoshevo Monastery “Assumption of Mary”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo


Location: The Batoshevo Monastery lies several kilometers above the village of Batoshevo, which in turn is 
situated about 10 km to the south of the town of Sevlievo, on the bank of the Rositsa river.
History and general info:
 The Monastery is found during the rule of tsar Michael II Asen (1246-1256) by the 
Bulgarian Patriarch and was functioning as a Stauropegial Monastery, exempt from taxes, and under direct 
authority of the patriarch. During the Ottoman rule the Monastery became desolate. According to the chronicle 
book of Batoshevo Monastery in 1809 monk named Isai settled on site of the destroyed temple and began 
reconstruction initiative. His deed was crowned with success and supported by the local population in 1836 was 
built the church “Assumption of Mary" as well as part of the dwellings. 

The Monastery church was built in 1836 under the guidance of master Konstantin from the town of Peshtera. It is 
with three naves*, single apse**, two conchas***, indoor and outdoor porch and with three domes. In 1869 at the 
time of abbot Sevastian they started decorating the Batoshevo church, but it was not finished. Only the west loft, 
north portico and some other parts of the interior were frescoed. The murals were decorated by an excellent 
representative of the Tryavna arts school – Tsanyu Zahariev. Part of the paintwall scenes copy the frescoes from the 
Troyan monastery – “Doomsday”, “Apocalypse”, “The Circle of life”. The wooden carved iconostasis in the church 
, which is recognized with great artistic qualities, was crafted by the masters Nikola Mateev and his son Yonko from 
Novo Selo village and was finished in 1849. The first abbot of the Monastery is Hadzhi Makariy from the city of 
Troyan. The Monastery soon evolves into a famous religious school, even Bacho Kiro spent 2 years in learning 
behind the Monastery walls. Here studied Father Matei Preobrazhenski – Mitkaloto also.

The monks participated in the preparation of the April Uprising in Sevlievo region, where used to reside Bacho Kiro 
Petrov and Angel Kanchev. Part of Monastery dwellings were burned down in the suppression of the revolt and are 
restored immediately after the Liberation. The Monastery was restored by the National Institute for Monuments of 
Culture in 1970, but nowadays needs major repair.

In the year of rebellion 1876, the Monastery was burned, but not long after the Liberation of Ottoman rule was again 
restored. Today the Monastery "Assumption of Mary" is functioning and is announced for a monument of culture.

* Nave - Naos(Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

*** Conch - (from Latin “concha”- clam, shell) means a semicircular niche, which is situated on the north and south 
temple walls of the cross dome (triconchal) Byzantine and Romanesque churches.

Accommodation and food: The Monastery offers accommodation, food should be brought by the visitors 
themselves.
Transport: 
A good asphalt road leads to the Monastery from the village of Batoshevo – the distance is 2-3 
kilometers. The village of Batoshevo lies on a decent-quality road connecting the town of Sevlievo and the town of 
Apriltsi.



Batulia Monastery “St. Nicholas”

Region: Sofia


Location: Located on the shore of Batuliyska river and next to the village of Batulia, around 30 km to the north of 
Sofia.
History and general info:
 The Monastery was built in 1913 (which can be seen from the memorial tablet on the 
inn's wall) during the government of Exarch Yosif and the Sofia metropolitan Parteniy. Nowadays father Stefan – a 
knowledgeable and convincing churchman, takes care for the Monastery and the region. He tries to be close to the 
people, with the people and for the people through God.  The Monastery complex consists of a church, two 
electrified and water supplied dwelling houses, a stone fountain and a belfry tower. The church, caring the name of 
St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, has a single nave and apse, without a dome. The church's yard is dominated from an 
impressive vertical rock – the end of the Staroplaninski hill, upon which the monastery was built.

Accommodation and food: The Monastery can accommodate a small group of people
Transport: 
The Monastery is reached by car or on foot from the village of Batulia, as it lies about 1km. away from 
the village. Even if there are no signs leading to the Monastery, it is relatively easy to find the way. One needs to take 
the middle (stone-paved) road when he/she reaches a large white antifascist monument in the village and after a 
while turn left at the only bifurcation of the road. The road is dirty, but in a good condition and easy to pass with any 
car.

Contact phones: 0716/ 4 21 22, 0889/  727 689, 0898/ 769 338
 


Belashtitsa Monastery “St. George the Victorious”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: 
The Monastery is located around 12 km to the south of Plovdiv, near the village of Belashtitsa, in the area 
of Western Rhodopes. 

History and general info: The Byzantine military commander Nikifor Ksifiy – governer of Filipopolis, builds the 
Monastery in 1020. As Filipopolis' governor from 1018, he has a contribution to the defeat over Tsar Samuil in 
1014, in the battle near Belasitsa mountain (Macedonia). Emperor Vasiliy II gave to Nikifor Kifiy as a gift 15 000 
captives from Samuil's worriers, which were taken as prisoners. Later on these captives were the ones, who founded 
the village of Belasitsa, which afterwards they called Belashtitsa. 

To the south of the village there are remains from Nikifor Ksifiy's fortress. Next to his castle, Ksifiy builded the 
Monastery and dedicated it after St. George the Victorious. 

In 1364 the Belashtitsa Monastery was devastated from the Ottomans, but was recovered during the 18th century. In 
1878, during the last battles from the Russo-Turkish war, the Monastery is burned. After the Liberation, it is 
recovered, but remains under the management of Constantinople Patriarchy until 1906. 

Next to the Belashtitsa Monastery is the Chinarite area, where grows the thickest tree in Bulgaria – a plane tree, 
which steams' circumference is 13,7 meters.  

Accommodation and food: As the Monastery is pretty close to Plovdiv, one can spend the night in the city. One can 
have food in the village, too.
Transport: 
The Monastery is easy to reach by car or by bus that can be taken from the Rhodopi bus station in 
Plovdiv and it does not take much time to get there. It lies on the road to Tsar Kaloyan and Sitovo that passes through 
the village of Branipole.

Contact phones: 03100 / 236; 0899 / 811334


Bilintsi Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Bilintsi Monastery “St. Archangel Michael” is located some 16km. to the northwest of the town of 
Breznik, Pernik district. It is situated at the foot of the Tsrancha ridge of the small Zaval Mountain, about a kilometer 
to the northeast of the village of Bilintsi.

History and general info:
 It was built in the 16th century and was renewed in the 19th century. During the 17th and 
18th century the Monastery has a big cultural influence and connections with Russian and Athos Monasteries, and 
in the end of 18th century a church school was founded in it. 

The Monastery is a complex of a church and abandoned dwelling houses and farm buildings. The church is with 
following sizes - 13,20m х 3,90m х 4,25m and has a single nave and apse*, without a dome. It has a narthex**, 
merged with the central part and one northern entrance. In the church there are preserved valuable murals from the 
17th century. The Monastery is а cultural monument. Currently it functions periodically. 

* Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

* Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.

Transport: The Monastery can be reached down a dirty road that starts from the village of Bilintsi. The second part 
of the road is hard to pass by a car, however, it passes through a beautiful forest and is nice for a short walk.


Bistritsa Monastery “St. St. Joachim and Anna”

Region: Sofia


Location: The Bistritsa Мonastery "St. St. Joachim and Anna" is located at about 2 km to the south-east of the 
village of Bistritsa, in the Mali glen area of Vitosha mountain.
History and general info:
 Before the Мonastery was built in the 19th-20th century, at this place there was anther 
Monastery – “St. Peter”, which was destroyed from the Turks during the 14th century. The construction of the 
existing Bistritsa Monastery begins in 1925, and the present church is consecrated in 1950. The dwelling houses are 
built between 1965 and 1977. Currently, the Monastery functions constantly and is a complex from a single nave* 
and apse**, a dome, inner and outer narthex, dwelling houses and farm buildings. The church is built over a 
necropolis, and below the nave there is a preserved ancient tomb (from IVth – beginning of Vth centuty). One can go 
down to the tomb by stone stairs, from the side of the narthex***.

* Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

***Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

Accommodation and food: food, nor accommodation is offered
Transport: 
The Мonastery can be reached by car – there is an asphalt road, which turns aside on the left from the 
road Bistritsa – Zheleznitsa at 2 km after Bistritsa, then on foot through a card road and a short path, starting from the 
village cemetery in south-east direction.



Bistritsa Monastery “St. Petka”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Bistritsa Monastery “St. Petka” is located on the hill northwest from the village of Bistritsa, in the 
foot of Vitosha Mountain. It is situated in an area, known as “Manastircheto”, “Manastirishte” or also “Kalugerovi 
livadi”.

History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded in the 10th century, but like the most Bulgarian 
Monasteries, it was destroyed in the end of the 14th century during the Turkish invasion. It was recovered after the 
Liberation and a small church was built, which existed until 1951. The present church “St. Ilia” is built in 1956. The 
Monastery complex consists from the “St. Ilia” church, which has a belfry tower and next to it – an old fountain. 
There are a couple of dwelling houses in the Monastery. 

Nowadays, the Monastery is not functioning and no clerical life is led in it. On holidays, it is served from priests 
from the nearby villages (quarters of Sofia). 

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered

Transport: If you travel by car from Sofia, you need to turn right before reaching the Bistritsa centre and then climb 
up the Vitosha hills in that direction for another 2-3km.


Boboshevo Monastery “St. Dimitar”

Region: Sofia


Location: The Monastery is located on the east side of peak Boboshevski Ruen (1134 m), on a ridge of  Vlachina, 
about 3 km northwest from Boboshevo. 
History and general info:
 The Monastery is built in the 10th century above the village of Skrino. Joan Rilski starts 
his monastic way from here. The Monastery was destroyed during the Ottoman rule, but was rebuilt during the reign 
of Sultan Bayazid II (1481 - 1512), but not in its original location, and the southeast - over Boboshevo. Today, from 
the Monastery has survived only the church that is fully restored. The complex consists of a church and dwelling 
houses, which are located at about 500 meters northeast. The church has a single nave* with a semi-cylindrical 
vault, gable roof and a small narthex. It is an architectural and artistic monument of culture of national importance. 
The church is named after “Saint Dimitar”, known also as Martyr Dimitar the Wonderworker - Orthodox saint born 
in Thessaloniki in the III century.

Currently, the Boboshevo monastery is not functioning.

* Nave - Naos(Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered

Transport: The Boboshevo Monastery can be reached by road E79, as the exit for the monastery is for Boboshevo 
or Tsarvishte village.
 


Botevgrad Monastery “The Nativity of Mother of God”
(Zelin
Monastery) 

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Zelin Monastery “The Nativity of Mother of God”, also known as Botevgrad or Orhanie Monastery, 
is situated in the resort area of Zelin near the town of Botevgrad, some 2.5 km to the southeast of the town. The 
Monastery is one of few Bulgarian Monasteries that lies in the field and not in the mountains.

History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded in the 14th century, but was renewed in 1926. It consists of 
a church and several small buildings. The church was built in 1926 and was consecrated in the same year by Bishop 
Kyrill Maxim. The church does not have icons, but has a beautiful iconostasis. At the entrance of the church there is 
a marble slab from which it is clear that here was situated Zelin village whose inhabitants moved to a newly created 
village in the 18th century. This village grew to  present city of  Botevgrad.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered
Transport: 
The Monastery can be reached down an asphalt road to the Zelin area that should be taken from the 
center of Botevgrad, in southern direction. Signs are not to be found, so it is recommended that local people are 
asked for the right way.

Contact phones: 0888/ 278797  
 


Botevo Monastery “St. Marina”

Region: Varna


Location: The Botevo Monastery is located near the village of Botevo, 30 km on the south of Dobrich and 35 km on 
the north of Varna.
History and general info:
 The Monastery was built in the mid-19th  century in an area with a healing spring, which 
was owned by a Turkish bey. He had intended to build a Palace of the place, but during the excavations he found a 
cross with the inscription "St. Marina". The bey sold the place to grandfather Letcho of Botevo, who in turn gave it 
as a gift to the future monastery. In 1844 were built a chapel and two baths near the spring. After September 9, 1944, 
Botevo Monastery was abandoned, but in the recent years has been restored and renovated. This is done with the 
financial support of Varna and Veliki Preslav Metropolitan Kiril  and Petrov family from Varna. 

In addition, four rooms for pilgrims and a kitchen for them were built. The traditional fair of Marin day that was 
celebrated in this place since the 19th century, was also revived.

Accommodation and food:One can overnight in Botevo Monastery, but must talk beforehand this with the abbot.

Transport: The exit for Botevo Monastery is on the main rod from Varna to Dobrich, as 6-7 km before the village of 
Stozher, there is a left turn for the villages Kurmovo and Botevo. 

Contact phones: 0899/ 919 409; 0889/ 923 574


Boyana Monastery “St. Pantaleymon”

Region: Sofia


Location: The picturesque Monastery is located at the foot of Vitosha mountain, in the western part of Sofia – 
Boyana I, very close to the Boyana Residence.
History and general info:
 Boyana Monastery was built in 1259 when Tsar Kaloyan made a new two-storey church, 
which later became a Monastery and monks settled there. In the church, a Boyana master painted scenes with the 
images of St. John of Rila, St. Petka and St. Nedelya. One can see also images of Tsar Constantine - Asen and his 
wife Irina.

The church itself is divided into two parts - the first is a small building with a cruciform dome, built in the late 10th 
century. The second is a two-storey church with a tomb, built in the mid 13th century. The lower floor was the tomb 
of the donors and the top is a mixed chapel.

In 1854, the Russian Slavonic scholar and professor Victor Grigorovich found in the monastery the Boyana 
Palimpest* and the Boyana bead-roll. These are important historical sources remained to the present days, 
testifying to the medieval manners and culture. When Bulgaria fell under Ottoman rule, the Boyana fortress was 
destroyed, but the Monastery remains intact.  However, it declined when Sofia was conquered by the Turks. The 
church became a parish church for the village of Boyana.

Currently the Boyana Church is one of the biggest cultural – historical and museum monuments in Bulgaria. 

* Palimpsest - an ancient manuscript, whose original text was removed by rubbing or washing, and then the page - or 
pages - have been used for another, new text.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered 

Transport: The Monastery can be reached by asphalt road by bus № 64, 107 and shuttle bus № 21.
Contact phones: 02/ 959 0939, 02/ 959 2963 
 


Brusartsi Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Montana


Location: 
Brusartsi Monastery "St. Archangel Michael "is located in vicinity of the town of Brusartsi, on a hill on 
the right bank of the river Nechinska barа, which is a tributary of the River Lom. It is located 36 km northwest of the 
town of  Montana and 23 km southeast of the town of Lom.

History and general info:
 According to legends, Brusartsi Monastery was founded early in the Roman times. Its 
location was moved three times for various reasons. Initially, his appearance was like dug-out - mound built of 
wooden poles. Later it emerged on the ruins of a monastic center from the days of the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. 
After the fall of the Vidin Kingdom, all shrines in the Vidin diocese were desecrated, and the Monasteries were 
robbed and destroyed.

A small number of evidences have survived, but it is known that Brusartsi Monastery existed until the end of 17th 
century and the Chiprovtsi uprising, when it was robbed and destroyed by the invasion of the Turks. Many monks 
were killed then, but some managed to escape. From the former Monastery complex nowadays remained only the 
church – building with a single apse, with a large dome and bell tower, which makes an impression with its original 
architecture.


The church was painted by Miletiy Bozhinov in 1935-1939. Along with his teacher Mirche Iliev, they painted many 
churches in northwestern Bulgaria. Among these are the churches  in Brenitsam, Krivodol, Lipen, and many 
churches in Wallachia and Macedonia. Over the time, however, the Monastery was abandoned again. Part of the 
icons were robbed, and treasure hunters dug up the floor in search of treasures. But in 1989 Brusartsi Monastery 
resurrected to new life. Currently, the Monastery is functioning, as the priest from the village of Brusartsi takes care 
for it. But only few parts of the original icons and frescoes are preserved nowadays.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered 
Transport: 
Brusartsi Monastery "St. Archangel Michael "is located in vicinity of the town of Brusartsi, on a hill on 
the right bank of the river Nechinska barа, which is a tributary of the River Lom. It is located 36 km northwest of the 
town of  Montana and 23 km southeast of the town of Lom.



Buhovo Monastery “St. Maria Magdalena”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Buhovo Monastery “St. Maria Magdalena” is situated about 3km to the northeast of the town of 
Buhovo, close to Sofia, in the southern slopes of the Murgash mountain (the latter being a part of the Western Balkan 
mountain).

History and general info: Buhovo Monastery was founded in the 16th century and was later plundered and burned 
by gangs from Kyrdzhalimen /robbers/. It was revived in 1855, but again attacked and burned by the Turks and after 
that again restored in 1882.  An interesting point in its history is the short stay of Alexander of Battenberg in 1886. 
The Monastery consists of a single-nave and apse church with a narthex, an old wooden belfry tower and decaying 
dwelling houses and farm buildings. In the yard there is also a well, a fountain, and a shelter with tables and benches, 
which makes it a favorite picnic spot of the local people and citizens of Sofia.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.
Transport: 
After one enters the town of Buhovo, he/she better asks about the right way to the Monastery as there 
are no signs. Also, beware that there are two Buhovo monasteries, so make sure that you ask about “St. Maria 
Magdalena” Buhovo Monastery. One has to take a left-hand road that starts from the town of Buhovo and leads 
straight to the Monastery.



Bukorovtzi Monastery “St. George the Victorious”

Region: Sofia


Location: The Monastery is situated near the village of Bukorovtsi, 8 km from the town of Godech and 50 km from 
Sofia, at 665m altitude above sea level, in a plane valley.
History and general info:
 Bukorovtsi Monastery "St. George the Victorious " is the second Monastery in the world 
and the only one in Bulgaria with five churches – “St. George”, “St. Petka”, “St. St. Kyril and Methodius”, “St. 
Nedelya” and “All Saints”. The history of Bukorovtsi Monastery is shrouded in mystery and the only sure thing is 
that it was built on the remains of five old churches and there was discovered a stone carved calendar - the oldest 
calendar ever found in Europe. The calendar represented a 12-year cycle proto-Bulgarian calendar, which fixed the 
abstract movement of the constellations on the shell of a turtle. 

Currently, there are no monks in the Monastery, but grandmother Tsetsa cares for it. On major holidays, the priests 
from the Sofia Church “St. Petka Paraskeva” (situated on Rakovsky Str.) come to celebrate mass.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered 
Transport: 
One can reach the Bukorovtsi Monastery by driving through Godech and taking on the road to Tuden 
and Razboishte. From the main road after Tuden and before Razboishte, there is an exit on the left, which is marked 
with a sign to the Monastery. From this point to the Monastery there is 1.4 km dirt road.



Balgarevo Monastery “St. Ekaterina”

Region: Varna


Location: Balgarevo Monastery is situated in the village of Balgarevo – 6km from Kavarna and 45 km to the north 
of Varna.
History and general info:
 Balgarevo Monastery was recently built, and in early May 2008 was consecrated his 
church. It is a small complex of church, courtyard, dining room and several one-storey dwelling buildings. The 
church is a single-nave and has not yet been painted. For now in the Monastery lives only one monk. In the church 
are kept the relics of St. Ekaterina, which were brought from Russia.

Accommodation and food: Food is not offered, but accommodation of small groups of visitors is foreseen for the 
near future.

Transport: The Monastery is easy to find, as it is located in the village and the cross of the church is seen from most 
parts of Balgarevo.
 


Chekotin Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Sofia


Location: Chekotin Monastery “St Archangel Michael” is located at 20km to the northeast of the town of Botevgrad 
and 10km away from the town of Pravets, on the bank of the Malak iskar river in the skirts of the Balkan mountain.
History and general info:
 Chekotin Monastery "St. Archangel Michael" was founded during the times of the 
Second Bulgarian Empire. The existence of the monastery is related with the fate of Urvich fortress, which is located 
a few miles away. At the foot of the fortress, at that time there was also a church complex and two Monasteries 
maintained close relations. In the fall of Bozhenishki Urvich fortress under Ottoman possession in the late 14th 
century Chekotin cloister was destroyed. In 17th century was found dilapidated church of Chekotin Monastery that 
has been restored. During Kardzhalimen /robbers/ raids in the late 18th century the Monastery was destroyed again 
to resurrect for life in the middle of the next century thanks to the efforts of the local population. In the years of 
slavery the Monastery was one of the most active cultural and educational centers in the area, and there was stored a 
significant literacy wealth. Some of the monks of the Chekotin Monastery have known Vasil Levski and participated 
in the activities of revolutionary committees, established by him.

In 1992 in the vicinity of the Chekotin Monastery were conducted excavations by the Archaeological Institute at 
BAS, which proved life settlement in these places from 6 – 5 c. BC.

Nowadays Chekotin Monastery is functional. The complex consists of a church, residential and domestic buildings 
and chapel "St. Genadiy" surrounded by an imposing wall fence. Of all medieval monastic buildings only parts of 
the church had survived, which is one nave triconchal basilica with apse, narthex and barrel-vaulted hall. Interesting 
are its ventilation outputs at the four corners through which the air exchange occurs in such way that inside is always 
the same temperature. On both sides of the basilica are two protruding niches. Northern one is hiding a secret door 
and a tunnel leading to a residential building that existed until 1943 on the rock next to the church. Through that 
door used to exit V. Levski when found refuge in the monastery. The entrance to the church is low and arch shaped 
with hewn stones. On top, above the gate, there is a carved cross and on the left and right sides are depicted the sun 
and moon with two stars. One of the rare frescos of the church is that of God himself, who is depicted as an old man 
in a white robe at full height, with a triangular halo and surrounded by stars on celestial background. Interest 
generate also the icon of St. Mina, painted by Hadzhi Ivancho from Gabrovo and wooden iconostasis richly carved 
with stylized vine leaves and grapes, a work of art by Tryavna masters.

Adjacent to the church of the Chekotin Monastery is a large three-storey building with underground premises 
serving as a cellar and barn food. For several years already, on the second floor of the building was opened and a 
chapel, dedicated to St. Genadiy. The chapel is painted with murals and is often used for festive church services. 
East of the church was located the cookhouse, which existed until the 30s of the 20th century. In the 19th century in 
Chekotin Monastery was built a school for students from 1st to 4th division. Later the cookhouse and the school 
were destroyed to free place to a two-storey residential building that burned in 1991.

Accommodation and food: The monastery avails of 25 guest rooms that have their own bathrooms (the price per 
person being BGN 10 at the time we visited the Monastery in July 2007).

Transport: 
The Monastery is reached down a good asphalt road that starts from the Hemus highway (connecting 
Sofia and Varna) and is well-signed. One needs to step down from the highway once Pravets is reached and take the 
road to the town of Roman.

Contact phones: 07133/7280; 0888/423432 
 


Chepintsi Monastery “St. Three Saints”

Region: Sofia


Location:
 Chepintsi Monastery is situated near the Thracian burial mound, known as "Big Mound", at about 2 
km away of Sofia Chepintsi village. The Monastery is adjacent to the ring road and is one of the few 
Monasteries in Bulgaria, which were built in the field, not in the mountains.

History and general info: There is no credible data about the establishment and the history of the Monastery. 
Probably it existed before the Ottoman invasion. During Ottoman slavery in the Chepintsi Monastery used to find 
refuge and shelter rebels and that is why it frequently was destroyed by the Turks. After the robbery of the Turkish 
Treasury in Arabakonak and capture of Dimitar Obshti and later of Vasil Levski in 1872, many Monasteries around 
Sofia, incl. Chepintsi Monastery were burned for harboring revolutionary committees. Since the Monastery was 
almost entirely of wood it has burned down and only its stone foundations and roof tiles survived.
In the destruction of the Monastery it was inhabited by 24 monks, some of whom were exiled in Diyarbakir, while 
others managed to reach to the "Seven Thrones" Monastery in Balkans Mountains. After the liberation in 1878, one 
of the monks Nayden Kentrov, returned from exile, and with three of his followers built a fountain with three 
spouts on the Monastery site.

In 1906 started reconstruction on the site of the old Monastery and Chepintsi Monastery is dedicated to the Holy 
Three Saints – Vasiliy Veliki, Grigoriy Bogoslov, Yoan Zlatoust ... This happened because of the insistence of an 
old woman from the village of Chepintsi, which - according to her words - to her often appeared three angels and 
would not leave her alone until the monastery would be built.

Today Chepintsi convent is functional and besides the main church, there are also two new chapels - St. Petka and 
the St. prophet Iliya, the walls of which are fully painted with murals and new residential building, built in 1993.

Accommodation and food: Food and accommodation are not offered.

Transport: Easy to reach by car it lies exactly on the ring road surrounding Sofia close to Chelopechene and 
Chepintsi.
 


Cherepish Monastery “God's Mother Assumption”

Region: Montana


Location:
 The Cherepish Monastery, named “God's Mother Assumption”, is to be found at 29 km to the southeast 
of the town of Vratsa, in the Iskar defile of the Balkan mountain – the region is widely known for its unique 
richness of natural forms and sights.

History and general info:
 Cherepish Monastery was founded in the times of the Second Bulgarian Empire, 
during the reign of tsar Shishman (1371-1393 years), but was destroyed during the invasion of the Turks. Restored 
in year 1660.

Following the initiative of the famous Bulgarian art painter Pimen Zografski, Cherepish Monastery was rebuilt in 
the early 17th century. Then was raised the present church. During the Bulgarian Renaissance, the Monastery 
developed a rich literacy activities and became ecclesiastic and educational center. There was founded a school 
and were written and copied books, biographies and gospels, some of which are - "Cherpish gospel" of 16th 
century, covered with gold and decorated with biblical scenes and "Daniel gospel" a manuscript copy by Father 
Daniel from year 1616, which is now stored in Vratsa church "St. Nikola". Other works of literature are Panegrik 
/written praise/ of 1623, "Apostle" of 1630, a work of art by the monk Yakov and a collection book of sermons 
and teachings called "Margarit" from 1732, composed by Todor Vrachanski. 

After the Liberation in the complex were held school classes in the priestly school, the Theological Institute and 
the Sofia Clerical Seminary.

In 1798-1799 Cherepish Monastery found a refuge St. Sophronius Vrachanski. Here was founded Lyutibrodski 
Revolutionary Committee by the abbot of the Monastery Epifaniy. In the period 1872-1876 the Monastery was 
visited by members of the Vratsa Revolutionary Committee and representatives of Bulgarian Central 
Revolutionary Committee. Close to the Monastery is the "Rashov dol" area, where was the last battle of  Botev's 
detachment led by Georgi Apostolov.

The current buildings of the Monastery were built in the 19th century and the icons are by Travna art painter 
Vitan. In the Monastery used to find shelter Sofroniy Vrachanski. Later there met  revolutionary committees of 
Vratsa and Belogradchik.

Nowadays Cherepish Monastery is inhabited by monks. The Monastery church dates from the early 17th century 
and it is one nave, massive arched building with apse*, smoothly overflowing to the body. The hectagonal dome 
of the church was built in 1888, and today's narthex** dates from 1939. In the early 19th century the church was 
again painted with murals by Tryavna resident Yonko pop Vitanov and Vasil Iliev from the region of Debar. With 
probes is found that are preserved parts of the old murals, perhaps painted by Pimen Zografski in the beginning of 
17th century. Among the fascinations of the interior decoration of the temple, is the iconostasis with fine 
woodcarvings and a shroud embroidered in 1844. Throughout the Cherepish monastery came one of the oldest 
surviving manuscripts Bulgarian - Monastery statute written during 1390-1396. Today, this manuscript is stored in 
the Church Historical and Archaeological Museum in Sofia.

* Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

** Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

Accommodation and food: The Cherepish Monastery offers accommodation and food. The Monastery can 
accommodate up to 30 people in rooms with 3, 4 or 6 beds with private bathroom. The cookhouse offers monastery 
food and traditional Bulgarian dishes.

Transport: 
The Cherepish Monastery is easy to reach by car if one sets off from Sofia, following the road to 
Mezdra, which goes down the Iskar river's defile. A small asphalt offroad, which leads to the gates of the Monastery 
starts about 15km before one enters Mezdra.

Contact phones: 07133/7280; 0888/423432 
 


Chiprovtsi Monastery “St. Ivan Rilski”

Region: Montana


Location:
 The Chiprovtsi Monastery lies in the valley of the Chiprovska Ogosta river, at the foot of the Yazova 
mountain (a part of the Western Balkan mountain range), at about 4km to the northeast of the town of Chprovtsi, 
famous for its carpet-waving industry.

History and general info: Reports by Peter Bogdan show  that the Monastery was built in the 10th century. For the 
period of its existence Chiprovtsi Monastery was destroyed and rebuilt six times: in 1412, 1688, 1806, 1828, 1837 
and 1876. Really serious consequences had the second raid on the Monastery, after the failure of Chiprovsko 
uprising (1688), when were destroyed icons, church plates, relics and as well as the rich library of Slavic and 
Bulgarian books - result from the thriving clerical activity in the Monastery before the 17th century. Mortal remains 
of rebels are today stored in the ossuary tower.

In the early 18th century in Chiprovtsi Monastery settled Orthodox monks and reorganized it under the 
requirements of the Orthodox rite. There were established relations with some Russian Monasteries and sent 
representatives in Russia. In the year 1800 Russian Emperor Pavel I donated the Monastery with a throne gospel 
covered with silver plating, which is now stored in the National Museum of History.

The rampaging gangs in Yusuf Pasha from Berkovitsa in 1806 again destroyed and devastated Chiprovtsi 
Monastery. Recovered by the Bulgarian population in 1818, only ten years later - in 1828, it was again destroyed by 
the Turks.

Because of its involvement in the struggles of the people of Vidin area for Liberation from the Ottoman slavery the 
Monastery was twice ravaged by enslavers. During 1835 Chiprovtsi Monastery became the center of the so-called 
Manchova Buna. On May 16th the same year, there gathered 3,000 people insurgents. Soon after that was  
concluded a truce with the Turkish authorities which saved the Monastery from new destruction. Two years later, 
when in 1837 under the leadership of Varban Popov (the so-called Varbanovo uprising), the population again 
rebelled, and the Monastery suffered a lot. In 1876 during the April Uprising, it was again burned, then near the 
Monastery were fighting the detachments of Panayot Hitov and Filip Totyu. In the years of the Ottoman rule 
Chiprovtsi Monastery was an important spiritual and religious and educational center for the Bulgarians from the 
region. There early enough started a church school for training teachers, monks and priests for the region.
In the years and the days of the September 1923 events abbot was Yoasaf (secular name is Ivan Manev), who was 
shot in the square of the town Chiprovtsi. 

The complex consists of a church, monastic cloister, small cemetery and three-storey tower with ossuary in the 
ground-floor, chapel in the second and belfry in the third one. The complex is surrounded by a stone wall with three 
entrances.

In the center is the church "St. Ivan Rilski", which is one apse and triconchal, withl low dome and no murals.
The monastic cloister has two floors, open to the patio and verandas 75 meters long. On the second floor, in honor 
of Liberation is the open chapel "St. Atanasiy" with small iconostasis assembled from two ancient iconostasis from 
the mid 19th century and one new of 1879.

In the northeastern part of the Monastery courtyard ascends a stone tower that stores the bones of the heroes in 
Chiprovsko Uprising (1688). Memorial plaque at the entrance to the ossuary glorifies the names of Petar 
Parchevich, Georgi Peyachevich, Mancho Punin from the village of Bistrilitsa, Varban Penev from the village of 
Belimel, Panayot Hitov and Filip Totyu.

Today's monastic buildings were built after the Liberation. In their eastern part, in the second floor was installed a 
small chapel - "St. Atanasiy”.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation are on offer here.
Transport: 
It is easy to get to the Chiprovtsi Monastery by car, following the road from the city of Montana to 
the town of Chiprovtsi, down the meanders of the Ogosta river. The Monastery lies close to the main road, 
about 5km before one reaches Chiprovtsi.



Chirpan Monastery “St. Atanasiiy”

Region: Stara Zagora


Location:
 The Chirpan Monastery “St Atanasiy” is situated just above the village of Zlatna Livada, on the righthand bank of the Stara Reka River. The village of Zlatna Livada in turn lies at about 15km to the southeast of the 
town of Chirpan. The Monastery is built on a well-shaped hill, while on the other bank of the river one could still 
see remains of an old Roman fortress.

History and general info:
 Studies suggest that the Monastery is the oldest one in Europe. It is believed that it 
was founded by St. Atanasiy himself in year 344 AC. The Saint is one of the great champions of the purity of the 
Christian faith, and especially of its postulate of the Holy Trinity in the fight against the current at the time heresy 
of Arianism (denying the divine equality of Jesus Christ). It was in that period when Moesia and Thrace are one of 
the main arenas of struggle between the two tendencies in the Christianity of these times. According to the saint's 
biography on his way to Oecumenical Council of Serdica (343-344 AC.) Atanasiy of Alexandria stayed near 
Beroe (Stara Zagora today ) and founded a Monastery.

The place where was founded the Monastery was chosen because it is close to the main road ConstantinopleSerdica ("Via Diagonalis"), yet is located at the foot of an important strategic stronghold and a Thracian sanctuary, 
which remains can still be seen today.

At 100 meters away from the Monastery, beyond the stream, in the rocks lies a small cave (niche), which is 
supposed to have served as a hermitage to the saint and his followers. The rock hole is used for prayer and 
solitude by the monks during fasting.

The church and Monastery were multiple times ruined and then reconstructed by the Christians. Since the 4th 
century their position is unchanged. During the Turkish invasion the last preserved temple was wooden, and the 
convent shelters Paisiy Hilendarski, Vasil Levski and other writers and revolutionaries.

Currently Chirpan women convent is acting. The complex includes the church (restored in 1961), a cave hermitage 
and a spring of healing water in the yard below, old unrestored buildings from 1840, new wings built upon 
Lyudmila Zhivkova wish in 1979.

Accommodation and food: Accommodation is offered both in rooms with own bath and such without. Booking 
beforehand is recommended due to the relatively small number of rooms.

Transport: The Monastery is easy to reach down an asphalt road from the town of Chirpan that passes through 
the village of Zlatna Livada. There are signs in the village that show the way to the Monastery.
Contact phones: +359 896 961151 


Darvenitsa Monastery “St. Profet Iliya”

Region: Sofia


Location: Darvenitsa Monastery "St. Prophet Iliya" is located in Mladost-2 ditrict in Sofia.
History and general info:
 There is no accurate data when the Monastery was founded, but it is assumed that in 
1595 during Sofia uprising in the region happened a massacre of rebels. Since then the land there is considered 
sacred and the place was erected a cross and later built a chapel. Subsequently were built low buildings and so was 
formed a Monastery. The present Monastery was built in 1924 and is believed to be near the original one. The last 
time it was renovated was in 1950. Then was built a new church. By the old building, built in the early XX century, 
now remain only the foundation. The new one - built in the 50s , is in a modern style. In the southern part of the 
building is placed a chapel. The church is a small single apse*, three domed building with a hall. In the Monastery 
are stored old church books, artistically decorated - a gift from Russia. Another Monastery value is the great tapestry 
"Virgin with an infant" overlaid with gold frame, a gift from Pope Ioan Pavel II. Nowadays the Monastery functions 
as a women convent.

* Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and arched 
domed parts inside of it

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered
Transport: 
The Monastery is accessible by asphalt road  - bul. "Andrei Lyapchev" , coming from Darvenitsa 
district in direction to Mladost-2 direction, as before entering Mladost-2 one should detour south and then after 100 
meters reaches the Monastery .



Debrashtitsa Monastery “St. St. Florus and Laurus”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: 
The Monastery is next to hut Dobra voda  and the resort "St. Konstantine" in the slope Karkariya of Batak 
range of the Western Rhodopes Mountain, about 4.5 km south of Debrashtitsa and 14 km northwest of the town of 
Peshtera.

History and general info:
 Debrashnitsa Monastery was founded somewhere in 12th-14th c., tut was renovated and 
reopened in 1905. One year later - in 1906, was built a small chapel and here began the celebration of night 
gatherings and worshiping during the day. A little later the chapel was destroyed, but in 1994 due to the initiative of 
priest Dimitar Hristev and with the help of sponsors and residents of the village it was rebuilt. On 18 August each 
year there is held a festival of "St. St. Florus and Laurus " and gatherings happen.

Accommodation and food: Not Offered accommodation and food.
Transport: 
The Monastery is next to hut Dobra voda  and the resort "St. Konstantine" in the slope Karkariya of 
Batak range of the Western Rhodopes Mountain, about 4.5 km south of Debrashtitsa and 14 km northwest of the 
town of Peshtera.



Divotino Monastery “Holy Trinity”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Divotino Monastery “Holy Trinity” is one of the oldest and best-preserved cloisters in the Sofia 
region. At present, it functions as a monk brotherhood. The Monastery lies in the northern slopes of the Lyulin 
Mountain, about 10 km away from the village of Divotino and 4 km to the southwest of the Michailovo quarter of 
the town of Bankya. The place is exceptionally picturesque and wild, while the Monastery is surrounded by wooded 
hills and two brooks that cross by its walls.

History and general info:
 Built in 1046, Divotino Monastery "St. Trinity "is one of the oldest and best preserved 
Monasteries around Sofia. In 1382, after the capture of Sofia by the Turks, the Monastery was destroyed and from 
then, until today remained only a small wooden parts of the iconostasis and three frescoed icons. The Monastery 
was restored in 1875 and the locals began to call it Royal Monastery because of the frequent visits of Tsar Ferdinand. 
He grated the abbess - mother Claudia with two carriages. The Monastery houses a small church school and has 
sheltered Vasil Levski during the Liberation Wars of Bulgaria. The complex consists of a church, residential and 
farm buildings. The church is with dimensions 16 x8m. It is a one nave*, single apse** with two conchas*** and a 
dome mounted on a high drum. Here is stored an icon of Virgin Mary, which is believed to be miraculous. The 
temple festival is celebrated every year at Pentecost (50 days after Easter). On this day the monks throw walnut 
leaves from the altar gates over the congregating pilgrims resembling the flames, in which transformed Holy Spirit 
when He appeared to the apostles 50 days after Easter.

*  Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

*** Conch - (from Latin “concha”- clam, shell) means a semicircular niche, which is situated on the north and south 
temple walls of the cross dome (triconchal) Byzantine and Romanesque churches.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered.
Transport: 
The Monastery is rather hard to find, as there are no signs while the ultimate road that leads to it is a dirty 
one. After one drives to the town of Bankya, he/she needs to drive to the quarter of Michailovo, and then take an 
asphalt road to the right just before Michailovo is entered. From that turn it takes about a kilometer before one needs 
to take a dirty road to the left that leads straight to the Monastery after 2-3km. The dirty road does not require an offroad vehicle.



Dobri Dol Monastery “Holy Trinity”

Region: Montana


Location: Dobri Dol Monastery is located near the village of Dobri Dol, at 22 km away from the town of Lom and 
35 km from the city of Vidin.
History and general info:
 Dobri Dol Monastery was founded in the 9th century, before the enslavement of 
Bulgaria by Byzantium. After the capture of Vidin kingdom by the Turks, the Monastery was completely destroyed 
and remained in complete desolation until 1610. Then it was restored by Reverend Pimen Zografski. In 1688, after 
the Chiprovsko rebellion again was destroyed but later rebuilt again. The final destruction of the Monastery took 
place in 1828., during the Russo-Turkish Liberation War. There is a legend which tells the following: ... once a blind 
old man lost his cow in a dingle. He was long searching it when he heard a quiet murmur. Went closer to the water (a 
holy spring), drinked water, washed his eyes and immediately recovered his sight. The old man decided that this 
place needs to be famous among people and the sick need to be healed here. So there had to be a Monastery - a 
shelter for religious people, who would take care of the holy spring, give shelter for the needy to reach its healing 
water. The population of the surrounding villages united and built a Monastery and so this place became a center of 
human faith and hope.

Accommodation and food:Neither food nor accommodation are offered

Transport: Dobri Dol Monastery is easy to be reached from the village Dobri Dol.

Contact phones: 09323/686
 


Dolna Beshovitsa Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Montana


Location: 
Dolna Beshovitsa Monastery "St. Archangel Michael" is nestled in the picturesque foothills of Vratsa at 
the foot of Chichera Peak, at 6 km northwest of the town of  Roman and 25 km from the city of Vratsa. To the 
Monastery leads a good dirty road about 1.5 km. away from the village of Dolna Beshovitsa.

History and general info:
 There is a hypothesis according to which the Monastery was founded during the Second 
Bulgarian Kingdom - originally as a boyar's church and later became a independent Monastery. At the times of 
Ottoman it was ruined and destroyed and then spent a long time in desolation. In XVI century master Pavel from the 
village of Dolna Beshovitsa built today's Monastery church. During the period 1843 - 1845 in the Monastery 
worked Zahari Zograf, leaving valuable works of art. The complex consists of a small stone church and ruined 
residential buildings. The Monastery church is a one nave*, single apse**, with a semi-cylindrical arch. Length 
8.30 m, width 5.50 m, wall thickness 0.80 m. The entrance is from the west, a small door is on the south wall as well. 
Once at the west wall there was a light wooden narthex*** that has preserved the frescoes on the outside wall, but 
this shed was destroyed and the frescoes were badly damaged. Inside the church, there were four large iconostasis 
icons: Feast of the Archangels, Mary (1845), Christ (1843) and John the Baptist, painted by the famous Bulgarian 
painter Zahari Zograf from the city of Samokov. According to the information provided by the Regional History 
Museum - Vratsa, the iconostasis and the icons are dismantled and restored in the late 80s of the twentieth century 
and are now stored in Vratsa's church "Assumption". On the outside, above the front door of the Monastery, used to 
be a large stone arch, decorated with stone relief images of llamas, tied with chains, and birds picking snakes, but it 
is now destroyed. On it was inscripted the following: " ... Todor 1852 Tsenko pop Andrea, pop Ignatiy Beshovitsa 
..." /Todor 1852 Tsenko Father Andrea, Father Ignatius Beshovitsa /. The Monastery buildings seem to be built at the 
time when the door was made – 1852. In front of the church apse, outside of it, have been preserved several stones 
with crosses dating to the end of XIXth century. A few meters north of the church is the tomb, which is supposed to 
be the one of the last servant of God in the Monastery - Abbess Paraskeva, who died in 1976 . During 2006, was done 
a partial recovery of the Monastery.

* Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

* Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered.

Transport: The Dolna Beshovitsa Monastery is easy to reach from the village of Dolna  Beshovitsa which in turn 
can be reached by train, getting off at Roman station.

Contact phones: 02/ 980 28 91, 09123 / 2056
 


Dolni Pasarel Monastery “St. St. Peter and Pavel “

Region: Sofia


Location: It is located at about 5 km southeast from the village Pasarel, following the old road towards the city of 
Samokov in a beautiful area on the left bank of the Iskar River under the Kale peak.
History and general info:
 It is assumed that initially the Monastery emerged as a chapel in the 15th century, and 
subsequently became an independent Monastery. The church was built in the 19th century, and is still preserved. It 
is decorated with amazing frescoes by masters from the cities of Samokov and Debar. It is a small, one-nave*, single 
apse, with no dome building with size: 7 x 15m. It is stone built with whitewashed adobe** coating.

* Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

**Adobe - means a natural building material type, an unfired brick, which is made from sand, clay and water, with 
the addition of organic material such as straw or manure.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered. 
Transport: 
Dolni Pasarel Monastery can be reached followng the road to Samokov. From Sofia to the village of 
Dolni Pasarel once can reach it by bus №3, which can be taken at the “Regional Hospital” Bus stop. On weekends 
buses shuttle at intervals of an hour.



Dragalevtsi Monastery “Virgin Mary of Vitosha”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Dragalevtsi Monastery, named “Virgin Mary of Vitosha”, is located at about 3 km kilometers south 
of the village of Dragalevtsi (which formally became a quarter of Sofia a few years ago), up in the lower parts of the 
Vitosha mountain. One of the most beautiful Monasteries, it could be a perfect stop during a weekend trip in the 
mountain.

History and general info:
 According to chronicles, the Monastery was founded in 1345 by Tsar Ivan Aleksander as 
stauropegial* Monastery (i.e. directly subordinated to the patriarch). The Monastery was exempt from taxes, levies 
and interference by local authorities. This information was recorded in "Vitoshka zlatopechatna gramota" /”Vitosha 
goldscript diploma”/ granted by Tsar Shishman to the Monastery. It is called the "Royal Monastery" and became a 
famous cloister - though not central, it is one of the 14 Monasteries of Sofia Mount Athos. The complex consists of a 
church, residential and farm buildings. In 1382 it was destroyed by the Ottoman Turks and then became deserted. In 
1476 Sofia boyar Radoslav Mavar renewed and frescoed the church. On the entrance door are visible the donor 
portraits of Radoslav Mavar, his wife Vida and his both sons Nichola and Strahil. The Monastery was restored in the 
mid-15th century and it became a center of busily literary and educational activities. In 14th -16th century it is the 
center of Sofia literary school. Here were manuscripted and created a lot of Bulgarian Christian books. Between 
1562 and 1612 here was made a copy of found by Viktor Grigorovich in 1854 in the Boyana Church - Screed of the 
Bulgarian kings - "Boyana screed of Bulgarian tsars." The copy was made ?by the monk Yov Kasinets Gramatik from 
Temesvar. Also from Dragalevtsi Monastery origins the Four Gospels book from 1469 in which Father Nikola 
noted the Monastery as "Meste Tsarskyy obiteli" /Place of Kings Cloister/ reminding it was found as a Royal one. 
Four Gospels book from 1534 were written with the assistance of tailor Milich and his wife Vela, both from Sofia. 
The Gospel from 1648 is overlaid with silver by the goldsmith Velko, who depicted it with three biblical scenes. 
Also a Psalter from the 16th century, complied by the three brothers writers - Daniel Stoian and Vladko, a Sermon 
book from the 18th century and many more religious books were produced as work in enlighted activity of the 
Monastery. Some books are stored in the museums of the Monasteries of Mount Athos. In 18th century the church 
"St. Mary" was decorated with new paintings by the iconostasis was crafted by masters from Sofia. By Nicola 
Obrazopisov /Image artist's/ were art painted some of the icons in the Monastery. In the 17th century was founded a 
church school with a permanent teacher. In 1818 the church was extended to the north. In 1871-1872 with the 
establishmend and operation of Sofia Revolutionary Committee Vasil Levski repeatedly stayed at the Monastery. 
Then Abbot was the monk Genadiy Skitnik /Wanderer/ (Ivan Ihtimanski). In 1932 the church was enlarged with 
new nave** added to it  - currently the two are parts of a greater whole - a cultural monument of national 
importance. Other buildings around are new and raised in Bulgarian national style. Here the Bulgarian Exarch 
Stefan built the residence of the Holy Synod, often visited by Tsar Boris III Unifier and Prince Kiril. Today the 
Monastery functions as a women convent.

* Stauropegial - directly subordinated to the Patriarch 

** Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a temple.
Accommodation and food: The Monastery is a functioning cloister, and despite its many buildings, does not offer 
accommodation or food, but only  a limited choice of refreshments (soft drinks, coffee, snacks) at the entrance. One 
can have decent food in the numerous restaurants and pubs of Dragalevtsi or in the nearby Vodenitsata Mehana
restaurant, lying by the very road to the Monastery.

Transport: The Monastery can be reached by an asphalt road deviating from the road leading to Shtastliveca 
mountain hut.

Contact phones: +359 2/ 9673360 


Dryanovo Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo


Location: 
The Monastery is located in Northern Bulgaria at 5 km southwest of the town of Draynovo and 15 km 
away from the city of Gabrovo. It can be reached by an asphalt road and there is railway stop of the line Rousse – 
Momchilgrad as well.

History and general info: The Monastery "St. Archangel Michael" was founded in the early 12th century - the 
times of the Second Bulgarian Empire in the area of Tsarkovishte – close the summer residence of the tsars of Asen 
dynasty. During the Ottoman rule the Monastery was twice destroyed and plundered (14th and 17th century), but 
also quickly reconstructed. On the present location it was restored in 1845. Then was built the small church dug into 
the ground "St. Archangel Michael". It is a stone built with no dome and with octahedral belfry. In the Monastery 
complex there is another church - "Assumption of the Holy Virgin," which was built in 1861 and has one nave. Its 
iconostasis was crafted in1876 by N. Yonkov. The Monastery was a fortress of the Bulgarian leaders and 
revolutionaries. During the national liberation struggles it was visited several times by Father Matei Preobrajenski 
/Transfiguration's/ - Mitkaloto, and in 1871 - by Vasil Levski. Here was hiding the  detachment of Pop Hariton in 
1876, during the April uprising also. After nine days of fighting against the Turkish army the detachment was 
defeated, and the Monastery was burned and destroyed to the ground. In 1880 it was restored and in 1897 on the site 
of the church "Assumption" was raised a monument – an ossuary in memory of the fallen rebels. Nowadays, the 
Monastery is functioning male cloister and is declared for being a national historical monument. Today it is a 
preferreble tourist destination, officially announced for being a monument of culture.

Accommodation and food: The Dryanovo Monastery offers accommodation in cosy double and triple rooms. A
few restraurants with good cousines are scattered in the immediate neighbourhood of the Monastery.

Transport: The Monastery is easy to be reached by car, driving down the main road from the city of Veliko Turnovo 
to the city of Gabrovo. The offroad to the Monastery starts about 2km after one exits the town of Dryanovo.


Eleshnitsa Monastery “St. Virgin Mary”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Eleshnitsa Monastery “St Virgin Mary” is situated just above the village of Eleshnitsa (named 
Yordankino up to 1991), a few kilometers to the east of Sofia. It lies in the valley of the Yakovishtitsa river in the 
Western part of the Balkan mountain, 4km to the northeast of the village.

History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded in the 16-17 century, and since the moment of its creation, it 
became an important literary and religious center. Some of its religious books from this period - Psalter, The Four 
Gospels - are stored in the National Museum of Church History.  In 1793 it was destroyed by the gangs from 
Kyrdzhalimen /robbers/, but was rebuilt in 1820. Currently, the Monastery is functional, but there are no monks or 
nuns in it. The complex consists of a church, dwelling houses and farm buildings. The dwelling houses and the farm
buildings are in very poor condition, but the church is recently restored.

The church is a small, single-nave* and apse** construction,  in which even nowadays you can see some valuable 
mural paintings. They date from three different periods - the first of the early 17th century  - one can see scenes and 
figures with images of St. Cosmas, St. Nicholas and St. Mardariy. The second layer of mural paintings is best 
preserved in the narthex*** , but these paintings are considerably weaker than those of the first period.  The third 
layer of wall paintings was made in 1863, as from the biggest interest is the composition "Judgment's day". The 
iconostasis of the church is also interesting with the  icons " Virgin Mary ", "Jesus Christ " and " Archangel 
Michael", dating from the beginning of the XIX century. Because of the mural paintings, the Monastery was 
declared a cultural monument.

* Nave - Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

***  Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered 

Transport: 
The Monastery is reached easily from the village of Eleshnitsa. One should first take the old main road 
to Varna, and then turn left a few meters after the monument of Yordanka Chankova. Then an asphalt road in a 
relatively good state leads straight to the gates of the Monastery.



Etropole Monastery “Holy Trinity”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The “Holy Trinity” Monastery is situated at the foot of the Black Peak of the Balkan mountains (not to be 
confused with the more pupular Black Peak of the Vitosha mountain), about 5km east of the town of Etropole. It is 
built over a lime rock, wherefrom its nickname of 'Varovitets' (Lime Monastery) must come. The surrounding area 
is perfect for an enjoyable holiday in the open air and a good rest.

History and general info:
 Etropole Monastery was founded in the Middle Ages. According to a legend, St. Ivan 
Rilski settled in one of the caves in the nearby area, before retiring as a hermit in Rila Mountain. In the 16th and 17th 
century Etropole Monastery became one of the most important literary and cultural centers in the Bulgarian lands,
as in it arises and develops the famous Etropole Calligraphy - Artistic Literary School. Many copyists, compilers of 

church collections and artists that carried out wide activities to preserve the Bulgarian writing and literature, have 
worked here. The more popular among them are: the monk Raphael, Grammarian Boycho, deacon Dragul, deacon 
Yoan, the teacher Doyo, monk Danail, a.o.

In the Monastery were written dozens of manuscripts decorated with painted headings, pages, letters, ornamented 
vignettes, colophones a.o. Such ones are the "Gospel" from 1577, "Prologue for themonths" from 1602, several 
gospels from the 17th. century. During a repair of the Monastery in 1858, the former abbot Hrisant found in the ruins 
of the old church a plaque indicating the year the Monastery's founding - 1158. This plague is integrated in the newly 
built Monastery temple. Many times the Monastery was a refuge for Vasil Levski, as an evidence for this serves the 
still preserved stash, that abbot Hrisant has prepared for the Apostle.

Accommodation and food:
 Etropole Monastery offers ideal conditions for a rest within its complex. Prices of 
accommodation in rooms with own bathrooms is 6 levs per night per person, while 5 levs is the cost of a bed in a 
room with a common bathroom. Monastery-made food is also offered to larger groups upon agreement with the 
hosts.

Transport: 
The “Holy Trinity“ Monastery is easiest to reach by following the signs to the town of Etropole off the 
Hemus highway. The offroad to the Monastery comes shortly after one gets out of town – this final section is a 
relatively bad asphalt road.

Contact phones: 0720/ 2042; 0887/ 982089


German Monastery “St. Ivan of Rila”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The German Monastery, “St. Ivan of Rila”, is situated in a beautiful forestry area of the Lozen mountain 
close to Sofia. The Monastery lies about 5 km to the southeast of the village of German, which in turn is just 15 km to 
the southeast of the city of Sofia.

History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded around the 10th century and is dedicated to the Saint Ivan 
Rilski, who is supposed to have lived some of his lifetime around. The Monastery was part of Sofia Little Mount 
Athos. By the end of the 14th century thrived, but then was destroyed by the Turks. In the 15th century it was rebuilt 
and became a clerical center for the region. In the 18th century, again was plundered and burned down by the 
Ottomans, but in 1818 the locals were able to build a small church, dug into the ground. The Monastery was 
reconstructed completely in 1885 when on the site of the small church was raised a new one. On the left of the 
entrance of the church are grown two majestic redwoods, which have been planted by the founders - prince 
Ferdinand and his wife in the late 19th century. On the right there is a small redwood planted by Tsar Boris III in 
1937 in honor of the birth of the heir to the crown Simeon. The Monastery church "St. Ivan Rilski Wonderworker" is 
with one nave*, with pentagon wall apse**, and with semi-cylindrical vaulted nave. The narthex*** was built later. 
The construction is with stones combined with brick, and the north and south walls have windows with precisely 
crafted iron bars.


Accommodation and food:
 The Monastery does not offer food or accommodation.

Transport: 
The Monastery is easily accessible by car. One needs to take the road to the village of German that starts 
from the Circle Road of Sofia. Then, at the very entrance of the village one has to take a left-hand road that leads 
straight to the monastery. The cross-road at which this road starts has a sign that shows the way to the Monastery. 
The German Monastery is at 5 km up this decent asphalt road.

Contact phones: 02/ 9928520


Gigintsi Monastery “St. St. Kozma and Damyan”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Gigintsi Мonastery “St. St. Kozma and Damyan” is located under the peak of Kitka (1118m.) in the 
relatively low mountain of Cherna Gora, about 4 km to the southeast of the village of Gigintsi and some 16km to the 
southwest of Breznik. Because of its location, the Мonastery is also known as Tsarnogorski or Chernogorski 
(Cherna Gora/ Montenegro/) Мonastery.

History and general info:
 At the times of its foundation, the Мonastery was located in the land area, known as 
Kitka. During archeological excavations were discovered the foundations of the monastery wing and a defense 
circular tower dating back to 11-12c. Towers like that one could be seen today in the Rila Monastery and Hilendar 
monastery. Later the monastery was rebuilt on the new place, known today. The Giginski Monastery is one of the 
few Bulgarian Мonasteries who was not much affected during the Ottoman invasion and has evolved as a clerical 
and educational center for the local population. It was managed only by Bulgarian notables - bishops. Services were 
performed in Bulgarian only. In 16th century the cloister had a church school. In 1737-1739 it was burned by the 
Turks. A little later, however, it was restored thanks to several monks from Hilendar Мonastery who discovered a 
healing spring close to the present location of the Мonastery and moved the convent closer to it. With the assistance


of the local population were built cells, outbuildings and the present church. Thanks to Aleksi Stefanov from the 

village of Gigintsi the monastic estates increased, but in 1937 the Мonastery was depopulated. Then in 1944 it was 
turned into a concentration camp and later pioneer camp. Eventually Giginski Мonastery was converted into a 
stable and became deserted. In 1998 started initiative for reconstruction of Giginski monastery which was granted 
back its properties and restored its clerical activities. Plumbing and heating were installed and the curative spring 
was ennobled and piped. In 2007 started a complete renovation program for the Мonastery and the complex was 
restored with dining room, barn and church. The east wing is reconstructed and the central body as well.

Accommodation and food: Food is not offered, while a limited number of people can be accommodated in 
common rooms.
Transport: 
Setting off from the village of Gigintsi, the Мonastery is reached down by a poor dirty road that turns 
impassable for a automobiles during the winter months. The road, however is nice for a walk and the distance from 
the village is taken within less than an hour.

Contact phones: (+359) 897 88 49 28 


Glozhene Monastery “St. George the Victorious”

Region: Lovech


Location: 
The Glozhene Monastery is located amid the natural beauties of the Northern Balkan mountains. Despite 
its name, it is in fact closer to the village of Malak Izvor, than to the neoghbouring village of Glozhene. It is built 
right on top of a mount and resembles a castle when viewed from a distance.

History and general info: 
The Monastery was founded in the 16th century, like a copy of the Athos Monasteries. In 
the period of 16th-17th century laymen trained in the nearby Etropolski monasteryused to copy manuscripts. In 
18th -19th century the Glozhene Monastery used to have convents in the neighboring village of Malak izvor and in 
the town of Lovech as well. There were preserved incunabular books which are Ukrainian and date from the 18th 
century. Also there are preserved several beadrolls with names of pilgrims that contributed the monastaery during 
18th-19th century. The monks' cells were built in 1858. In the 19th century abbot was Eftimiy (Simeonov) from the 
town of Sopot - a famous healer. The Monastery was hiding place for deacon Levski as his hideout is preserved until 
today. Near the Monastery is the village of Golyam izvor where was established the first revolutionary committee. 
The Monastery hosts a small museum of Vasil Drumev, who was a monk in the monastery and had the name 
Kliment. From 1875 until his death Vasil Drumev was metropolitan of Tarnovo diocese. His exile started on 10 July 
1893 when Prince Ferdinand and prime minister Stefan Stambolov sentenced him to a lifetime exile in Glozhene 
monastery for a delivered sermon against Catholicism. His exile ends after the fall of the government of Stefan 


Glozhene Monastery

Stambolov. It is assumed that the old church was built in the 16th century, which suffered severe damage because of 
Chirpan earthquake in 1928. In 1931 the old church was demolished and then was built a new one in Western-style, 
but keeping the old iconostasis. The monastery stores a copy of the icon St. George Victorious which is from the 
18th century from Ukraine. In 1828 art painter Ivan Popraykov renovated the icon, adding scenes from his lifetime 
and installing a new mounting. He also painted the icons of the iconostasis and made the frescoes in the church, but 
today only the icons are present. The original of this icon is in Lovchanski bishopric.

Accommodation and food:
 The complex of the Glozhene Monastery offers accommodation, with price at the time 
of our visit (spring of 2004) being 7 lv. per person in a double room. Food is not offered though, and there is neither 
any restaurant or pub in the neighbourhood.

Transport: 
The exit for the Glozhene Monastery is  close to the town of Yablanica, on the main road Sofia - Varna. 
Shortly after there is a turn for the village of Malak Izvor for about 5 km. on dirty (but flat and nice) road, 870 meters 
above sea level.



Godech Monastery “Holy Spirit”

Region: Sofia


Location: The Godech Monastery is located near the town of Godech, at 46 km from Sofia and about 100 meters 
from the road connecting the towns of Godech with Dragoman.
History and general info:
 There is no exact information about the time of the foundation of the Monastery, but it is 
well known that in the valley of river Nishava there were many churches and Monasteries since medieval times. 
During the Second Bulgarian Empire, the region around the town of Godech was a great religious center and in the 
early years of the Ottoman rule was a part of the so-called Little Sofia Mount Athos. In 1921 due to excavations were 
found the ruins of two churches, and on them was built the current Godech Monastery "Holy Spirit".  He is 
functional women convent and from 1983 it is in the hands of Mrs Flora Nakova, who is not a nun. The Monastery 
complex has two churches – “Holy Spirit” and “Holy Seven Saints”. The first one is bigger and older. The church 
“Holy Seven Saints”was built in 1951-1952. Its iconostasis is in a traditional style. The icons were painted in 1951 
by Mileti Bojinov. Later, in 1995-1996 was built a two-storey building with 5 rooms, a spacious dining room and a 
brick fence.

Accommodation and food: The Monastery offers accommodation in cozy rooms for a limited number of people; 
food is not on the offer, though.
Transport: 
Godech Monastery could be reached by the road from Sofia to the town of Berkovitsa. The exit for the 
town of Godech is on the left turn, before the town of Petrohan.  To get to the Monastery one should enter Godech 
and less than a kilometer after to follow a left pointing sign to the towns of Dragoman and Kalotina. After leaving 
the town in direction to Dragoman and about 1.5km. away on the left is the marked turn to the Monastery. The 
Monastery can be reached also by road from Sofia to Kalotina by turnoff to Godech is in the town of Dragoman.

Contact phones: 0729/2363, 0898/495566


Golemo Bucino Monastery “Ascension of Christ “

Region: Sofia


Location: The Monastery is located in the foots of Lyulin mountain at 30 km away from the city of Sofia.
History and general info:
 According to historical records, the Monastery was founded in the 18th century and was 
restored in the 19th century. Only one small church is preserved nowadays. It is a one nave, single apse with south 
conch*, decorated inside with frescoes of a later period - 19th -20th century. Near the church are preserved remains 
of an ancient building. Currently, the Monastery is not functioning, but the church opens on the temple festival  
“Ascension of Christ”

*Conch - (from Latin “concha”- clam, shell) means a semicircular niche, which is situated on the north and south 
temple walls of the cross dome (triconchal) Byzantine and Romanesque churches.

Accommodation and food: The Monastery does not offer food or accommodation.
Transport: 
The Monastery is quickly reached by following the highway E871 for the city of Pernik. From the 
eastern Moshino district in Pernik one should take north for the village of Golemo buchino and before entering in it 
should continue in northwest direction. The Monastery is nestled in the foothills of Lyulin Mountain and can be 
walked to following a mountain path. The Monastery is located exactly halfway between the two villages – Lyulin 
and Golemo buchino.



Golyamo Bukovo Monastery “St Life-Giving Spring”

Region: Bourgas


Location: The Monastery is located about four kilometers away from the village of Golyamo Bukovo in Strandzha 
Mountain.
History and general info:
 Myths and legends indicate that the Monastery was built in the 12th century on the 
foundations of an ancient sanctuary. Mr. Kosta Yanov from the village of Goliamo Bukovo had a dream in which the 
Virgin Mary pointed towards the Holy site. Kosta Yanov was ill, but became healthy immediately after following 
the advice of the Mother of God and washed himself with the holy spring water. According to various sources, in this 
area was located the Parorian Monastery – once a center of Hesychasts*. Golyamo Bukovo Monastery was 
destroyed and was recunstructed in the period 1873 - 1877. Since then is the present church. Restoration works 
began 1873 and ended in 1878. In the Monastery lived a monk named Gay who traded a Monastery sheep herd for 
1016 decares of farmland, and thanks to his entrepreneurship, this Monastery became the biggest landowner in the 
region of Strandzha. During this boom were built new barns, the old now convent, which is an imposing two-storey 
stone building, the water mills near Biala reka river and others. During socialism times, the old buildings of the 
Monastery were used as pioneer camps, which leads to the downfall of the Monastery. Since the autumn of 1990. 
due to the monk Evtimiy from the village of Rosen, the Monastery began to function again as a Christian cloister. He
took the restoration of the Monastery into a personal mission, rebuilt again the church and the residential building 
and the Monastery was revived with new life. The church was decorated with murals and the walls of the building 
were also art painted. In 1954 the Monastery was declared for a Culture monument and currently is a functional 
Monastery. Monk Evtimiy is the only clerical person inhabiting it now, relying on the help of a local family who was 
sheltered there.

*Hesychasm (from Greek: συχασµός, from συχία, means peace, quiet, solitude) is a mystical movement in 
Orthodox Christianity, stating that with intense prayer and self absorbtion, the believing person can attain union 
with God.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered so far.
Transport: 
The Monastery can be reached down on a satisfactory dirty road that starts from the village of Golyamo 
Bukovo in the heart of the Strandzha Mountain. The dirty road starts from the very village in eastern direction and it 
takes about 4 km to get to the Monastery.



Gorna Banya Monastery “St. St. Kiril and Methodiy”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Gorna Banya Monastery, also known as the Lyulin Monastery (named after the Lyulin mountain in 
which it nestled) is named after the St. Kiril and St. Methodiy. It is located at 5-6 km away from the Gorna Banya 
district in Sofia.

History and general info: The Monastery was founded in the 13th century during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. 
It is part of Monasteries in Sofia Mount Athos. Repeatedly destroyed by the Turks and rebuilt then by pilgrims. 
There are the hidden relics of king Stefan Srabski /Stefan Serbian/ and thus the belief that he was a grantor and 
builder of the Monastery. In 1875 it was reconstructed and in 1876 the Sofia Metropolitan Mileti sanctified the 
church. Then began the construction of a large two-storey building with verandas. After 19.09.1944 - in socialism 
time, the Monastery housed the so called labor troops, which ended the clerical life in the Monastery. Later it was 
restored as a cloister, but in 1972 a major fire destroyed the monastery buildings. Only the church was reconstructed 
but without its dome. Today Gornobanski Monastery consists only of church and auxiliary building. The church is 
with one nave, single apse basilica with two pentahedral conchas* and with no dome. Behind the altar there are 
some fragments of frescoes left. It is declared for a cultural monument.

*Conch - (from Latin “concha”- clam, shell) means a semicircular niche, which is situated on the north and south 
temple walls of the cross dome (triconchal) Byzantine and Romanesque churches.

Accommodation and food: Food and accommodation are not offered here.
Transport: 
The church can be reached by an automobile from the Gorna Bania quarter of Sofia. It is about 5-6 km 
away from there, by taking the Obzor street of the quarter and leaving Gorna Bania, passing through the Gorna 
Bania  villas area and following the main (left hand) road after the villa zone.



Gorna Breznitsa Monastery “St. Prophet Iliya”

Region: Blagoevgrad


Location: 
The Gorna Breznitsa Monastery is located above the village of the same name and 5 km northwest of the 
town of Kresna. It is relatively easy to be reached and its visit can be a nice stop during a trip in southwestern 
Bulgaria or a calm weekend in the Pirin mountain. The Monastery complex offers a magnificent view to the village 
beneath, and the Malashevtsi and Pirin mountains with Pirin's peak Vihren standing out in the distance.

History and general info:
 The Monastery "St. Prophet Iliya" in the village of Gorna Breznitsa is a new Bulgarian 
Monastery, built in 1992. The complex consists of a residential part for monks, a small church and a belfry. In 2004 
was built a new temple. In the courtyard you can see the ruins of an old women convent, which was destroyed during 
the Ottoman rule and abandoned by the nuns who fled in today's Macedonia. The Monastery has a holy spring where 
a shepherd from the nearby village found the icon of St. Iliya, which is now placed in the temple, and it is believed to 
be miraculous . The church stores the remains of Thracian pottery collection from the mid- third century, which was 
found during the construction works of the temple.

Accommodation and food:
 The Monastery offers 3 rooms with 3 beds each for accommodation, the price being 3 
lv. (1.5 EUR) per person. Food is not being served, though the nearby village of Gorna Breznitsa has 2-3 nice pubs. 
A big fireplace, erected just next to the entrance of the Monastery, can be used by the visitors.

Transport: 
Monastery “St.Profet Iliya” is located at 1200 m from the village of Gorna Breznitsa connected by 
asphalt road to it. The village can be reached by 5 grade asphalt road from the town of Kresna /exit right at the 
beginning of Kresna if on road E79 direction Sofia – Kulata/. Follow the signs showing the way to the Monastery, 
the first of which is on the main road E79.



Gorni Bogrov Monastery “St. George the Victorious”

Region: Sofia


Location: The Gorni Bogrov Monastery “St. George the Victorious” is located at the end of the village of Gorni 
Bogrov, on the main Sofia - Varna road.
History and general info:
 In the 19th century, the returning from Jerusalem Crusaders brought stone with cross 
and leave it in the area. Later, the locals decided that the place is sacred and must build a temple.  They kept the stone 
until the building process of the Monastery was finished as a symbol of the Christian faith and then placed in the 
altar of the newly built temple. In its present look the Monastery is from 20h century. It is with a complex of several 
residential buildings and a small church, built on the foundations of the old temple. Right next to the church is the 
chapel "St. Stefan", which was recently built. In the courtyard is a fountain and next to it are placed two monuments 
dedicated to the soldiers who died in the wars for the national unification of Bulgaria. There is a legend according to 
which a woman from the village of Gorni Bogrov asked to spend a week in the Monastery. On the third night she had 
a dream in which Holy Mother told her that behind the apse there is a spring with curative water. Then was 
constructed the fountain and the spring water was examined. It is strange that the water tastes like sulfur and indeed 
is healing. Currently, the Monastery is men and functional.

Accommodation and food: Food and accommodation are not offered here.

Transport: The Monastery lies on the main road between Sofia and Varna and there is a sign just before one reaches 
it.


Gorno Ezerovo Monastery “The Nativity of Mother of God”

Region: Burgas


Location: 
The Gorno Ezerovo Monastery “St Virgin Mary” is located between the quarter of Meden Rudnik of the 
city of Bourgas and the village of Gorno Ezerovo. The Monastery is built in the lowland, but represents a true oasis 
of beauty in the plain field.

History and general info:
 According to ancient legends the site was a pagan shrine presumably since Thracian 
times. It is assumed that the Monastery was founded in the 12th century and because of the healing waters 
underneath was made a room for treating sick people. The first documented evidence for the existence of the 
Monastery is from 1892. Municipal documents mention about the Monastery's holy spring. From the Liberation 
/1878/ until 1944 the Monastery was much revered and often visited by people from the city of Burgas. Under 
communism it continued to be visited by pilgrims who come here in secret by the authorities. In 1982, a group of 
religious people began to restore again the declined monastery. A woman - Mother Serafima, has dedicated to God, 
became a monk and since then takes care of the restoration and maintenance of the cloister. Nowadays, the 
Monastery has two churches - one of which, "Nativity of the Virgin" is newly built. In the Monastery complex there 
is also a residential building of three storeys, a cook-house and outbuildings. Currently, the Monastery has 40 
chapels. Each named after a different saint, and some were built on springs with healing water. The mineral springs 
are 7 in number and each of them has a different therapeutic characteristic. 

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered.

Transport: The road to the Monastery passes through the Meden Rudnik quarter of the city of Bourgas, From there, 
one needs to take a signed road to the right that leads straight to the Monastery.

Contact phones: (+359 56) 852 200 


Gorni Voden Monastery “St. St. Kirik and Yulita”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: The Monastery is located in the west slope of Rhodopes mountain, named Chernatitsa hill, about 2 km 
southwest from the town of Asenovgrad and at 1 km south of the Gorni Voden district of Asenovgrad.
History and general info:
 Historical evidences suggest that the Monastery was built in the 14th century next to a 
holy spring. Along with many other Monasteries it was destroyed during the violent Turkicisation process over the 
of Bulgarians in Chepino region (Western Rhodopes mountain), provided by Ottomans the 17th century. In the late 
17th century the Monastery was rebuilt in the name of St Petka. A little later near the new Monastery was rebuilt and 
the old "St. St. Kiril and Yulita" but Kardzhalimen /robbers/ put on fire both of the Monasteries in 1810. 
Reconstruction of  Gorni Voden Monastery started in 1816 and finished in 1835. The oldest building of the 
Monastery complex today is a holy spring covered with a dome, built in 1808g. The main Monastery building were 
built between 1835 and 1838, and in 1850 was completed the chapel "St. St. Kirik and Yulita", close to the holy
spring. Under communism, the Monastery has been transformed into a home for cares for mentally ill people. In 

1981, the Union of Architects in Bulgaria was issued a permission to restore the Monastery and to adapt to social 
activities. The next year, a team of architects and engineers, headed by architect Lubomir Shinkov, developed a 
project for the restoration and transformation of the Monastery for the needs of the International Academy of 
Architecture. The reconstruction, carried out under the technical guidance of Mr Hristo Radev, began in 1983 and 
ended in 1987. President of the Union of Architects in Bulgaria - Arch. Georgi Stoilov found officialy the Monastery 
on 25 September 1985. Initially it was used as a recreational and creative leisure building for the Union members 
and subsequently was transformed into 3-star hotel open to visitors.

Accommodation and food: The Monastery currently operates as a 3-star hotel and offers accommodation with the 
price being 20 lv. per bed (in March 2011). The complex avails of a restaurant, too.

Transport: A very good asphalt road leads from the town of Asenovgrad to the Gorni Voden district and then 
straight to the gates of the Monastery.

Contact phones: 0331 / 67919; 0331 / 64722 


Gradeshnitsa Monastery “St. Ioan the Baptist”

Region: Montana


Location: The Monastery is located near the village of Gradeshnitsa at 36 km. northeast of the city of Montana and 
38 km. northwest of the town of Vratsa.
History and general info:
 Foundation of the Gradeshnitsa Monastery links to the fortress in the area Kaleto, which 
existed until 11th century and a medieval village, now called "The village" and its necropolis, survived until 14c. At 
the end of the 16th century the Wallachian leader Mihail Vitiazul, assisted by the Transylvanian Prince Zigmund 
Batori and Moldavian Prince Aaron passed the Danube River and defeating the Turkish army conquered the towns 
of Targovishte, Toutrakan, Ruschuk, Svishtov, Nikopol, Pleven and Vratsa and reached the Balkan Mountains. 
During the military operations were destroyed over 2,000 villages, including Gradeshnitsa Monastery. In the early 
19th century, the Monastery was rebuilt and became a clerical and cultural center for the region, as it even housed 
and a church school. Nowadays Gradeshnitsa Monastery is functional, but is not inhabited by monks. The complex 
consists of a church, Monastery and domestic yards, surrounded by stone walls with four large and two small gates. 
In 1865 wyere build two-storey buildings, which are connected in the corner of each second floor with a small 
chapel, named "St. Ivan Rilski ". In 1972 the buildings, churches and chapels are thoroughly repaired and 
reconstructed. The church was built in 1861 and is stone construction, with one nave basilica with a gable roof 
ending with a stone frieze of three stages. Today's church was built on the foundations of the old temple, which 
theory is supported by the embedded boulders with primitive images of the crucified Jesus, a dove and an angel. On 
the second floor of the residential building in Gradeshnitsa Monastery is built in the chapel "St. Ivan Rilski", opened 
in 1865. It is organized in three parts: a spacious narthex*, large nave and altar. The walls are not painted with 
murals and the ceiling is vaulted and dressed with wooden paneling. The nave is separated from the altar with an 
wooden carved and richly decorated iconostasis, consisting of three belts. In the period 1998 - 2000 the church was 
restored and again consecrated with the help of the Kozloduy NPP.

* Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 


Accommodation and food:
 The Gradeshnitsa Monastery offers food and accommodation. It can host up to 33 
people for night stays, while there are some 40 places in the inside and in the open air where guests can have a meal. 
The Monastery also has its own guarded parking lot for 30 cars. The Gradeshnitsa Monastery is a wonderful place 
for business lunches, dinners, family holidays, wedding and baptizing ceremonies.

Transport: The Monastery can be easily reached by car from the village of Gradeshnitsa which is located to the 
northeast of the town of Montana towards the Danube town of Oryahovo.

Contact phones: 0887/790706
 


Granitsa Monastery “St. Luka”

Region: Montana


Location: Granitsa Monastery is located at the foot of Osogovska mountain, near the village Granitsa, at a distance 
of 8 km east from the town of Kyustendil.
History and general info:
 Granitsa Monastery "St. Luka" was founded in 10th century. There is a legend that there 
was learning St. Ivan Rilski. In 15th century. abbot was Yakov, the father of restorators of Rila Monastery - Yoasaf 
David and Teofan, who hail from the village of Granitsa. In the courtyard is built a fountain dedicated to the three 
monks.

Currently Granitsa Monastery "St. Luka "is functional. In 1948 it was restored. The complex consists of a one 
nave*, single apse** and no dome church on the west side of which is attached bell tower and residential buildings.
* Nave - Naos(Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

**Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

Accommodation and food: Offered accommodation and food.

Transport: Granitsa Monastery can be reached from the village Granitsa heading north.
Contact phones: 07911/ 286


Hadzhidimovo Monastery “St. Great Martyr George 
Victorious”

Region: Sofia


Location: Built on a hill near the town of Hadzhidimovo, on old Christian sanctuary, the Monastery was 
consecrated in year 1865.
History and general info: 
Around 1290 on the site of the Monastery was built Christian sanctuary, dedicated to 
Saint George Victorious. In the Ottoman conquest in the middle of the 14th century, the temple was several times 
burned by the invaders, and later was abandoned and completely forgotten by the local population.
Its discovery has acquired legendary character: 

The shepherd Atanas Lazarov (an old Bulgarian man) had a dream of a young man who appeared to him, riding a 
white horse. He told him to start excavating the mound, on which place, was later built temple. It was all covered 
with various bushes. Old man Atanas did not pay attention to that dream and ignored it. The next night, the dream 
has repeated, and this prompted the old man to tell his old wife /spouse/ about it. She also didn't took it seriously and 
after making a mock of it, said it was just a suggestion of his and would not allow him to dig. On the third night the 
young man again appeared and demanded him to start the work immediately in the morning. After sunrise old man 
Atanas left his wife with the sheep and grasped the shovel. Turks who had property around this hill, saw him and 
began to negotiate him to abandon this undertaking. Although he would not step back, the old man realized that he 
could not consent them, so he left. In the evening the young man appeared to him again and told him not to be afraid 
of those who impede the work as they will be forced to retreat. This reassured old man Atanas who went again to the 
site and continued the undertaking. The Turk whose field estate - about 5-6 decares, was situated on the south side of 
the hill, went out with oxen to plow it. Seeing the mound being dug, he went to check what was going on. Once he 
understood that there would be a “vakaf” (church, holy place), he was so irate, that in his most vulgar manner drove 
away the old man and even beat him. The Turk thought he had defeated and returned calmly to his field. During this 
time his oxen had lied down to rest. He urged them to rise, but they would not move. So he started beating them, but 
they again wouldn't. The Turks, who rushed to assist him, were interested, what was the reason such good oxen 
could not stand on their feet. And when they realized that he had drove off the giaour and even beat him, neither of 
them approved this action. "Because - they say - if this man came here to dig without anyone paying him, there was 
the hand of Allah (God) involved." So they made him recall the old man to continue his work. When old man Atanas 
returned, the Turk went to the oxen, and at his first prompting at the animals they stood ready for work. Stunned, the 
Turk took them home and granted the piece of field to the monastery. This is the first gift to the monastery, which is 
now in his possession (located under the fence south of the church). After this no one tried to interfere the digging. 
Even assistants arrived and work progressed. A few days later old man Atanas found an icon of St. George, which 
was completely preserved. This made everybody very enthusiastic. More assistants joined and soon a chapel was 
erected in honor of St. George. Old man Atanas with other Bulgarians from the village were constantly working on 
its development. It existed for about 15 years. For beginning of the construction was necessary firman issued by the 
sultan. So clerics together with old man Atanas went and asked the Bey /governor/ of the village to go to 
Constantinople and apply for the necessary for the construction Sultan's firman. The Bey was sympathetic to the 
Bulgarians and agreed to their request. So he went to Constantinople and soon brought the firman. According to the
document, the temple should be dug two meters into the ground. At the start of the building masters try to execute 
the instruction, but that proved impossible because under the soil they came up a strong stone. And the Bey had 
again to go to Constantinople and take out a new firman. It was with imported note that temple should be built 
without windows. And was done. After the Liberation were knocked out windows that today provide lighting in the 
temple.

The church was built in 1864 and in 1865 was consecrated. Discovered during excavations, the icon of St. George 
was stored in an altar and was never exhibited to the pilgrimage. So it gradually was forgotten, and did not receive 
any special tribute. In 1961, with the insistence of the trustees board, chaired by Trifon Simidchiev and by 
Nevrokopska Eparchy it was sent to the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences for certification. It was found that the icon 
dates from the period 1750 – 1800. On May 6, 1961 it was returned to the Monastery and consecrated by 
Metropolitan of Nevrokop Pimen and exhibited out to worshippers. With assistance by Lyudmila Zhivkova were 
provided funds for repairs to the temple

Accommodation and food: Food and accommodation are not offered.


Ilientsi Monastery “St. Prophet Ilia”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Ilientsi Monastery “St Prophet Ilia” is situated in the Sofia district of Ilientsi, on 13 Petunia Street. 
“St Prophet Ilia” is one of few Bulgarian Monasteries that are built in the field and in close proximity to houses. It 
consists of a church, a one-storey residential building, a fountain and a wooden belltower next to it.

History and general info:
 According to some sources Ilientsi Monastery was founded in the 12th century, and 
according to others - after 16th and early 17th century. From the studies conducted, it can be assumed that in this 
place, in antiquity times there was a pagan temple, of which only survived the east part of the present church. In the 
Monastery temple were found three layers of frescoes each of the dating from different periods. The first layer is a 
mural of 16-17 century style with thematic murals pattern resembling the ones in Kurilo Seslavtsi, Eleshnitsa and 
other Monasteries in the area, all associated with creativity and artistic impact of art painter Pimen Zograph. This 
first layer is overplastered with lime, and on top it is painted second layer – from the period of the expansion of the 
church in the late 17th century. The third layer of frescoes derives from 1832. which is proved by an inscription in 
the church. Presumably that was painted by Toma Vishanov of Bansko art school, who is also the author of the 
decorations in the church "Pokrov Bogorodichen" in  Rila Monastery. Today, the church was turned into a museum, 
but the chapel is functioning. The Monastery is maintained, but is not inhabited by monks.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.

Transport: The Monastery is easy to find as it is situated in the very quarter of Ilientsi in Sofia.
Contact phones: 02/ 8361069
 


Ivailovgrad Monastery “St. St. Konstantin and Elena”  

Region: Plovdiv


Location: The Monastery is located at 2 km south-southwest of Ladzha district in Ivailovgrad.
History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded in the 13th century, later was destroyed and rebuilt again in 
1846. In the second half of the 19th century were formed two courtyards: monk-pilgrimage and a farming one. In 
the first there was a building with monastic cells, cook house with kitchen, bakery and dining areas and large twostory inn. In the second courtyard were built stables and hay. In 20th century all buildings except the temple 
collapsed. There were some small renovations and is now the Monastery complex consists of a three-nave church, 
modern residential building and an old fountain from 1846. In 1970 it was surrounded by a stone wall and its 
architecture features today differ from the other Rhodope montain Monasteries. The Monastery is declared for a 
monument of culture.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered.

Transport: Ivailovgrad Monastery is easily reached from Ladzha district in Ivailovgrad.
 


Ivanovo Monastery “St. Michael the Archangel”

Region: Rousse


Location: Ivanovo Monastery is located at 22 km south of Ruse, east of the village of Ivanovo.
History and general info:
 Ivanovo Monastery complex "St. Archangel Michael" is also known as Ivanovo rock 
churches. The caves were inhabited by monks since the 13th to the 17th century, and most famous and preserved 
chapels today are Gospodev Dol /God's Gorge/ and Zatrupanata Carkva /Buried Church/. As if, in an effort to be as 
close, as possible to the Lord, the monks began to settle here in the 13th century, digging cells, churches and chapels 
in the rocks. In the zenith of the religious complex, the rock churches are about 40, and the monks' cells and other 
premises - 300. Unfortunately, most of them did not survive to present days. In five of the preserved churches there 
are frescoes painted in the 13th-14th centuries that are preserved until now. Artists pained the sacred place with 
realistic paintings rich in color and composition, and turned them into a true treasure of Bulgarian medieval 
painting. On the walls you can see paintings with antique motifs - nude female statues, columns on lions,  masks. All 
this indicates the interest in antiquity and its culture and art, which can be seen in all of the arts in the Orthodox world 
from the 14th century. The main church in Ivanovo complex is the one of the Virgin Mary. Inside of it, visitors can 
see a portrait of Tsar Ivan Alexander. On it the king holds a scale model of the church, which is a typical manner of 
founder praising. From all the survived churches, the "God's Gorge" church is the one most richly decorated with 
frescoes. In some monastic cells could be read the secret confessions of monks, carved into the walls. Other 
preserved church – the “Buried Church”, which is located in the area called Pismata /Letters/ also keeps much of its 
murals. One of the founders of the church was Tsar Ivan Asen II, which is confirmed by found in "Buried Church" 
portrait of the king, depicted with a smaller model of the church in his hands. It is assumed that the third remarkable 
church in the complex, which is simply called "The Church" was founded by Tsar Ivan Alexander. Inside of it also 
could be seen valuable paintings with biblical scenes in Justinian in style. Unfortunately, even today the Monastery 
compound is a victim of illegal treasure-hunters. Ivanovo rock churches are under the protection of UNESCO.


Accommodation and food:
 Although the Ivanovo Monastery is a popular toursist destination, it does not offer 
food and accommodation. The nearby village of Ivanovo does not have a good choice of such facilities either.

Transport: 
The Ivanovo Monastery can be reached by car. First, one needs to follow the road south of Rousse till 
he/she reaches the village of Ivanovo. The distance from the village to the Monastery is about 4km and the road is 
well-signed and asphalted.



Izvor Monastery "Assumption of Mary"

Region: Montana


Location: Izvor Monastery is located at 2 km south of the village of Izvor, at 9 km from the town of Dimovo and 
about 40 km. from the city of  Vidin.
History and general info:
 There is a legend that tells that the Monastery was founded in the 12th century by the 
Russian prince Izvor Tavorski. During Ottoman rule, it was robbed, destroyed and abandoned. In the 17th century 
monk Sylvester began his reconstruction. The church was restored in 1923 with funds and donations by Vidin 
Diocese and by laity from Vidin and Lom and. The church iconostasis dates from 1868. The murals were created by 
Gospodin Serbezov - artist, who painted many more churches - such as "The Seven Saints” memorial Cathedral  
"Alexander Nevski" in Sofia and in the church "St. Dimitar" in Vidin. During the 1988-1989 on the spot of the old 
single-storey building of Izvor Monastery was raised three-storey monk dwellings with guest rooms, pipe water, 
sanitation and heating. Now Izvor Monastery is functional with nuns serving there.

Accommodation and food: Accomoddation and food are offered

Transport: Izvor Monastery is reached by the main road (E79) from Vidin to Montana cities and the turn for the 
cloister is next to the town of Dimovo.

Contact phones: 0898/ 330 027
 


Iskrets Monastery “Assumption of Mary”

Region: Sofia


Location: Iskrets Monastery is located in the Western part of the Balkan Mountains, about 2 km. east of the village 
of Iskrets.
History and general info:
 It was founded in the 13th century and in the 14th century it was destroyed by the 
invading Turks. In the 17th century it was rebuilt as a chapel, and 1834 started functioning again as a Monastery. 
Today it functions from time to time. The complex consists of church and residential buildings. The church is a one 
nave, apse, with no dome building, strengthened with buttresses*. The main part was built in the 17th century and in 
1846 was built nartex** with dimensions 10x7.40 meters, wider and longer than the nave***, which is 8.70x5m of 
size. It was renewed in the year 2000. The walls are covered with three layers of frescoes, featuring senior artistic 
properties. South of the church and next to it, there is a heptagonal domed baptismal - confessional building (built in 
1856) with frescoed walls, which is the only one of its kind in all of the Bulgarian monasteries. The Monastery was 
declared a cultural monument.

* Buttresses - Transverse wall, mostly triangular or in trapezoidal shape, which strengthens the main supporting 
structure; absorbs horizontally or obliquely acting forces.

** Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

*** Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.


Kabile Monastery “The Nativity of Mother of God“

Region: Bourgas


Location: 
The Monastery named “ The Nativity of Mother of God ” stands out in the middle of a field, nearby the 
archeology reserve of Kabile, at 6 km away from the city of Yambol. Its with well maintained  courtyard bringing 
joy to the visitor's eyes with its numerous plants and flowers.

History and general info:
 There is a legend which tells that in late antiquity, Kabile region was a major religious 
center. About a kilometer from today's ruins of the city Kabile, was raised a Monastery built during the reign of 
Emperor Konstantin Veliki in the 4th century. The legend says that Queen Elena regularly used to send people to 
bring her from its healing holy spring water. Until the fall of Bulgaria under Ottoman rule, the Monastery was 
female. It is rumoured that this place was in the route of Patriarch Evtimiy on his the way to his exile in the 
Bachkovo Monastery. The Turks motivated by the legends of buried treasure, acrimoniously were rummaging 
through the area and when found nothing, burned the temple and buried up the spring. The site was deserted, but the 
legends continued to spread the information of the healing spring water. Gradually the spring was forgotten, but 17 
years later, Mrs Maria Marinova from the city of Sliven had a dream of a woman in black who has shown her the 
spring and told her that this spring existed since 1000 years ago. So the spring was again discovered. Today, Kabile 
Monastery is run by Mother Abbess Minodora. The healing spring was turned into a fountain, and the water cures 
vision illnesses and nerve diseases also. There is also a pool with healing water.

.

Accommodation and food: The Monastery offers accommodation and can host up to 50 people. There people from 
all over the country often spend several days in a row with the biggest inflow naturally being during religious 
holidays.

Transport: It is easy to get there by car from Yambol and Sliven – at 1 km. away from the village of Kabile on a 
decent asphalt road.
 


Kalofer Monastery (nunnery) “Holy Blessed Virgin”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: The Kalofer nunnery “Holy Blessed Virgin”is situated in the Balkan town of Kalofer, on the right bank of 
the Tundzha River.
History and general info: Totally in area of the town of Kalofer there are four Мonasteries. The 
women convent "Holy Blessed Virgin" was founded in the early 18th century. The exact year of its 
establishment is not known, as it is set on fire three times during Ottoman rule and all written 
records are destroyed. In 1800 it was burnt down twice, but the nuns restored it. The original church 
was small wooden one, but when the number of nuns reaches 90 a new temple was needed, as well 
as new larger dwellings. So the nuns headed to Russia with fundraising mission. They returned in 
1862 and began construction of a new church to replace the old wooden church. In 1877, during the 
Russо-Turkish Liberation War, the Мonastery was destroyed for the third time. The majority of 
citizenship and nuns fled to northern Bulgaria. Those who remained were mercilessly massacred 
and the Мonastery - destroyed and robbed. After the Liberation the survived nuns decided to 
restore the largest one of the four Kalofer Мonasteries, but had no money for that. For this reason, 
they again headed to Russia for aid. After three years, the Мonastery "Holy Blessed Virgin" was 
completely reconstructed with Russian funds and the church again was decorated with Russian 
icons. Iconostasis, chandelier, candles and candle holders - all a gift from Russia. The church was 
built by Ivan Boyanin - one of the fore masters of the Bratsigovo building school in the country. The 
murals were painted by the local artist Kiril Kanchev in 1960. In the 18th and 19th century, the 
Мonastery is the center of girls' education in Bulgaria. From across the country girls were sent here 
to be educated and later they in turn established in their homelands the first girls' schools. 
Education took place in the nun cells and therefore the school is called a Monastery school. The 
first Bulgarian teacher Anastasia Dimitrova studied at the Мonastery and then found in her 
hometown Pleven the first Bulgarian school. The Мonastery managed to keep the monastic image 
and is now managed and maintained by Abbess Valentina Drumeva and has 11 more nuns.


Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.

Transport: The Мonastery is situated in the upper part of the town of Kalofer. An asphalt road 
leads straight to it.


Kalofer Monastery (brotherhood) “The Nativity of 
Mother of God”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: 
The Kalofer monks Monastery “Nativity of Mother of God” is situated at some 7km away from the town 
of Kalofer in northern direction. The Monastery lies in a picturesque valley on the bank of the Byala Reka river, 
surrounded by hills of the Balkan mountain. The entrance to the Central Balkan national park and the Byala Reka 
complex can be seen some 200m behind the Monastery. An eco-path named “Byala Reka” that is a part of the Byala 
Reka complex (the latter includes also the Byala Reka camp and a Children Survival in the wild center
“Dzhendema”) starts close to the Monastery,  also.

History and general info:
 Kalofer Monastery "The Nativity of Mother of God" was founded in 1640. Twice the 
Monastery was burned by the Turks, but then was revived in 1819, and in the same year was built the church. During 
the Russian-Turkish  Liberation War, it was again destroyed, and in 1881 - rebuilt and gained its present form. Then 
was built the new church by Gentcho Kanev from Tryavna. The last restoration of the Kalofer Monastery was done 
in celebration the 1300th anniversary of the founding of the Bulgarian state, celebrated in 1981. The church murals 
were painted in 2003 by the artist Michael Minkov from the city of Plovdiv and Nanko Nankov from the city of 
Shumen. The temple festival is being celebrated on September 8. Today the Kalofer Monastery is functional with 
men monks. The complex consists of a church and residential and commercial buildings. Near the Monastery is the 
holy spring chapel of “St. Panteleimon”, built in 1825.


Accommodation and food:
 The Monastery offers accommodation in apartments and rooms with 4 beds. The price 
of an apartment with a WC/bathroom per night was 28 leva (7 lv. per person) in September 2007, while the price of a 
room without a WC/bathroom was 20 leva (5 lv. per person). Food is not offered. Some 50m. away from the 
Monastery one can have a snack, barbecued meat or a salad in a simple coffee shop.

Transport: The Monastery can be reached down a relatively good road. Even if dirty at places, the road is still 
acceptable for a limousine. It is advisable to ask for the direction in the town of Kalofer.

Contact phones: 0884/ 596417; 0888/ 639999


Kamentsi Monastery “God's Resurrection”

Region: Ruse


Location: 
The Kamentsi Monastery “God's Resurrection” lies in the very village of Kamentsi in the Silistra district, 
about 30km to the southeast of Silistra. The village is situated in a picturesque gorge, and is surrounded by hills 
covered with thick woods and rocks.

History and general info:
 Originally the Monastery was established as men cloister, but during the Ottoman rule it 
was destroyed and burnt down. In 1906, however, was rebuilt as a nunnery. In the same year the belonging church 
was built the Monastery, and it is still preserved. It is with quite impressive size and inside there are well preserved 
frescoes and icons. Kamentsi Monastery is situated in a picturesque area in which it is believed that air and water 
have healing properties.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.
Transport: 
The village and the Monastery can be reached down an offroad to the left from the main road traveling 
from the town of Dobrich to Silistra that starts a few kilometers after one enters the Silistra district. The way to the 
Monastery is signed.
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Karan Varbovka Monastery “St. Marina”





Region: Ruse


Location: The Karan Varbovka Monastery “St. Marina” is situated in a picturesque area about 53km away from the 
town of Rousse and some 23km to the southeast of the town of Dve Mogili.
History and general info:
 The history of the Monastery is divided into three periods: First period – The First 
Monastery (ancient history) dates of times of the Second Bulgarian Empire to the fall of Bulgaria under Ottoman 
rule, when it was burned. Second period - the Second Monastery (mean story) covers the period from the discovery 
of the Holy spring - at the end of 18th century to the first half of the 19th century when was built the second 
Monastery in the yard where the present Monastery is. The period ends with its second complete destruction 
(probably burned) during the uprisings at the end of the slavery. Third period – The present Monastery (new story), 
is from the construction of the Monastery after the Liberation – until nowadays. According to a legend after burning 
the Monastery, the land passed in the hands of the Turks. Then a blind child of a Turkish man washed with water 
from the holy spring on the day of St. Marina - 17 July and got his vision. As an act of gratitude the father donated 
land to the christians. The new church was built in 1890. The temple festival is July 17. In 1911 or 1912 the 
Monastery was passed to Dorostol and Cherven metropolitan diocese. In 1940 were built the Monastery kitchen, 
dining premise, warehouse, basement and a bathroom. Dorostol and Cherven diocesan council in its meeting on 
11.02.1965 took a decision on a protocol № 12 that the Monastery will have a status of women's and should be 
named after St. Martyr Marina. The decision was approved by the Holy Synod with Protocol № 1/02.1966.

Accommodation and food: Food is not offered, but small groups of people can be accommodated at the 
Monastery. Currently, a new residential building for guests is being built, too.

Transport: The “St. Marina” Monastery can be reached down a 3km asphalt road that starts from the village of 
Karan Vurbovka and follows the current of the Cherni Lom river.

Contact phones: 081461 293 


Kardzhali Monastery “St. John, the Precursor”

Region: Stara Zagora


Location: The Orthodox clerical center (the Monastery) " St John, the Precursor" is located in "Gledka" dsitrict in 
the city of Kardzhali.
History and general info:
 According to historical records, in 10-11th century, the Monastery was bishop, and later 

– a metropolitan center. This is supported by the unique artifacts found in the temple and around it - five brick layed 
tombs. Four of them belong to a senior clerics and the other one is supposed to be of a prominent secular aristocrat. 
One of the tombs, located in the church was closed hermetically, but after carefully opening, inside were found the 
remains of a senior Christian clerical man of the late 17th and early 18th century with preserved ritual clothes. This 
was the first time when such clothings were found in a tomb. According to some scientist the relics belong to the 
Patriarch Evtimiy Tarnovski, others reject this hypothesis, because of the lack of supporting evidence. 
Archaeologists also found a completely preserved stole* weaven with gold and with unusual decorations, as well as 
cross-stitched fabric with church relics. There are a total of 4 places in the world in which are found treasures like 
this one and in Bulgaria and this is the first evidence that in the Middle Ages Kardzhali was an important Christian 
center. According to historical data the stole is extremely expensive. It is assumed that it is created in 
Constantinople. In the year of 2000 was restored one of the churches of the Monastery. Due to the high artistic value 
of the remains of the medieval Monastery and church of “St. John the Baptist” (located on the right bank of the river 
Arda  in district Veselchane, in the town of Kardzhali) they are declared for being culture monuments of national 
importance.

*Stole - (In Bulgarian - „Epitrachil“, deriving from the town of "epi" - over, around, and "trahilos" - neck) is a 
garment that goes up the neck and down the chest down. This is primarily a priest robe, because without it, the priest 
cannot perform any worship.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here.
Transport: The Monastery is easy to reach as it is located in the very town of Kurdzhali, in the Veselchane quarter.


Kazanlak Monastery “Holy Blessed Virgin”

Region: Stara Zagora


Location: The Kazanlak Monastery “Holy Blessed Virgin” is situated in the very town of Kazanlak. The 
impressive complex is hidden behind a high and thick wall from the sight of laymen. 
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History and general info:
 It is known that the Monastery was founded in 1828 by Susana Gencheva from 
Kazanlak, a novice in Kalofer Monastery "The Assumption of Mary". Susana had a dream of St. Mary that told her 
to return to the town of Kazanlak and to establish a Monastery there . The nun gathered eight other novices and 
returned in Kazanlak. Originally they settled in the house of a local citizen, called Ivancho Klatnata, who granted 
them his home. The nuns lived in extreme poverty and hardly provided themselves with their livelihoods, crafting 
and selling friezes and gloves and relying on the help of relatives. The church in the Monastery was built in 1866 
with the support of St. Petersburg Bishop Isidor. Construction of the church continued nine years and was carried 
out by masters from Debar. The murals were painted by three art painters. During the Liberation War the church was 
used by the Turks for grocery store and was burned at the retreat of the Turkish troops. Since then, the frescoes in the 
church are smoked up and almost invisible. In 1975 the church was declared a cultural monument.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.
Transport: The Monastery is located in the very centre of Kazanlak, so it is easy to reach.


Kilifarevo Monastery “The Nativity of Mother of God”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo


Location: Kilifarevo Monastery is situated along the river Belitsa, at about 4 km. south of Kilifarevo town and 
about 14 km. away from the city of Veliko Tarnovo.
History and general info:
 Kilifarevo Monastery named “Virgin Birth“ was founded in 1348 by the famous 
Bulgarian hesychast Teodosiy with the support of Tsar Ivan Alexander. Teodosiy became abbot of the Monastery 
and it soon became one of the most important educational centers in Bulgaria and a clerical center of the Orthodox 
hesychasm. In the Monastery were written and translated various liturgical books, biographies, sermons and secular 
books. It became the center of the literacy school, which in 1360 has over 460 students. Here were educated 
Patriarch Evtimiy, Romil Vidinski and  the future Metropolitan of Kiev and Moscow Kiprian. When Bulgaria fell 
under Ottoman rule and the Ottoman invasion reached the city of Veliko Tarnovo, the Monastery was fortified with 
walls and turrets. Tsar Ivan Alexander made a donation for the construction of the main tower and a new church. 
However, the Monastery was conquered and destroyed. In 1442 the Monastery was again mentioned in historical 
documents and in 1596. It became a refuge for survivors of Second Tarnovo Uprising. Again burned and ravaged by 
the Turks, the Monastery ceased to exist at this location. The Kilifarevo Monastery was raised at a new location – the 
one that remained until today. In the same year was built and frescoed the church "Virgin Birth" with two chapels, 
dedicated to St. Ivan Rilski and Teodosiy. In the late 18th century part of the Monastery was again destroyed by the 
Turks, but was soon restored. In 1840 the Renaissance master Kolyu Ficheto began construction of the current 
church "St. Dimitar ". He kept a part of the old altar wall and the two chapels of “St. Teodosiy” and “St. Ivan Rilski”. 


The church was completed in 1842. In 1950 the Monastery was transformed into a female, after the arrival of a nun 

Iustina, with Russian origin. Today Kilifarevo Monastery is female and its complex includes a church, residential 
and farm buildings. The church is with one dome and one nave. The residential buildings are with two storeys and 
are built in Renaissance style. In Kilifarevo Monastery are stored several valuable icons, crafted by Tryavna artists 
Yonko Popvitanov and Dosyo Koyuv and a famous icon of Ivan Rilski with his biography, painted by Krustyu 
Zahariev.

Accommodation and food:
 The Kilifarevo Monastery offers accommodation in good conditions. The prices (as of 
the summer of 2004) are 6 lv. per night in a room with a bathroom&WC in the new residential building and 4 levs per 
night in a room without a bathroom&WC in the old building. One can have food in a mehana (i.e. pub) about 500 
meters away from the Monastery's gates.

Transport: 
The Monastery is easy to reach following the road to the south of Veliko Turnovo. Which crosses the 
Balkan mountain at the Haimboaz Pass. The town of Kilifarevo lies about 12km away from the Monastery, while 
the road from the town to the Monastery is signed.

Contact phones: +359 6114 2480 


Kladnitsa Monastery “St Nikolay Mirlikiiski
the Miracle-Worker”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Kladnitsa Monastery “St Nikolay Mirikliiski the Miracle-Worker” is situated at 30km away from 
Sofia, on the Western slope of the Vitosha mountain. It rises a few kilometers above the village of Kladnitsa, built 
over a hill between two rivers at 1,200m above the sea level. A marvelous view to the entire Pernik field is revealed 
from the yard of the Monastery in western direction.

History and general info:
 The Kladnitsa Monastery was founded in the 13th century, but during the Ottoman rule, 
was destroyed. In the past, the Monastery was part of Sofia Little Mount Athos and was located higher than the place 
where it is now. Above the Monastery then was ascending a stronghold, which including the lands of the Monastery 
was under the possession of a local boyar. During the Ottoman rule Kladnitsa Monastery was several times 
devastated and gradually abandoned. In 1841-1845 the Monastery was restored thanks to the donations of the local 
people, especially to Spas Burnov from the village of Marchaevo, who became the first abbot of the Monastery. By 
the beginning of totalitarianism in Bulgaria - September 9, 1944 in the Monastery was kept a journal in which was 
described the history of the Monastery, but it was burned out. The nationalization deprived the Monastery of its 
property and the farming gradually declined, and religious functions – faded also. In 1995 in Kladnitsa Monastery 
settles a monks brotherhood which later left it in 2000. Nevertheless, in 2001 local authorities undertake the 
restoration of the Monastery and it gradually regained back its properties and renewed the clerical functions. 
Kladnitsa Monastery is regularly functional and consists of a church, residential and farm buildings. The church 
was built in 1841. And is a small one-nave, apsed building with two conchas and with no dome. In 1866 to the 
western facade was attached a portico serving as an open narthex. The church was decorated in 1883. by Kosto 
Antikarov from the town of Samokovets and its murals are featured by primitivism and illustrations.

Accommodation and food:
 Food and accommodation are not offered. Yet the Selimitsa mountain chalet, where 
one can be put up for the night and have a meal, is situated nearby. The hut is reached down a 3 km paved road that 
starts from the village of Kladnitsa. Its restaurant offers a diverse choice of food, and has a dining hall for 40 people 
and an open-air terrace. The chalet can accommodate up to 20 people in 6 rooms (a double, three triples, one for four 
persons and one – for five) and has a common bathroom. The Selimitsa mehana that can put up for the night 15 
people and has a garden restaurant for 60 people is also to be found nearby.

Transport: 
The road to the Monastery is paved and accessible throughout the whole year, since it is cleaned and 
covered with sand during the winter because of the proximity of the Selimitsa chalet (1-2 km up the same road that 
leads to the Monastery). Every hour around the week an shuttle bus leaves from the city of Sofia (central railway 
station) and comes to the centre of the village of Kladnitsa by passing through the Sofia quarters of Knyazhevo, 
Vladaya and Rudartsi. A regular bus to the village can be also taken from the town of Pernik (N21) or from the bus 
station in the Sofia quarter of Ovcha Kupel.

Contact phones: 048/ 792531; 099/ 424275 
 


Klisura Monastery “St. St. Kyril and Methodius”

Region: Montana


Location: 
Klisura Monastery is located beside the Vreshtitsa river, under Todorini kukli peak at the northern foot of 
the mountain Koznitsa, from the Western Balkan Mountains. It is located at 4 km of the town of Barzaya (until to 
1950 called Klisura), and about 9 km from Berkovitsa, at 28 km away from Vratsa and at 54 km away from Sofia.

History and general info:
 Initially, during the Second Bulgarian Empire and in the reign of Ivan Asen II - in 1240, 
was founded a Monastery called "Pustia" It had been burned and destroyed, but then again restored by the Christian 
population. During the Renaissance it was restored by Alexander Damianov (monk Antim) from the town of 
Berkovitsa. In 1869 he built a cookhouse, then the chapel "St. Nikola" and the holy spring facility. From 1887 to 
1890 was built the church "St. Apostles Kirill and Metodiy". Archimandrite Antim, the founder and abbot of the 
monastery died in 1922. Another prominent benefactor to the monastery is Iliya Stoyanov. The church and the 
Monastery were restored in 1936-37, and in this final form are preserved until today. The restoration works are done 
by masters from the town of Samokov who crafted ?the iconostasis also. The murals are painted by George 
Zhelyazkov and Georgi Bogdanov.

Accommodation and food:
 Klisura Monastery offers excellent conditions for recreation. It can accommodate 
visitors into 80 beds and 2 apartments, the price of which is 8 lv./ per bed in a room and 10 lv./ per bed in the 
apartment. The rooms are with own bathroom. The restaurant serves traditional Bulgarian dishes with products 
from the cloister farm. Besides accommodation and meals, also are provided mountain hiking, horseback riding, 
folk concerts, bakery of ritual breads.

Transport: About 3 km after the town of Barzaya is a turn for the town of Varshets. Then another 5 km. lead to the 
turnoff for Klisura Monastery. The road is paved and with signes.

Contact phones: +359 88 6560612; +359 88 6560613 


Klisura Monastery “St. Petka Paraskeva”

Region: Sofia


Location: Klisura Monastery "St. Petka Paraskeva" is located in the outskirts of Sofia, at 8 km from the town of 
Bankia, northwest from the village Klisura. To the Monastery leads a narrow asphalt road.
History and general info:
 Initially Klisura Monastery "St. Petka Paraskeva" was built on an ancient road 
connecting the village of Breznik with Sofia. There is not many historical data about the  history of the Monastery 
because all records and the Monastery library burned in a large fire in the second half of the 20th century. Most 
information is sourced on the basis of legends preserved through the centuries. According to one of the legends 
about the origin of the monastery in 1238 the Bulgarian Tsar Ivan Assen II while carrying to the capital of that time -  
Tarnovo, the relics of St. Petka Bulgarska, the procession stopped for rest and the saint sanctified with her 
imperishable body the place around. A church was built on it, later – a Monastery. After the end of her life, her 
remains, which brought healing to many people, were moved from her hometown in Bulgaria to Serbia, and then to 
Constantinople. And then from 1641 are laid in the Romanian city of Yash, where even today happen many 
miracles. The old church was built more than 300 years ago, but has collapsed by itself in 1956. Then, a 
“schimnitsa”-nun /who took vow for silence/ Mariya Magdalina (Dohtorova), of Russian origin who arrived at that 
time for only two years reconstructed the church "St. Petka" whose magnificent frescoes following in the canon are 
full size images of Bulgarian and Russian saints, of biblical and lifetime scenes. Born in 1896 in Kiev Mariya 
Magdalina after the difficult years of the pilgrimage in Italy, France, Austria, Greece, finds her spiritual vocation in 
Serbian, Romanian, Albanian Monasteries and then ends her life time in 1978 as “schimnitsa”-abbes in Klisura
Monastery ""St. Petka Paraskeva", where she manages to gather a numerous monastic community. 
Since 2002, abbess of the cloister is Mother Filotea and she takes care of its maintenance as well as the preservation 
of the spiritual life in it.

Today, the beautiful and peaceful Monastery complex, consists of a small church, residential and outbuildings that 
are richly and brightly art painted with saints and gospel scenes (external and internal walls of the building), 
accompanied by quotations from Scripture. It all looks as an open book - they give a feeling of divine beauty to the 
place. Most of external paintings were created recently, which fact does not diminish their value. The brightness and 
vivid colors of the murals are further underlined by the restored old low buildings in the monastic part. The 
Monastery impresses with a courtyard garden, which maintained with love and good sense.

Accommodation and food:
 Neither food nor accommodation is offered here; yet the nearby holiday town of 
Bankya, famous for its curable mineral waters, has plenty of hotels, rest houses, and private flats. Good restaurants 
and fast food places also abound there.

Transport: 
In order to reach this holy divine place, you should after leaving the capital city to the west, if this is still 
your departure spot, you should get to the center of the nearby town of Bankya, where the paved road leads straight 
to the Monastery. For anyone going there, the best would be to conduct a short consultation conversation with 
people from the local population, which certainly will not confuse you and show you the right direction.



Knyazhevo Monastery “Shroud of the Mother of God”

Region: Sofia


Location: Knyazhevo Monastery "Shroud of the Mother of God" is about 4 km. away from the center of 
Knyazhevo at the foot of Vitosha Mountain. It is a women convent.
History and general info:
 Initially, in the 15th century on the place of the Monastery there was the small church 
"St. Luka". In the area was found a cemetery and it is assumed that, like what happened in the church in town of 
Batak – here also many people have sought refuge in the church, but were then killed. The cemetery is still preserved 
in the church "St. Luka”.  Little Church “Shroud of the Mother of God”, is now renovated and restored completely. 
It stores a copy of the icon "Iverska Miroticheva", as the original is in a museum in Canada. The icon is known that 
the from the saint's eyes flows chrism, which is not greasy, but it is not water as well. There is a legend that tells - if 
you soak a piece of cloth in the chrism and then put on sore spot - it heals. Central place in the church occupies the 
mural with the biblical scene "Shroud of the Mother of God". In the Monastery there is a large library, in which are 
stored incunabula papers.

On October 1, the Monastery celebrates Shroud of the Mother of God. On October 18, is the day of Saint Luka.
Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here; 

Transport: The Monastery is easy to find because it is Knyazhevo district in Sofia and is located a few meters from 
“Tsar Boris III” Blvrd.
 


Kokalyane Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Kokalyane cloister, “St. Archangel Michael”, is also known as the Urvich Monastery. It is situated 
amid the beautiful scenery of the Plana mountain, about 4km away from the village of Kokalyane (in the outskirts of 
the city of Sofia) and some 6km to the northeast of the village of Zheleznitsa.

History and general info:
 Kokalyane Monastery "St. Arhandel Michael" was built in the 11th century during the 
reign of Tsar Samuil. Legends tell that once when the king was hunting, killed a doe that before she died shed big 
tears. Touched by this, the king ordered on the spot to be built a Monastery in honor of  St. Michael the Archangel. In 
the Monastery was discovered the so-called "Urvishki" book collection, composed in the 16th century, which 
contains 50 sheets with information for pilgrims, lectures and four eulogies for the archangels Michael and Gabriel, 
including the praise of  St. Kliment Ohridski. At the time of  Ottoman rule, the Monastery was an important literacy
center. Burned twice and then was rebuilt in 1858 by the monk Hrisant. On 16 June 1898 the Monastery was 
plundered and father Hrisant was killed by bandits. Today his grave is preserved at the front door of the Monastery 
courtyard.

After the Liberation in the 19th century, the Monastery was rebuilt completely. The old church was demolished, and 
in the period 1896 – 1898, with donations from the local population was raised a new building built of shatterd 
stones. In 1969 the Monastery was declared for a cultural monument.

The complex consists of a temple - "Archangel Michael", two-storey Monastery buildings, a cook-house, a bell 
tower and outbuildings. The icons were donated by residents of the village of Zheleznitsa, and the church walls 
were frescoed by Nicola Obrazopisov /Image-creating/ and his students from Samokov art school in 1896. 
Kokalyane Monastery "St. Archangel Michael" is part of Sofia Mount Athos and with the medieval fortress Urvich, 
Pancharevo Monastery "St. Nicola - Summer", the fortified church-monastery "St. Iliya" all together form the 
Urvich fortress complex.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered there or in the neighbourhood. That makes 
the place a convenient destination for a one-day trip out of the city of Sofia.
Transport: 
It is relatively hard to get to “St. Archangel Michael”. One can either get to the centre of the village of 
Kokalyane and then set off down a bad dirty road (on food or by a van or jeep), or alternatively, take a walk down a 
tourist path (40-50 minutes), which starts from the mouth of the Egilya river. The mouth lies on the road from Sofia 
to Samokov and is hard to miss because of a noticeable bridge there.



Kremikovtsi Monastery “St. George the Victorious”

Region: Sofia


Location: Kremikovtsi Monastery is located in the southern part of the Balkan Mountains at about 3 km. away of 
Sofia district "Kremikovtsi" in "Gradishteto" area. 
History and general info:
 Built on a rocky terrace, which opens a nice view of the extensive Sofia field and capital 
city. It is assumed that it was built during the reign of Tsar Ivan Alexander – in the times of the Second Bulgarian 
Empire, but in 1382 it was destroyed by the Turks. In 1493 Sofia leader Radivoy restores it with his own funds in 
memory of his two deceased children - Teodor and Dragana. At the same time the church was built in the courtyard 
of the Monastery, and later - in 1926 was built a second church. In 1503 the roof of the porch of the Monastery was
destroyed by an earthquake. There exists a donor's inscription, which clearly shows that the old church was updated 
in 1611. It is a one-nave church with a narthex and a semicircular altar apse. The frescoes in it are from the time of its 
construction and feature with monumentality and impact on the visitors, and are very closely related to the 
traditions of the church painting in Bulgarian Middle Ages. The different styles of the paintings testify that they 
were made ?by different artists and at different times. Among the frescoes in the hall, made ?in the 15th century, are 
featured images of the donor Radivoy and his family in the moment in which they present the church as a gift to 
metropolitan Kalevit Sofia and the patron Saint George Victorius. North, south and west wall of the narthex* were 
frescoed in the 17th century. Among them one can see the images of the Archangel Michael, St. Konstantin and 
Elena, Saints warriors Procopiy, Teodor Stratilat and Teodor Tyron, and moments from the life of Mary and St. 
George. During its existence, the monastery was educational and clerical center. It stores the manuscript of 
Kremikovsko Gospel of 1497, written on the order of Kalevit. Preserved is also a triptych** screed from 16th 
century and an wooden iconostasis of 17-18th century. In 1876 in the Monastery were sheltered and saved the 
revolutionary Dimitar Todorov – Kazaka, a member of Hristo Botev's detachment. For a period of 30 years, the old 
frescoes in the church of the Kremikovtsi Monastery were being under restoration by specialists of the National 
Institute for Monuments of Culture. The building was also repaired and rehabilitated.

* Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

**Triptych (from the Greek triptychos, triple) the work of art in the visual arts and literature, which consists of three 
separate works, united around an idea.

Accommodation and food:
 Kremikovtsi Monastery right now does not offer accommodation, although its 
relatively large residential buildings. The main reason for this is that so far only one nun takes care of all 
maintenance of the cloister. In the yard are placed tables and benches from which opens a wonderful view of the city 
and it can be used by visitors having their own lunch food. This, combined with the proximity to the city makes 
church "St. George" a perfect destination for capital residents for a day trip.

Transport: 
The Monastery is easy to reach by car. One needs to leave the city and follow the direction towards 
Kremikovtsi district. The way to the Monastery starts from the main road in the former village and current quarter of 
Kremikovtsi and ends at the cloister's gates. Tables are not to be found in between, but the dome of the new church is 
visible from a few kilometers distance and one can hardly get lost.



Kuklen Monastery “St. St. Kozma and Damyan”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: Located at 2 km southwest of the town of Kuklen, in District Plovdiv, and about 10 km west of 
Asenovgrad. Situated in the picturesque folds of slope Chernatitsa in Western Rhodope Mountain.
History and general info:
 A preserved donor inscription indicates that when established, the Monastery name was 
called "St. Bezsrebarnitsi" /Healers for free/. The saints “Bezsrebarnitsi” Kosma and Damian are known in the 
Christian world as healers and fast helpers in trouble, so were selected as patrons of the monastery. Since its 
establishment, the monastery is a sacred place of worship and hope for sick people. There is no accurate information 
on the establishment of the monastery, but for first time it spoken about in the 11th century in a document for the 
properties of Bachkovo Monastery. According to some researchers the spiritual abode was built by the Georgian 
brothers Gregory and Abasiy Bakuriani - founders of Bachkovo Monastery. It is supposed that Kuklen Monastery 


was founded during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom – 12th-14th century close to a healing spring. According to the 
legends of the ancient Thracians, the waters of this spring treat insanity. During the reign of Tsar Ivan Alexander, the 
Monastery is known for its literary school and cultural influence. According to several data Monastery remained 
intact and in the 17th century, during the forced conversion to Islam of the Bulgarian (Chepinski) population in the 
Rhodope mountain, when 33 Monasteries and 218 churches between the towns of Kostenets and Stanimaka (today 
Asenovgrad) were razed to the ground. The Kuklen Monastery has survived because there were treated the families 
of the Ottoman rulers. Therefore, is not excluded the possibility that, there sought refuge some of the students of 
Evtimiy Tarnovski who accompanied him in the route to his exile in Bachkovo Monastery. It is assumed that exactly 
they did carry over from Tarnovo monastery to Kuklen Monastery the famous Ivan Alexandrov Pesnivets* /a psalm 
book/ dating 1337, which was discovered recently in the attic of the Monastery church. Today, this manuscript is 
stored in the library of the Academy of Sciences. Historical evidence suggests that Kuklen Monastery was a center 
of literary and educational activities. Here arrived the scholar monks Anani and Sidor who trained grammarians, 
calligrapher, scribes of church books. In 17-18th century the Monastery is in very wealthy conditions - this is 
apparent from a file of the year 1632 according to a triode** from 14th century. In 1695 the Monastery was visited 
by Serbian monks. It had maintained Clerical relations with Athos Monasteries where received some printed 
liturgical books. During the late 17th century in the Monastery was formed the famous Kuklen Artistic-Calligraphy 
School, which employs well-trained scholars and calligraphers and trained young grammarians and calligraphers. 
Most famous among them is Krastyu Grammarian who copied and illustrated many liturgical books in the 
monastery. Part of the manuscript legacy of this era is stored in Plovdiv National Library "Hristo Botev". During the 
Renaissance, the Monastery housed a church school. In the late 18th and early 19th century the cloister falls in the 
hands of Greek monks. They gloss over the Bulgarian murals and cover on them alike, but with Greek inscriptions. 
Nowadays, after the restoration of the Monastery church are preserved and exhibited, both mural layers. Currently, 
the Monastery is functioning women convent. The great wealth of the Monastery, which is known lengthwise and 
crosswise, is the healing spring – Ayazmo /a holy spring/. Strong attitude towards the healing holy water spring is 
expressed in carved marble slab donor inscription, which is loosely translated as "Healing fountain of St. 
Bezsrebarnitsi". Life-giving water of St. Cosma and St. Damian gives strength to the souls and heals bodies of those 
who come to the source of their faith and draw water for any healing".

*Sofia pesnivets (also known as Kuklen Psalter or Sofia Psalter) is a Middle Ages Bulgarian manuscript, created in 
1337 by order of Tsar Ivan Alexander.

**Triode (from greek Τρι διον, from τρεις - three + ωδή - song) is a collection book of canons, consisting of three 
chants. There are old manuscripts of the Church Slavonic language. First printed triode was issued in Venice.

Accommodation and food: The Monastery accommodates visitors only during the summer. The price per bed is 5 
leva (in early 2007). Food is not offered.

Transport: The road from Asenovgrad to the village of Kuklen is a good asphalt road. Yet the offroad from the 
village to the Monastery is in poor condition - though far from being impossible to pass with a limousine.
Contact phones: 0331/98842 ;  0884 847973; 0884 389837


Kurilo Monastery “St. Ivan of Rila”

Region: Sofia


Location: Kurilo Monastery is situated on the shore of Iskar River at a one kilometer northeast of Kurilo district of 
the town of Novi Iskar and at 12 km from Sofia.
History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded in 9th-10th century, near the old Bulgarian fortress 
Belingrad. It is one of the oldest Monasteries in Sofia diocese. There is a legend according to which the relics of St. 
Ivan of Rila were laid ?here for some time during their transportation from Tarnovo to Rila Monastery in 1469. 
During the Ottoman rule the monastery was destroyed, but was restored by the monks at the end of the 16th century 

– in 1593. Its murals are painted of Pimen Zografski Sofiyski in 1596 and you can see images of the Virgin Mary, 
Jesus Christ, John the Baptist ,St. St. Konstantine and Elena and others. In the early 20th century in the Monastery 
were serving 40 nuns. Today there are no monks, but it still functioning and is restricted to the public. Kurilo 
Monastery "St. Ivan of Rila“ is a monument of culture.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here;

Transport: Kurilo Monastery is reached by the road from Sofia to the town of Novi Iskar. 
 


Lopusha Monastery "St. John the Baptist"

Region: Montana


Location: 
Lopusha Monastery is located in Chiprovtsi ridge of The Balkans at 300 m above the sea level in the 
valley of the River Dalgodelska Ogosta, between the villages of Pomezhdin, Melyane and Georgi Damyanovo 
(until 1958 - named Lopushna). The Monastery is 21 km. of away from Montana, 30 km from Berkovica and 55 km 
west of Vratsa.

History and general info:
 Initially, on the place of the current Monastery "St. John the Baptist" there was another 
Monastery built during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. It was destroyed during the Ottoman invasion. Until the 
restoration of the Monastery in the middle of the 19th century, there is no information about its activities, besides the 
legend that it was several times burned and plundered. In 1850-1853, the Lopushai Monastery was restored by 
monks from Chiprovtsi Dionisiy, Gerasim and Gideon. At the same time were built the cathedral church, the 
dwellings, courtyard gate, fence, yard fountain which all are present today. Construction builder of these buildings 
and structures is a master Lilo, who was founder of one of the most important Renaissance building schools – the 
Slavinska one. During the Renaissance, in the Monastery functions a church school and the cloister was a center of 
National and Church Liberation activities. The Monastery became a favorite place of Ivan Vazov /Bulgarian writer/ 
and during his stay there he creates a part of his novel "Under the Yoke”. In 1989 Lopusha Monastery was 
reconstructed as the north wing was threatened by collapse. The merits belong to the abbot of the time 
Archimandrite Ambrose. At the same time was built a new residential building with two beautifully carved 
cherdaka* /verandas/. The Monastery impresses with its construction qualities, proportions, architecture and stone 
sculptures. The temple is dedicated to St. John the Baptist and it stores one of the most beautiful iconostasis in North 
Bulgaria – an art work by the Samokovo school. The icons are made by brothers Nicola and Stanislav Dospevski. 
Lopusha Monastery is a national culture monument.

*Chardak - architectural elements, which is characteristic for most of the old houses in Bulgaria, Serbia and 
Macedonia, which is protruding and open to the outside (garden, street, etc.) area of a building, formed mostly on 
the second or upper floor of the old houses in the settlements in Bulgaria and other Balkan countries. It is similar to 
the terrace, but unlike it the Chardak is covered on top and quite often its sides also, i.e. there is open only one or at 
most two sides.

Accommodation and food:
 At the time of our visit (May 2004), the Monastery did not offer accommodation or 
food as it was undergoing a new repair. Yet the repair works were to be completed soon, so that the Monastery
should be reopened to tourists. The hotel part includes 16 rooms (with the price being 8-10 lv. per room) and a 
restaurant- magernitsa /cook house/ (the latter meaning is a Monastery kitchen) for the visitors.

Transport: The Monastery can be reached by road from the city of Montana to the town Chiprovtsi following the 
road to the village of Georgi Damyanovo.
 


Lozen Monastery „St. Spas“

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Lozen Monastery, St. Spas, can be reached on foot from the eastern end of the Lozen village in the 
suburbs of Sofia. It takes 20-30 minutes to get there from the village by following the road to the highest peak in the 
Lozen mountain – Polovrak.

History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded in the 13th century but in the 14th century Urvich fortress, 
Sredets and Sofia entire area fell under Ottoman rule. Then the Monastery was destroyed. In 15-16th century was 
finally abandoned, but in the 17th century had a revival. Evidence for this are the written records available to us, as 
the oldest one is 1671. In the Monastery was a school where were taught children from Sofia surrounding villages. 
Other cases state that it is clear that in the period 1671-1694 the cloister hosted literacy and calligraphics school. In 
1737 the Monastery became a center of the uprising of the „archierers“* /pontiffs/ in Sofia and Samokov. In the 
surpress in late July and early August, at the command of Ali Pasha were killed 350 Sofia citizens, priests, monks 
and people from the surrounding villages, and Samokov Metropolitan St. Simeon Samokovski. After the monks 
participation in the uprising, the monastery "St. Spas" once again destroyed by the Turks. In 1821 the Monastery 
was rebuilt and on the old foundations were built the church "Holy Ascension." It is single apse**, one nave and 
with sizes of 7-14m. Tsvyatko Todorov from the village of Jablyano built three large domes on the old cylindrical 
building. They are preserved intact today. In 1869 the art painter from Samokovo - Nikola Ivanov Obrazopisov with 
his assistants Hristaki Zahariev Zografski and Dimitar Hristov Dupnichanin paint murals for the second time in the 
church and in the three domes. These murals are preserved  today in relatively good condition, attracting pilgrims 
and visitors with its rich colors and craftsmanship. Another interesting fact about the frescoes, is that anywhere else 

in Sofia region, there are not depicted in a temple so many Bulgarian saints and historical figures. According to 
legend, the Monastery was a center of the national movement, and here sometimes even stayed Vasil Levski. After 
the liberation, in the Monastery was built school with several large rooms and a separate room for the teacher. By 
1900 the Monastery was male, and then was converted into a female.  

Today Lozen Monastery houses only two nuns - novice Christina and her mother Agatia. Recently were restored 
one of the residential wings, monastic cells and two-story inn, and one of the pre-existing several chapels is being 
one of the residential wings, monastic cells and two-story inn, and one of the pre-existing several chapels is being 

1890.

*archierer /pontiff/ – from Greek - Chief, Senior +  ερεύς - priest. This is a general name for the priests of the third, 
the highest level in the hierarchy of the Orthodox church dignities 

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

Accommodation and food: For the time being the Monastery does not offer food and accommodation but once the 
ongoing repair works are completed, it will start hosting guests.
Transport: 
The Monastery is reached down a bad dirt road where only a SUV-type of car can pass. The road to the 
Monastery that starts from the eastern end of the village of Lozen offers a nice walk as it goes straight through the 
Lozen mountain. Counted from the parking space near the holiday house of the Bulgarian Red Cross, it takes no 
more than 20-30 minutes on foot to get to the Monastery.



Lyaskovetz Monastery “St. St. Peter and Pavel”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo


Location: 
Lyaskovets Monastery (also known as St Peter and St Paul) ascends above the high and inaccessible 
rocks of the Arbanasi plateau, at 3 km from the town of Lyaskovets and at 10 km away from the city of Veliko 
Tarnovo.

History and general info:
 Lyaskovets Monastery was built around Tarnovo during the Second Bulgarian State and 
is also called Petropavlovski (Of Peter and Paul's). According the legends, the Monastery was built during the reign 
of the brothers Asen and Peter, on its current location, on the hill - where once there was a fortress. It was used for 
preparation of the uprising in 1185, aiming the Liberation of Bulgaria from Byzantine rule. Asenovtsi Brothers built 
a Monastery in gratitude that the revolt has succeeded. After the fall of Bulgaria under Ottoman rule, Lyaskovets
Monastery was repeatedly destroyed and again rebuilt. In the 17th century the Monastery management goes in 
Greek hands, and Bulgarian monks were expelled. Later, the church struggles of the Bulgarian people crowned with 
success and Greek monks were expelled from the Monastery. In 18th century Lyaskovets Monastery was in touch 
with the Russian Orthodox Monasteries, as evidence for this is a granted by the Russian Emperor Peter Veiliki /the 
Great/ - gilded gospel, that is now stored in the Ecclesiastical Museum in Sofia. During the times of the Ottoman 
rule, Lyaskovets Monastery participates in the wars for National Liberation of the Bulgarian people. There were 
organized revolutionary riots. In year 1700, there took place the preparation the rebellion of Mara, a commercial 
man widow, led by her son Stoyan and leader Mircho Voivode. Among the revolutionaries was the abbot of the 
Monastery Sofroniy. In 1856 Captain Diado Nikola lead 13 rebels to the Gabrovo parts of the Balkans, and in 1862 
there again gathered around 70 rebels led by Hadzhi Stavri. The Rebellion (Hadzhistavrevata buna) failed, the 
monks were closed inside and the abbot Teodosiy Hadzhi and his brother Hadzhi Yoasaf - exiled in Diyarbakir. In 
Lyaskovski Monastery have found refuge and the apostles of Revolutionary District of Veliko Tarnovo - Vasil 
Levski, Father Matei Preobrazhenski - Mitkaloto, Georgu Izmirliev, Ivan Panov and Bacho Kiro. In 1874


Metropolitan Ilarion Makariopolski opens in the Monastery the first Bulgarian seminary and for its chairman was 
appointed bishop Kliment (Vasil Drumev). In the seminary graduate prominent scientists like Prof. Vassil Zlatarski, 
Peter Nikov, Dimitar Tsuhlev, Yurdan Trifonov, Ivan Trifonov, Prof. Benyu Tsenov and others. It continued its 
activities after liberation - until 1885. During the reign of Stefan Stambolov, Lyaskovski Monastery was turned into 
a madhouse, and then in prison where was exiled Metropolitan Kliment. From 1902 to 1912 Monastery functions as 
a shelter for mentally ill people. A year later, an earthquake destroyed the Monastery church, the east wing and 
several other buildings. Only the new seminary buildings survive, which were built by master Usta Manyu from the 
town of Dryanovo. Between 1918 and 1922, in the Monastery settled 60 Russian refugees and after their departure, 
the Monastery became a women convent.

From 1925 to 1928 there was functioning a Church Singing School. In 1937 the Monastery became homeworkshop for deaf boys, which was closed in 1945. In 1947 Metropolitan Sofroniy again restored the monastic girls 
brotherhood. Petropavlovo convent today is permanently functioning  and consists of a church, residential and farm 
buildings. In addition Lyaskovski Monastery besides main church "St. St. Peter and Paul" has two more chapels – 
“Marry's Shroud” and "Trinity".

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here.

Transport: Lyaskovets Monastery is easy to reach from the town of Lyaskovets from where starts a good asphalt 
road leading to the Monastery gates.


Maglizh Monastery “St. Nikola”

Region: Stara Zagora


Location: Maglizh Monastery "St. Nikola" is located at 2 km. north of the city of Maglizh, in the slopes of the 
Balkans mountain. It is at 33 km. away from the city of Stara Zagora and about 13 km. east of the town of Kazanlak.
History and general info:
 Although there is no precise information about the foundation of the Monastery, is 
believed that it was founded during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. At the time of the Ottoman rule it was looted 
and destroyed many times. It was last renewed after the Liberation and the buildings were restored in Bulgarian 
Renaissance style in 1954 and 1969. There is a legend that states that the Monastery was founded by Tsar Kaloyan in 
1197, after his victory over the Crusaders in the battle near Maglizh. To remember the victory, the king donated 
funds for raising a Monastery. In a chapter of the Four Gospels of 1572 is described a dramatic episode in the life of 
the Monastery: On January 13, 1623 Enichar's* /Janissary/ leader Sclav come to collect the blood tax**. People hid 
their children in the Monastery, the monks did not let them out and as a punishment they were massacred. So all the 
monks died, but the children were saved. In 16th century in the Monastery were being prepared priests for the whole 
of South Bulgaria and in the Monastery was founded a church school. During the Bulgarian Renaissance, there 
existed a male school, and a little later and female. In 1870 the school expanded to middle school. The Monastery 
possessed a rich library which unfortunately was burned in a fire during the Russian-Turkish Liberation War. The 
Monastery was closely related to the National Liberation Movement in the 19th century. In 1875 here was exiled the 
abbot of the Plakovo Monastery - monk Sergiy, because of his involvement in Velchovata Zavera / Conspiracy/. 
From 1922 until today, the Monastery is a convent and the nuns continue the traditions of the former school - to 
teach children religion and art.

*Enichari /Janissary/ - (Turkish yeniceri meaning "rookies") is an elite soldier in the army of the Ottoman Empire in 
the period 1365-1826. Janissaries were taken as children of the Christian population, according to the so-called 
"blood tax". They were trained for professional soldiers from small and served the Empire and mandatory and for 
fee for a fixed period. During his military service they were not allowed to raise families.

**Blood tax - periodic collection in the Ottoman Empire of little Christian boys who are used to be trained for the 
janissaries corpus and other government departments.

Accommodation and food: A night stay is available for a limited number of visitors and it is recommended to book 
in advance. The rooms are modest with no bathroom.

Transport: The Monastery can be reached down a good asphalt road from the town of Maglizh. It is 
recommendable to ask for the direction to the Monastery once in the town of Maglizh.
Contact phones: 04321/ 2226 
 


Malo Malovo Monastery “St. Nikolai”

Region: Sofia


Location: Malo Malovo Monastery is located at the southern slope of the Chepan mountain, above the village of 
Malo Malovo, at 12 km. east of Dragoman station.
History and general info:
 No accurate data exists about when was established the Malo Malovo Monastery, but 
was considered that it was built in the 14th  century. From its original form today is preserved only the church and 
part of the buildings and outbuildings. The residentials are built in Bulgarian national revival style. The church is 
small, apse, no dome building, slightly dug into the ground. It is built out of stone and covered with stone slabs. 
Judging on the architectural features of the church, it was built 16th – 17th century. Inside there are preserved parts 
of the wall murals dating the same period. At the altar there are preserved frescoes from a later period – “Marry Vast 
Heavens”, “Communion of the Apostles”, and the four Fathers of the Church – Vasiliy Veiliki /the Great/, Gregoriy 
Nazianski, Nikola Mirlikliyski and one more unknown. The murals were partially restored. During this period – 
16th - 17th century are painted the nave and frescoes on the outside west wall of the church also. "Doomsday" is the 
best preserved one of this stage. On the outside decorations today are preserved the frieze of the apostles and of 
angels, and the image of St. Nikola in the niche above the entrance.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here;

Transport: Malo Malovo monastery is located at the southern slope of the Chepan mountain, above the village of 
Malo Malovo, at 12 km. east of  Dragoman station.


Merdanya Monastery ”St. Forty Martyrs”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo


Location: The Merdanya Monastery “St. Forty Martyrs” is situated in the eastern end of the village of Merdanya 
(Veliko Turnovo region), on the main road connecting the city of Veliko Tarnovo with the town of Elena.
History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded in the 13th century. Legend tells that on this place Tarnovo 
Patriarch Yoankiy II solemnly meets Tsar Ivan Asen II after his victory at Klokotnitsa, that occurred in the day of 
celebration of the 40 Martyrs. In the conquest of Tarnovo Kingdom by the Ottomans, the Monastery was destroyed 
and its properties passed into the hands of the Turkish Beys. In the 19th century Hadzhi Kesariy Horozov buys the 
former real estate of Merdanya Monastery. With own funds in 1853, he built a church and residential buildings and 
became abbot of the newly built Monastery. He started a nightime church school in the Monastery, which was 
visited by the inhabitants of Merdanya and the surrounding villages. During the struggles for national Liberation 
Kesariy Horozov participated in Velchovata Zavera /Conspiracy/ and later becomes and associate of Vasil Levski. 
After the death of Kesariy in 1893 the monks left the Monastery and it became deserted. A little later the Monastery 
was rebuilt as a convent, and remains as that to this day. The complex consists of a church, residential and 
commercial buildings. The church " St. Forty Martyrs" was built in 1853 and it represents a nave single apse 
building with nartex and a dome on a high drum. At its establishment it was not painted, but after the restoration in 
1982-1984 is painted with frescoes. The church stores icons of the 19th century, painted by representatives of the 
Tryavna School.

Accommodation and food:
 The Monastery offers accommodation only to large groups (20-30 people) following 
preliminary booking. Bookings can be made on the following phone: 279, village of Merdanya, Veliko Turnovo 
region.

Transport: Merdanya Monastery is on the main road connecting the city of Veliko Tarnovo and the town of Elena.


Muldava Monastery “St. Petka”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: Muldava Monastery "St. Petka" is located near the village of Muldava at about 4 km from the town of 
Asenovgrad.
History and general info:
 Muldava Monastery "St. Petka" was founded in the 14th century. But soon after its 
establishment it was destroyed by the invading Ottoman hordes. Like most Monasteries in this area it also was 
started in the vicinity of ancient healing spring. For the first time since the devastation of all its records, the 
Monastery known under the name "St. Paraskeva" was found in Stanimashko (Asenovgradsko) sinurname* of 
1519 to 1538 year. Repeatedly ravaged, the Monastery became also a victim of Turkey's religious fanaticism during 
the forced Turkicisation of the village population around Chepintsi in 1666. In 1836 the Monastery was rebuilt by 
abbot Antim. In the same year was built the present cathedral and the residential buildings. During the Bulgarian 
Renaissance, Muldava Monastery was an important literary center and a rich library with many old and rare 
manuscripts that were later looted and destroyed. In the Monastery existed and church school until 1888. Muldava
Monastery was often a refuge for the Apostle of freedom Vasil Levski and today even his hideout is still preserved. 
Muldava Monastery was visited by famous Czech artist Ivan Mrkvicka. During his visit suddenly dies his son, who 
was 1 year old and is buried in the Monastery yard. 

Currently Muldava Monastery is a women convent, permanently functioning and inside of it can be seen preserved 
residential and farm buildings, the main church with belfry tower and the ayazmo** /holy spring/. The Monastery 
courtyard is surrounded by high stone walls. The two-storey building were built in Renaissance style - with a 
colonnade on the ground floor and open Chardatsi*** /verandas/ on the floor.

*sinurname - document that describes the boundaries of the property

**Ayazmo - holy spring

***Chardak – (pl. - Chardatsi) architectural elements, which is characteristic for most of the old houses in Bulgaria, 
Serbia and Macedonia, which is protruding and open to the outside (garden, street, etc..) area of a building, formed 
mostly on the second or upper floor of the old houses in the settlements in Bulgaria and other Balkan countries. It is 
similar to the terrace, but unlike it the Chardak is covered on top and quite often its sides also, i.e. there is open only 
one or at most two sides.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here

Transport: Muldava Monastery is reached from the town of Asenovgrad, following the road to the town of 
Topolovo.


Nedelishte Monastery “Sv. Atanasiy”

Region: Sofia


Location: Nedeliste Monastery is located near the village of Nedelishte, at 10 km. east of the town of Dragoman 
and 45 km northwest of Sofia.
History and general info:
 Based on preserved in the church donor's inscription, it is clear that the Monastery was 
founded in the second half of the 19th century. Created as being the  largest Monastery in Dragoman region, it 
flourished in cultural and educational terms. Currently, the monastery is abandoned and inactive, while of the first 
constructed buildings has remained only the church "St. Atanasiy“. It is a large nave building with three apses, with 
a semi-cylindrical vault and a small open narthex formed by two arches. The frescoes are preserved only in the 
narthex. Other donor's inscription indicates that the painting was done in the time of Abbot Mahomiy and by the 
local painter Giga Simeonov. On both sides of the entrance are two figures of archangels with scrolls in their hands 
and episodes of "Ordeals of the soul" and "Doomsday". Interesting are the stone reliefs built into the southern and 
western facade of the church, depicting saints and creatures from Christian mythology. In the church are stored also 
the holy gates of older iconostasis with folk wooden carving. In the mid-90s of last century the Monastery was 
abandoned finally and currently is in extremely poor condition.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here;

Transport: Exit to Nedeliste Monastery Dragoman is on the main road from connecting Sofia - Kalotina.
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Novo Selo Monastery ”Holy Trinity”





Region: Montana


Location: The Novo Selo Monastery “Holy Trinity” is situated close to the center of the Novo Selo quarter of the 
town of Apriltsi.
History and general info:
 Novo Selo Monastery "Holy Trinity", established in 1830, initially was used as a family 
Monastery and was inhabited by 40 nuns from the region. In 1876 the Monastery stands in the center of Novo Selo 
Republic, which lasted for nine days. In this period the Monastery was subjected to attacks from the Ottomans. A
priest, Georgi Hristov and several nuns defended it, but were killed and the Monastery - burned. Today are still 
visible bullet holes in the door. The Monastery was rebuilt after the Liberation by patriotic Bulgarians. Currently 
Novo Selo Monastery chapel is turned into a museum spot of the Liberation struggle. It exhibits abundant evidences 
of the patriotic spirit of novoseltsi /people from Novo Selo/, including a portrait of Tsvyatko Zlatev - active 
revolutionary from Lovech district. Nunnery "Trinity" is a monument of culture.

Accommodation and food:
 Although the Monastery does not have permanent hosts, travelers who would like to 
spend the night at it can be put up at former nuns' cells. The doors of the Monastery are open every day from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

Transport: 
The Novo Selo Monastery “Holy Trinity” lies within walking distance (just a few minutes) from the 
center of the Novo Selo quarter of Apriltsi (the main stop for buses running between Sofia and Apriltsi). An asphalt 
road leads to the Monastery, too. 

Contact phones: 06958 / 3249


Obradovtsi Monastery “St. Mina“

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Obradovtsi Monastery named “St Martyr Mina” lies at 7.5km to the northeast of Sofia in the former 
village of Obradovtsi, currently a quarter of Sofia. It is built on the southern bank of the Vladayska river amid 
flowery meadows.

History and general info:
 There is a legend that Obradovtsi Monastery "St. Mina" was established in the late 
Roman era. In the 11th century, there was a large Monastery complex with 40 chapels, many monastic buildings and 
religious school and metoh* / convent/ of Mount Athos. During the medieval times the Monastery is a part of the 
Sofia Minor Sveta Gora /Mount Athos/ - ring of Monasteries around today's capital. Crusades and the Ottoman 
invasion gradually removed the vestiges of Obradovtsi Monastery, but the memory of it - dedicated to the saint 
warrior Mina remains in the legends. While digging a riverbed of Vladayska river were discovered foundations of 
buildings. In 1927 peasants accidentally encountered the remains of an ancient Monastery and in the period of 1942 

- 1945 began the restoration of the Monastery to its present form. During the same period, was built the church, and 
a little later - several chapels also. In the nartex could be seen the icon of St. Mina, which is believed to be 
miraculous, and in one of the chapels, named St. St. Kozma and Damian - has a built-in spring with holy water. 
There was built and a building for sheltering pilgrims which existed until 1969. Then in its place were raised two 
other residential buildings. Every year on November 11 in Obradovtsi Monastery is celebrated the feast dedicated to 
Saint Martyr Mina. Today the Monastery is a convent and is fully operational.

*metoh – /Convent/ (from Greek: µετόχια, in literal translation - having a share) is a property owned by the 
monastery. It consists of religious, economic and other residential buildings.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here.
Transport: 
Obradovtsi Monastery is reached by first entering Benkovski district in Sofia, and after leaving the 
quarter one should direct to the Ring Road. Before reaching the ring there is a sign indicating the road to the 
Monastery.



Ochushnitsa Monastery “St. Profet Iliya”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Monastery is located about 2.5 km away from the village of Ochusha high above the left bank of the 
Ochushnitsa river and over the road in Cherni Rid /a hill/ in the Ihtiman forest. The monastery is governed by the 
Sofia Clerical Eparchy.

History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded in the 19th century and was restored in 1923. Periodically it 
is currently functional. The temple feast is July 20th

.

Accommodation and food: Ochushnitsa Monastery does not offer accommodation - but the villas in Dolna Banya 
and Kostenets towns offer sufficient places for people decided to rest in the nature

Transport: 
The Monastery can be reached by walk to the village of Ochusha by a third class asphalt road (rural 
road, which in places is dotted with holes), but is passable and at 2km. before reaching the village is a detour - black 
dirt road that leads to the monastery itself.



Odranitsa Monastery  “St. St. Apostles Peter and Pavel”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Odranitsa Monastery “St. St. Apostles Peter and Pavel” is situated some 2-3km away from the 
village of Odranitsa, which in turn lies in the municipality of Zemen, about 25km. to the north of the town of Zemen. 
The Monastery is located in the Erulska mountain, to the north of the Shevarna neighbourhood of Odranitsa village.

History and general info:
 Initially, instead of the current Odranitsa Monastery there was another Monastery, about 
which there is not any information preserved, except the one that it was restored in 1870 or in 1886 (according to 
other sources). Icons and iconostasis were crafted by brothers Ivan (art painter) and Marco (woodcarver) 
Hadzhiikonomovi from the town of Bansko.

The current appearance of the Monastery is formed in the period July 1, 1999 - May 30, 2000 when restoration work 
began. Abbot of the Monastery's Father Efrem and the Monastery complex consists of a church, residential building 
and two chapels. The chapels belonging to the church are frescoed picturesque and painting in the church is yet to be 
done.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here.
Transport: 
The starting point for the Monastery is the village of Odranitsa. Shortly before reaching the village, 
there exit left on a dirt road alongside the river that has the name of the neighborhood Shevarna. Over the exit is plate 
with handwritten sign to the Monastery. After about 1-2 km the road leads to a turnout, and again there is a sign for 
the Monastery. Shortly thereafter, is a new turnout over which has no sign - the road to the Monastery is the left. 
After the last turn there is about 500 meters to the Monastery, but the road suddenly deteriorates and is difficult to 
pass by car.



Orlandovtsi Monastery “St. Three Saints”

Region: Sofia


Location: Orlandovtsi Monastery " St. Three Saints" is located in the metropolitan district of Orlandovtsi, at Odesa 
26 Str.
History and general info: 
There is no exact information when Orlandovtsi Monastery was founded, but according 
to a legend, during the Ottoman rule, the temple was destroyed and a one Pasha* /senior post in the Turkish state/ 
had its homestead on the holy place. But his family began to suffer misfortunes every year, so he decided that the 
reason is in the field, and left the farm. Later, there settled refugees from Kukush, but they also left the scene because 
mysteriously their sons started dying. The pen near the house was built by strange blue-white stones, which tend to 
attract the elements, because very often were stroke by thunders. But all strange events seized after the place was 
again built with a monastery.

Currently, the Monastery is functional and it houses students of the Clerical Seminary. The complex consists of 
small, one-story buildings and a small church.

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation is offered here.

Transport: Orlandovtsi Monastery " St. Three Saints" is located in the metropolitan district of Orlandovtsi, at 
Odesa 26 Str.

Contact phones: 02/ 392034


Osenovlak Monastery “Virgin Mary”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Osenovlak Monastery or else called Seven Altars / Sedemte Prestola/ Monastery lies in a charming 
part of the Balkan mountains at the foot of the Izmerets peak. The Monastery, bearing the religious name of Our 
Lady, was built in the beautiful valley of the medium-sized Gabrovnitsa river, in the skirts of the Northern Balkans. 
As the distance between the city of Sofia and the monastery is about 86km, Seven Altars is a popular destination for 
a weekend trip out of the city.

History and general info:
 The earliest evidences of the existence of the Monastery is one Four Gospels Book with 
marginal note by 1511 and another sermon book from 1554. Twice - in 1737 and in the beginning of 19th century, 
the Monastery was plundered and destroyed by the Turks. It was renewed in 1770 and again in 1815 with funds from 
the population in the area. 

In early 19th century the Monastery was abandoned, the Monastery buildings torn down and its territory became the 
property of a Muslim family from the town of Roman. In 1824 began the restoration of the Monastery. Resident of 
Vratsa Dimitraki Hadzhitoshev and Metropolitan Dositeya buys back and redeem the lands of the Monastery. Monk 
Paisiy from Lovech settled there and built a residential building. The newly established Monastery was granted to a 
convent of the Cherepish monastery. In 1848 father Hristophor founded the Monastery school, and he became one 
of the teachers. In 1851 began construction of a major new three-storey building. In the era of National Liberation 
Struggle of the Bulgarian people, the Monastery has repeatedly been a refuge for revolutionaries. There have found 
protection - Valchan Voivode /rebel leader/, Martin Voivode, Sofroniy Vrachanski and Apostle Vasil Levski. 
Of all the Monastery buildings, the church is most distinguishable with its architecture. It is an inscriben in a square 
cross-dome building, as in its west side before the naos is built a tripartite narthex*. Together with the four separate 
frame spaces, two side rooms in the narthex and the main altar form seven religious premises. The apses of the six 
side altars are separated from the nave by small wooden iconostasis. They are carved in the thickness of their 
respective eastern walls. The main cruciform nave is covered with two intersecting vault arches, in their section 
stepped on the arches of projecting between them pendants** sits a low under cupola drum. The bell tower has two 
bells - from 1799 and 1940, one with wooden and other metal clapper. The Monastery has its own library containing 
old Orthodox books including one donated by the Russian Empress Catherine. The two residential buildings in the 
Monastery were built in the mid-19th century. In one 4-storey building was housed the main monastic school of 
priest Hristophor and the facade was painted with religious and domestic scenes. The second building, at the 
entrance to the Monastery, was the Monastery inn. Today, the Monastery is almost completely restored.

* Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

**Pendant - Concave constructive element, representing the fragment of a sphere located in the corner between two 
mutually perpendicular but arches or walls.

Accommodation and food:
 "Seven Altars" provides an excellent opportunity for an overnight stay. With a total of 
50 places to sleep in clean, tidy rooms with 2, 3, 5 or more beds. On the lawn in front of the Monastery is convenient 
parking and a restaurant. From here you can take some nice trips and hiking.

Transport: 
The Monastery can be reached by train, on the main road Sofia-Mezdra taking down village of Eliseina. 
From there begins an asphalt road that along the Gabrovnica river leads to the monastery, the distance is about 10 
km.

Contact phones: 0888/ 295471


Pancharevo Monastery “St. Nikolay Summer Miracleworker”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The Pancharevo Monastery “St. Nikolay Summer Miracleworker” is situated in the Ihtiman part of the 
Sredna Gora mountain, at about 5 km away from the village of Pancharevo on the road to Samokov. It lies on the 
right-hand bank of the Iskar river in its Pancharevo defile, close to the Urvich fortress.

History and general info:
There isn't any precise data indicating the Monastery founding, but it is assumed that this 
happened in 10th -12th century. After the fall of Bulgaria under Ottoman rule the monastery was destroyed and 
monks were burned - which is proved by the found in the excavation of foundations, human bones. In the 20th 
century it was rebuilt twice - through donations and through the help of Mrs. Bona Velinova from the village of 
Grigorievo. Founder of the Monastery is Atanas Gospodinov from Pancherevo. The church was built in 1996 on old 
foundations and is a one-nave and no dome building. Today the Monastery is currently functional. The feast of the 
Monastery is on May 9th.  It is held a traditional fair which is visited mainly by residents of nearby settlements.

Accommodation and food:
 The Monastery does not offer accommodation or food.

Transport: The Monastery can be reached down a dirt road off the main road connecting Sofia and Samokov that 
starts at the Urvich fortress. Only a SUV-type of car can pass through it. On foot, the monastery can be reached in no 
more than 15-20 minutes from the main road.



Patriarch Monastery “Holy Trinity”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo


Location: Patriarch Monastery "Holy Trinity", is located in a beautiful area at the foot of Arbanasi plateau, about 6 
km away from the city of Veliko Tarnovo and 1.5 km from the village of Samovodene.
History and general info:
 An ancient inscription found at the base of the altar of the old church indicates clearly 
that the monastery was founded in 1070. It reads: "This Church" Holy Trinity" was established in year 6578 (1070) 
January 27th day by churchwarden George Prilozhnika and his son Kalina" This old church was part of a great 
defence citadel of the road that goes from Samovodene to Trapezitsa.

However, there exists another version of the establishment of the Monastery - that it was founded during the reign of 
Tsar Ivan Alexander. As founder is considered the monk Evtimiy, the future holy Patriarch Evtimiy, a student and 
follower of Teodosiy Tarnovksi. At the second church council in 1360 monk Evtimiy was present together with the 
abbot of the Kilifarevo Monastery Teodosiy. Soon after, Evtimiy left Kilifarevo Monastery and took a trip to the 
east. Holy places and Monasteries visited by him had impact, and he did not want to return. So he retreated in a cave 
north of Tarnovo. Learning about the retreat and his exploits many monks gathered around the cave and thus 
originated the Monastery "Holy Trinity". After the fall of Bulgaria under Ottoman rule, however, the Patriarch 
Monastery was plundered and destroyed. In 15-18 c. the Monastery is under the auspices of Wallachia and 
Moldavia voivodes /rebel leaders/ - several preserved in the Monastery charters indicate this. At the beginning of 
the 19th century, during Kardzhalimen /robbers/ raids again the Monastery was plundered and deserted. In 1847 the 
Monastery was restored by funds of the local population, but at a distance of 1 km from the old Monastery. Then was 
built the new church, an achievement of master Kolyo Ficheto and art painted by Zahari Zograf. In 1913 major 
earthquake collapsed the majority of the cloisture, including the church of which survived only some of the icons 
and iconostasis. In 1927 the Monastery was rebuilt, but in a modified and simplified form and design of the 
reconstructed church is different from the original one of Kolyo Ficheto.

Until 1946 Patriarchal Monastery is a male, then in 1948 the Monastery became a convent. In the western part of the 
yard are situated monastic buildings and chapel "St. Evtimiy Patriarch Tarnovski" North are the agricultural 
buildings and the south entrance to the complex. The right of the Monastery entrance is a well, shaped with a dome 
decorated with cherubs with six wings. Near the church there is a chapel dedicated to Jesus, to which was buried in 
1918 Turnovo Metropolitan Yosif.

Accommodation and food:
 The Monastery does not offer food and accommodation, Instead one can rent a room in 
a private house or in one of the many hotels of Veliko Turnovo and taste traditional Bulgarian cuisine in beautiful 
old-style restaurants and pubs in the town.

Transport: The road to the Patriarch Monastery starts from the outskirts of the city of Veliko Tarnovo, in Gorna 
Oryahovitsa town direction and after about 2-3 km before entering Arbanasi village is the road to the Monastery.
Contact phones: 0611/224 76


Peshtera Monastery “St. Nikolai”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
Peshtera Monastery, also known as Oryahovski or Mrachki, according to the name of the area - Mrakata, 
is located at 4 km. from the village of Peshtera, at 6 km. away from the town of Zemen, and at 25 km from the town 
of Kyustendil and Pernik as well as at 50 km from Sofia.

History and general info:
 The first evidence of the Monastery are the famous Mrachka Diploma of Bulgarian Tsar 
Ivan Alexander of December 1st, 1348, by which he donated the Monastery. According to some scholars, the church 
belonging to the Monastery dates back to the time of Yoan Alexander. Other scientists believe that based on the 
architectural features of the church, it was built around 16th-17th c. because it looks like Athos architectural 
tradition of this period. During the Ottoman rule, the Monastery was abandoned, and was renovated in 1842 and the 
church was painted by Dimitar Molerov – a representative of the Bansko School of Art. Donors of the church are 
monk Simeon and his son. During the Russian-Turks Liberation War the retreating Ottoman troops burned the 
monastery, hanged Simeon and his son fled to the Rila Monastery. After the Liberation of Bulgaria, in 1897 to the 
old triconchal church was attached an elongated nave and the church is turned into an altar. The new entrance to the 
church from the west is shaped like a portico* with three arches and pediment** in the form of an arc of circular 
window in the middle. The Monastery until the early 90s of the 20th century had a stone icon of St. Nikola from 
1853 by master Stoimen from the village of Lobosh, but today it is gone.

*Portico (Latin: Porticus, Italian: Portico) in architecture is called an extension of the entrance to a building whose 
roof is usually supported by columns - colonnade.

**Pediment (in English: pediment, French: fronton, Italian: frontone) is called classical architectural element 
crowning a certain horizontal structure (entablature), usually (not always) supported by a colonnade. Most often, 
there is a triangular shaped but may also be arcuate (part of a segment of a circle).

Accommodation and food:The Monastery does not offer food and accommodation
Transport: 
Peshtera Monastery, also known as Oryahovski or Mrachki, according to the name of the area - 
Mrakata, is located at 4 km. from the village of Peshtera, at 6 km. away from the town of Zemen, and at 25 km from 
the town of Kyustendil and Pernik as well as at 50 km from Sofia.



Plakovo Monastery “St. Profet Iliya”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo


Location: Plakovo Monastery is located in the northern foothills of the Elena hills of the Middle Fore Balkans, near 
the village of Plakovo, at about 14 km away from the city of Veliko Tarnovo.
History and general info:
 The Monastery was founded during the Second Bulgarian Empire, probably in 1280, but 
not long after the fall of Bulgaria under Ottoman rule, it was destroyed, like many other Monasteries. Around year 
1450 it was restored, but later many times - in 1595, 1706, 1794 - was plundered and burned. In 1835 in the 
Monastery was organized Velchovata Zavera /Conspiracy/, one of the leaders of which was Father Sergiy - former 
abbot of the Monastery. After the suppression of the plot, the Monastery was again destroyed. This is evident by the 
large marble slab beneath the Monastery bell which reads: “Glory to the heroes who gathered a hundred years ago 
and died for the freedom of his people: Velcho Atanasov Dzhamdzhiyata of Veliko Tarnovo, Ivanaki Ionkov 
Kurkchiyata from Vratsa, Father Hadji Sergiy, abbot of the Monastery "St. Ilia", Kolyo Gaitandzhiyata from Veliko 
Tarnovo, master Dimitar of Sofia, Hadzhi Yordan Bradata of Elena, teacher Andon Nikopit from Macedonia and 
many other patriots, led by captain Georgi Mamarchev from Kotel, inspirer and organizer of the Zavera. Bulgarian 
National Committee, Sofia Easter, 1935." 

In 1845 began the restoration of the Monastery. At the same time was built and the church  "St. Iliya" which is a feat 
in Bulgarian architecture. It is built in Athos type, characteristic of the era of the Second Bulgarian State. It is with 
size 19 x 7,5m, with nave, and one apse. Six massive columns with capitals and vaulted open narthex*. Above the 
entrance unknown artist painted in 1852 the ascension of the prophet Iliya, which is the only fresco in the 
Monastery. In 1845 Zahari Zograf painted the image of the Christ the Great Bishop with the Twelve Apostles. 
Besides this icon in the Monastery are also preserved old manuscripts and incunabula. 

In 1865 Usta Kolyo Fitcheto built a magnificent 26-meter belfry tower with beautiful decorative masonry, stone 
fountain and two-storey residential buildings in a U-shape, but in 1949 in a new fire the majority of the buildings 
burned again. Plakovo Monastery was declared a cultural monument.

* Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church

Accommodation and food:
 Food and accommodation are not offered to visitors. Yet, similarly to other 
Monasteries in the region, the proximity to Veliko Turnovo, where one can find a rich choice of restaurants and 
hotels, solves this problem.

Transport: 
The southern road going out of Veliko Turnovo has an offroad to the Plakovo Monastery at the town of 
Kilifarevo. The village of Plakovo lies about 5 km away from there, while the very Monastery is 2km further down 
the road from the village.



Podgumer Monastery “St. Dimitar”

Region: Sofia


Location: Podgumer Monastery is located at the southern foot of Sofia Mountain, West part of The Balkans, near 
the village of Podgumer, at 7 km east of the town of Novi Iskar and at 10 miles north of Sofia.
History and general info:
 It is assumed that the Monastery was founded in the 18th century. Above the door of the 
church there is a preserved inscription with written year - 1597, the probable year of renovation of the Monastery. 
Repeatedly destroyed and ruined, the Monastery was restored in 1848 with funds from the inhabitants of the 
surrounding villages of Podgumer – Kurilo, Gniliane,Kumaritsa, Zhelyava, etc. The murals are made by Pimen 
Sofiyski, who paints more than 50 churches in Bulgaria. The Monastery church is a small one nave and single apse, 
with a large narthex and no dome. Here found refuge the apostle Vasil Levski during his work visits in Sofia region. 
Between the 16th - 18th century the Monastery was one of the literacy centers in the district, owned a rich library 
and some of the books and documents were written by monks in residence. The Monastery stored a copy of the first 
edition of Sofroniev's "Nedelnik" ("Sunday Study"), printed in Rome in 1806. In 1897, in the library still was a book 
about all the holidays for the twelve months of the year (Menaion). 

Today, the Monastery of Podgumer is periodically functioning.

Accommodation and food: Food and accommodation are not offered to visitors.

Transport: Exit to Podgumer Monastery is at the ring road following the direction to the village of Podgumer.


Pomorie Monastery “St. George The Victorious”

Region: Burgas


Location: The Pomorie Monastery, named after “St. Georgi the Victorious”, is located in the seaside town of 
Pomorie, some 20km to the north of Bourgas.
History and general info:
 There are evidences that even in the 3th-4th  century, these places were inhabited by 
monks. Officially, the monastery was founded in the 7th century by Greek colonists, but later was destroyed by the 
invasion of the Turks in Bulgaria.

There is a legend that in the late 17th century on the site of the present today Monastery settled Turks Bey** Selim 
and seized the land as his possession, establishing his homestead*. He suffered from severe, incurable disease. One 
night, the Bey dreamed that in the courtyard of his house is miraculous water. When excavated the site, he found a 
marble bas-relief of St. George, and under it – a well. With water from the spring, he healed and in gratitude built a 
chapel in this place and with his entire family converted to Christianity. After his spouse died, the Bey donated his 
3800 decares of farm land to the Monastery. The new church was built on the foundations of the old one. The 
Monastery stores valuable iconographic models of the late 18th and early 19th century. Up to 1906 worships were 
entirely in Greek.

*Homestead is a type of large agricultural property and a small village near the town or village, owned by the major 
landowner. There are farm and residential buildings inside of it.

**Bey (or beg, bek) is a Turkic title originally meant a small tribal leader of the group. Later it began to refer to the 
rulers of independent or vassal principalities, as well as provincial governors in many countries in the Middle East. 
Area managed by the Bey called beylik.

Accommodation and food:
 The inhabitants of the Monastery is very hospitable. Lodging can be found in the 
Monastery after prior arrangement with the abbot Yerotei, whose phone is (059) 632 017. Abbot speaks English and 
German and is always glad to show around the Monastery's guests.

Transport: The Monastery is easy to reach by car or by a regular bus from Burgas.

Contact phones: (059) 632 017.
 


Pravets Monastery “St. Teodor Tiron”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
The “St. Teodor Tiron” Monastery is located at about 2-3km away from the town of Pravets, following 
the road to Etropole. It lies in the Etropole part of the Balkan mountain, and is naturally bounded by the relatively 
low Bilo mountain to the South and the defile of the Vitomeritsa river to the north.

History and general info:
 In ancient times, on the site of the Pravets Monastery was a Thracian sanctuary. There is 
no accurate data when there was established the Monastery, but it is assumed that that this happened at the time of 
Asen and Peter rulers. During Ottoman rule, the Monastery was destroyed by the Janissaries* - in 1636, and by the 
Kardzhalimen /robbers/ - in the 18th century. It was restored in 1866 with donations from wealthy residents of the 
area. From the Liberation to the Second World War, the monastery functions as a nunnery. At that time was built 
refectory**, which today is home to the father, who serves in the Monastery. In 2006 and 2007 is undergoing a 
major renovation of the Monastery and its frescoes were restored. In its current conditions Pravets Monastery is 
functioning and consists of a church and residential buildings. The church "St. Teodor Tiron" is built of stone and 
brick layers and is a massive building with three bulky five-sided apses and two bas-relief of two-headed eagles 
above the entrance. The iconostasis in the church is the crafted by painters from Tetevenska school as of a special 
interest is the icon of St. George from 1869. The icon of the patron saint St. Teodor Tiron was almost completely 
destroyed. Recently the frescoes in the church and the Monastery were restored. The residential building in the 
Pravets Monastery was built in 1970 and contains seven rooms each in a completely different architectural style. 
The greatest treasure in the Monastery are relics of the patron St. Teodor Tiron who were donated to the monastery 
in 2008 from the bishop of Ruse. The only occupant of Pravetski Monastery is Father Yoan, who runs the Monastery 
for about 10 years already. From the yard starts a nice green path that connects the cloister with the nearby town of 
Pravets.

** Refectory - Place in a Monastery, where food is prepared; Monastery kitchen, cook-house, cookery. Usually the 
so-called kitchen in Orthodox Monasteries.
Accommodation and food:
 Pravets Monastery offers accommodation in several rooms for up to 15 people. In the 
garden next to the guests building is a summer-house where you can do a barbecue and gather a company. In the 
nearby town of Pravets also are hotels and restaurants.

Transport: 
The Pravets Monastery is easy to reach following the Pravets offroad from the Hemus highway and 
then taking the old mainroad to Varnа. Shortly after reaching the town of Pravets, one arrives at the offroad to 
Etropole. The direct offroad to the Monastery (about 1km down a dirty road) is reached after driving about 2 km 
down the road to Etropole.

Contact phones: 07133/ 4093; 0889/ 393709
 


Prisovo Monastery “St. Panteleymon”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo 


Location: 
The Monastery is in Tarnovo's heights of the Middle Fore Balkans, in the east part of Prisovo village, at 5 
km east of Debelets town and about 5 km south of the city of Veliko Tarnovo.

History and general info: Prisovo monastery “St. Panteleymon” was founded in 1870 by Mincho Raichev and his 
wife – Drazha Raicheva. The Monastery church was built in 1881 and was consecrated in 1882. During the wars the 
nuns used to help the destitute and the troopers. Prisovo Women Convent is functional, but nowadays it is used as an 
lunatic asylum. The church was recently renovated and inside of it can be seen frescoes with the images of St. 
Panteleymon, Sofroniy Vrachanski, Paisiy Hilendarskiy, St. Knyaz Boris, St. Ivan Rilski, Patriarch Evtimiy and 
Teodosiy Tarnovski. The dome is painted with image of Jesus surrounded by angels and apostles. On the altar there 
are icons of of Holy Virgin Mary, of St. Dimitriy on horseback, of St. Panteleymon and icon of the 26 Icon-painter 
martyrs, which is a copy of this one in the Zograf Monastery.

In the courtyard of Prisovo Monastery there is belfry tower with octagonal shape and a fountain with carved 
inscription in one of the stones - 1910. Before the Monastery entrance there is a stone  plate, brought from the site of 
Nicopolis ad Istrum, which is an ancient pagan sacrificial altar and today is used for carrying blessings. 

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.

Transport: 5 km east from Debeletz village and 5 km south of Veliko Tarnovo.
Contact phones: 061105/ 411


Prisovo Monastery  “St. Archangel Michael ”

Region: Veliko Tarnovo 


Location: Prisovo Monastery "St. Archangel Michael" is located near the village of Prisovo, at 8 km away from the 
city of Veliko Tarnovo.
History and general info:
 The Monastery is located south of Prisovo village, near the town of Debelets, Veliko 
Tarnovo region. According to a legend, the Monastery was built by Asenovtsi brothers in honour glory to the fallen 
Bulgarian warriors in the battle against Isac Angel on the day of Michaelmas. In the times of the Second Bulgarian 
Empire here were trained servants of God and book transcript writers. The Monastery was often visited by Tsar Ivan 
Alexander and his family.

The Monastery was destroyed with the fall under Ottoman rule. In 1409 it is recreated as a bookmen school. In 1426 
monk, named Luka, makes a transcription  of one Triod. The Monastery was rebuilt again during the time of the 
Tarnovo Uprisings leaded by Todor Balina and Pavel Dzhordzhich. Later monks from the Rila and Samokov 
Monasteries constructed a small residential building and a prayers chapel. 

The construction of the Monastery in its current form started in 1858 by master Petko Hristov from the town of 
Debelets. Repeated raids and lootings forced the inhabitants to install secret compartments. The reconstruction of 
the Monastery was helped by many villagers from Debelets and Prisovo and craftsmen as well (coppersmiths and 
carpenters) from Gabrovo, Tarnovo and Drianovo cities. 

The Monastery was used as a shelter of many educators, Renaissance activists, rebels and revolutionaries. It was 
visited by Panayot Hitov, Vasil Levski, Ivan Karshovski and icon-painter Tsani from Tryavna town. In 1869 Vasil 
Levski arrives here with Father Matei Mitkaloto. Ilarion Makariopolski used to come here as a student often, also. 
The Monastery was visited by Vasil Levski, Dimitar Obshi and the courier from Lyaskovo revolutionary committee 
Marin Stoychev in the autumn of 1871.

Before the outbreak of the April Uprising, in the cloister arrives priest Hariton - the future leader. He organizes a 
General Assembly in the abbot cell.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered.
Transport: The exit for Prisovo Monastery is on the road from Tarnovo to Debelets.


Razboiste Monastery  “The Presentation of God's Mother to 
the Temple”

Region: Sofia


Location: 
Razboishte Monastery is a functioning rock Monastery. It is located at 1-2 km. away from the village of 
Razboishte  in the the gorge of Nishava river, about 9 km southwest from Godech town at a 79km northwest from 
Sofia city. It is on the Tupanica hills.

History and general info:
 There are preserved fragments of old paintings in the Monastery church, on the grounds 
of which some researchers believe that the Monastery existed since the 15th century. Others suppose that the rock 
Monastery complex (hermit's lodges with chapel) date back to 13-14th century. In 18-19th  centuries the retreat in 
the rocks used to flourish. In 1841 the Monastery was reconstructed thoroughly. After its renovation the residentials 
were moved to the flat and so the church remains out of them.

The Monastery keeps Antiquarian Bulgarian liturgical book from 1869. The church is a one-nave*, semicylindrical apse** and with a small altar. Almost all of its wall frescoes were destroyed in 1941 after applying new 
stucco coating. On the west facade, and in the nave and apse niche there are preserved fragments of frescoes from 
the original church. At the north end of the west facade are depicted scenes from "Doomsday", dating back to late 
15th - early 16th century. The remaining icons and church plates are from the second half of 19th century. The 
Monastery stores the old iconostasis from 19th century, and there is a new one from 1950.

* Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

Transport: It is located at 11 km southwest from the town of Godech. The exit for the monastery is at 5 km after 
Godech following the road to the town of Dragoman, close to the villages of Tuden and Razboishte. Passing through 
Razboishte village, soon after it, there is a meadow, convenient for parking from which starts a footwalk path with 
signes and directions for about 1300meters. Along the Monastery passes a railway road. The Monastery could be 
reached as well through Kalotina /Serbia border checkpoint/ passing the villages of Berende izvor and Cheparlianci 
and then taking dirty road, which is passable for automobiles in good weather, leading to the Monastery.



Resilovo Monastery “The Shroud of Holy Mary”

Region: Sofia 


Location: Resilovo Monastery is located ot the foots of Rila mountain, close to the village of Resilovo. The 
Monastery is at 10 km east from the city of Dupnitsa and about 60 km south from Sofia.
History and general info:
 Resilovo Monastery "Shroud of Holy Mary" was built in 1927 by a rich widow of a 
perished sailor. It is one of the few functioning women convents in Bulgaria, open for visitors at any time. In 1995 
the Monastery was renovated and at then the impressive residential buildings were constructed.
It consists of a church, residential and farm buildings, surrounded by a stone wall. The church is currently under 
repair. Close before the entrance of the Resilovo Monastery, you can see a Holy spring and a chapel, named “Holy 
Ghost”.

Transport: The Monastery is reached down by an asphalt road that diverts from the main road connecting the town 
of Dupnitsa and the spa resort of Sapareva Banya. The road is signed and starts about 6 km after leaving Dupnitsa, 
right after the village of Resilovo taking right. It is about 1.5km following the road to get straight to the Monastery.



Rila Monastery “Saint Ivan of Rila”

Region: Sofia


Location:
 The Monastery is located in the western part of Rila mountains at a height of 1150 m above sea level, near 
the village of Pastra (13km). The Monastery is at a distance of 47 km. of the city of Dupnitsa, 84 km. of the city of 
Kyustendil and 111 km. away from capital Sofia.

History and general info: 
The Rila Monastery is a spavropegial Monastery. It is located in southwestern Bulgaria, 
in Kyustendil administrative disctrict, in Rila Municipality. It was founded in the mid-30s of 10th century by the 
hermit Ivan Rilski and his disciples, in the upper course of the Rila river. Rila Monasetry is one of the most 
important historical and cultural monuments in Bulgaria, listed as World Heritage by UNESCO.
The present Monastery is located near the village of Pastra - not far from the place of its original construction. This is 
the largest Monastery in Bulgaria, on 5 storeys, with visible 4 of them. This feature of the building is due to 
restrictions imposed by the Ottoman authorities in 1834, when the current buildings were built. The ground floor 
features the museum. In the cookhouse was prepared food for the monks.

In 1335 in the courtyard of the Monastery was built a defense tower and a small one-nave church by the local feudal
lord Protosevast (high boyar) Hrelyo. The tower is the oldest preserved building in the Monastery and it is with 
architectural style following Tarnovo Artistic School. On top of the tower is a chapel, named “St. Transfiguration” 
with valuable frescoes from the 30s of the 14th century.

Tsar Ivan Shishman (1371 - 1393) issued on September, 21st, 1378 a certificate for Rila Monastery, which - signed 
and stamped with a gold seal, granted the Monastery with feudal possessions of 20 villages with the land belonging 
to them.

Ever since its foundation, the Monastery became a literary and educational center. Great pedagogical activities 
conducted there Neofit Rilski, who established church school during the Renaissance times. The Monastery gives 
shelter to Vasil Levski, Ilyo Voivode /rebel leader/, Gotse Delchev, Peyo Iavorov and others.

In 1778, the Monastery "St. Ivan Rilski" suffered a violent fire. It was reconstructed in 1784 by Master Alexi Rilets, 
who in 1816-1819 designed and built the east, north and west wing. A significant part of the Monastery was burned 
again in 1833, and his recovery was again performed by Alexi under the guidance of the time then abbot Yosif 
Stroitelia /Joseph, The  builder/. In 1840 a new iconostasis for the church was crafted, by Petar Filipov, Anton 
Stanishev and Dimitar Stanishev. The main church in the Rila Monastery was built in the period 1833–1837 -  
"Virgin Birth''  , achievement by master Pavel Ivanovich. In 1847 master Milenko raised the south wing of the 
Monastery.

Today the complex covers an area of 8800 sq. meters, 5500 of which is built-up. The Monastery wings, which were 
constructed in different period ranging from 4 to 5 storeys, surround from all sides the only courtyard with a shape 
of irregular pentagon.

Over the millennia of its existence the Monastery has changed twice its place and was destroyed and updated 
several times. In the fourteenth century, it was renovated by the Bulgarian ruler Hrelyo Dragovol, and from that 
period is the preserved tower with chapel Preobrazhenie Gospodne /Transfiguration/ on top of it as well as the 
archaeological relics of of a medieval citadel. Today's buildings date from the early 19th century, when after the 
violent fire, were rebuilt.

Hrelyo’s tower with chapel "Transfiguration"  

In the fourteenth century the Monastery was renovated by the Bulgarian ruler Hrelyo Dragovol and there is a


preserved medieval tower with chapel "Transfiguration", with stored valuable frescoes dating back to the 
fourteenth century.

Church “Virgin Birth”

Church, “Virgin Birth” is the central church of the Rila Monastery and is used as an assemby hall.
The Medieval church built by Hrelyo Dragovol and named after him Hrelyova carkva /Hrelyo's church/ existed 
until 1834 when after a decision of the Monastery brotherhood it was demolished and on the same place, and 
probably over its foundations was built the today's Cathedral.Construction of the temple began in 1835 and was 
completed in 1837. Its main builder and foremaster was Pavel Ivanovich from the village of Krimin, Sisaniyska 
diocese, located south of Kostur area, a descendant of an old family of builders.

Rila Monastery church is in the so called "Athos type” Church. Is a dome basilica with five cruciate located domes. 
Two more chapels from are attached from the south and the north, dedicated to St Nikolai Mirlikliyski and St Ivan 
Rilski. The church has no narthex**. Outside from the west, north and south there is a single storey gallery serving 
as a narthex.

The murals in the Cathedral are achievements of the most prominent icon-painters of the XIXth century, among 
which are Dimitar Hristof Zograf, Zahari Zograf, Dimitar and Simeon Molerovi and others. The iconostatis was 
crafted by Atanas Teladur from the city of Samokov and Petar Garka.

Church “Blessed Virgin”

The church "Blessed Virgin" is the cemetery church of the Rila Monastery and it is located south of it. It was built in 
three stages. The first construction stage involves the construction of two-storey church ossuary. The lower floor 
consists of a rectangular premises, in which are kept monks bones. The upper floor is a one nave church with a single 
apse, slightly protruded out of the eastern wall, with huge altar part with five niches in the walls and an elongated 
rectangular nave. The iconostasis is wooden carved and dates back to 18th or the beginning of 19th century. The 
walls of the two-storey church are from solid stone. The church was built probably before the middle of the 18th 
century. It is wall-painted in 1975, and it's founder was Metropolitan of Samokov Filotey. In the second 
construction stage from west of the church to its second floor was attached a two-storey building, which is with 
massive walls on first floor and frame-built on the second. This part of the building dates back to the late eighteen or 
early nineteenth century. During the third stage, on the west front of the dwellings is built a two-storey gallery.


Church “Assumption of St. Ivan Rilski”

East of the Monastery on a path leading to the old hermitage is located the church “Assumption of St. Ivan Rilski”. 
In 1746, on the place where the contemporary church building is, once there was a church, built over the site, which 
is thought to be the original grave of the saint Ivan Rilski. The church includes the cave-dwelling of the hermit in 
10th century. In 1820 the church was reconstructed from the grounds as one-nave, single apse building with a hall to 
the cave-hermitage. The church is massive and arched, with blind domes. In 1820 the church was painted with 
frescoes entirely, but nowadays most of the paintings are severely damaged.

Church “St. Luka” 

The church Saint Luka was constructed in the late eighteenth century on the site of a chapel, which was before that 
erected in memory of the nephew of St. Ivan Rilski. The building is one nave, single apse basilica with extensive 
narthex. It has two storeys and under the church there is a premises with fireplace and large walled area, the western 
part of which is a medieval construction. It is assumed that these are the remains of the original chapel “St. Luka”. 
The church construction and the grounds are solid stone and both floors are arched. The iconostasis, which is now in 
the National Museum of History, is wooden carved, gold coated and richly decorated. It dates from the eighteenth 
century. The nave and the narthex were painted in 1799 during the time of Abbot Gerasim as founder then was the 
monk Ignatiy (Ivan Kalpakchi of the city of Stara Zagora). The frescoes in the apse are done by Toma Vishanov and 
in the nave and narthex are done by icon-painters from Samokov School. In 1864 the west side of the church was 
built with a spacious entrance, making it is connected to the school, raised by Neofit Rilski.

Church “Shroud of the Virgin Mary”
Right to the north of church St Luka, on higher ground terrace is situated the 
church Shroud of the “Virgin Mary”, built in 1805 by masters Michael and Radoitsa  from the village of Rila, on the 
foundations of an older church, named “Shroud of the Virgin Mary”. The murals dating from 1811 are the work of 
Toma Vishanov Molera and and other masters from the Banat art schools.

The Rila Monastery is one of The hundred tourist sites of the Bulgarian Tourist Union. It is open to visitors from 8 to 
18 pm every day, and the seal for stamping up you tourist book is located in the museum of the Monastery.


The Monastery has the status of an own settlement with a population (with current address) of 65 residents.
In 1961 the Monastery was declared a National Museum "Rila Monastery", but in 1968 the monks were returned 
back in. In 1976 it became a National Historic reserve, and since 1983 is under the auspices of UNESCO.
The Rila Monastery has one of the richest icons collections dating from 14th to 19th century. The oldest one is with 
image of Ivan Rilski and is from 14th century. Others preserved icons represent the images of St. Arseniy (14-15c.), 
Assumption (15-16c.), St. George on the throne (15c.), Virgin of Tenderness (15c.), Ioan Predtecha (17th century), 
Christ Enthroned (17th century) and many others.

The library of the Rila Monastery keeps about 250 manuscripts from the period 11-19 century, 9000 incunabulars, 
notated manuscripts, Renaissance prints and more. Especially valuable are the works of the Bulgarian educator and 
writer Neofit Rilski, most of which are kept in the Monastery library.

An important part of the artistic treasures in the monastery is the wooden carvings. Here is one of the earliest 
examples of this art in Bulgaria - the Woodcarved door of the old church of 14c. Also in the 18th century in the 
monastery was opened the first workshop for prints (engravings on metal and wood). There is the largest collection 
of cliches from this epoch. 

In the Rila Monastery have been created and stored multiple works of applied arts: gold-waven church vestments, 
shrouds, cloths, belts and corporal, some of which have been preserved as specimens from 15 do19v. There are also 
many works of goldsmith and metal sculpture: cups, chalices, collection plates, relics containers, censers, crosses 
and many more. 

In the Rila Monastery is the grave of Tsar Boris III.

Accommodation and food:
 The Monastery offers accommodation and the area around has grown into a developed 
tourist centre with plenty of restaurants and hotels. Once in the neighbourhood, it is worth trying the delicious 
mountain trout caught in the Rilska river or special breading pools by the river and offered in most of the restaurants 
around. Price for a bed at the Monastery: 15 USD

Transport: There is a good, signed asphalt road off the main road from Sofia to the southern border checkpoint of 
Kulata that passes through the town of Rila and then leads straight to the Monastery's gates.

Contact phones:+359 70542208 .
 


Rozhen Monastery “St. Nativity of Mother of God”

Region: Blagoevgrad 


Location: The Monastery is located in the Pirin Mountain, about 1 km from the city of Rozhen, and 6 km from the 
town of Melnik and 16 km from the town of Sandanski.
History and general info:
 The Rozhen Monastery " St. Nativity of Mother of God" is the biggest Monastery in the 
Pirin region, one of the few medieval Bulgarian Monasteries, founded in the XII century. This is one of the oldest 
Monasteries in Bulgaria. In the past, the Monastery was in independence of the local bishop in Melnik, and 
subordinated only to the Ecumenical Patriarch - a privilege, of which only the most important Monasteries in the 
Orthodox world could take advantage. Today it is remarkable for its design and is subordinated to Nevroskopska 
Patriarchy of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church.

The church "St. Nativity of Mother of God” has existed since the end of the XVI century, and later gave its name to 
the nearby village of Rozhen. It has three domes with a narthex and a small chapel on the north side. Here is the 
miraculous icon "Mother of God Platytera". Many unique wood-carved iconostasis are preserved, but a large fire in 
the late 17th century damaged the Monastery buildings and probably destroyed the Monastery archive. During 
excavations in the Monastery's yard were found jewelry and coins from the Byzantine Emperor Michael VIII 
Palaeologus (1259-1282). Evidences for the existence of the Monastery in the 13th century were found in a Greek 
manuscript. An Article of the theologian - historian Vencislav Karavalchev reveals Kalist Angelikud (Melnishki ) as 
the founder of the cloister.

The earliest secure evidence for the existence of the Monastery was a file in a manuscript in the library of the Great 
Lavra, which indicates that the manuscript was copied in 1551 by the monk Cosmas, abbot of  the Monastery 
"Vsesveshtenata Bogoroditsa Rozinotisa."

The original Monastery complex has suffered serious damages and during the XVI century it was recovered again. 
Later were built the south wing and the main Monastery church, and at the end of the 16th century the church and the 
dining room were decorated with murals. The south facade of the main temple was painted with murals in the late 
17th century, and in 1662 the newly built Monastery ossuary was decorated with frescoes.

After the fire in the second half of the 17th century, the Monastery fell into a difficult situation and only in the early 
18th century it was restored with the financial support of wealthy Bulgarians from the whole country. The 
restoration of the Monastery began in 1715 and the church was fully completed in 1732. In 1761 the Monastery lost 
its autonomy and became a convent of the Georgian Iviron Monastery on Mount Athos and Iviron monks were 
appointed as abbots. In the 19th century the construction in the Monastery is still ongoing, while at the same time it 
is a regional cultural center and has many lands in the surroundings. In the late 19th and early 20th century, the 
Monastery again declined.

In 1891 George Strezov wrote for the Monastery:

"Above the village is the eponymous Monastery "Rozhna" distorted by "Birth of Mother of God". An old building, 
above the village. This monastery is dependant on Mount Athos Iviron Monastery. [...] People believe that the icon, 
an old image, moves on its own from its place, as it wants to come out on the eve of the feast. Then the monks grab 
the icon and bring it out, in front of the church door. All those present pass under the icon for health. At that time, 
they hit and fight in the crowd, to be the first ones to pass. 20 monks live in the monastery; they read Greek.”
After 1912 a dispute about the ownership of Rozhen Monastery arose between Bulgaria and Greece. The dispute 
was finally resolved in 1921 by the Court of Arbitration in The Hague in favor of Bulgaria.

In 1790 was created a copy of the miraculous icon of "Mother of God Platytera", that was stored in the “mother” 
Monastery. It was created by the icon-painter Yane Iverski, ordered from the leather craftsman in Melnik.
The original icon has guarded the gates of Iviron and hence carries the epithet Portaiitisa. This copy of the icon, 
donated to the Rozhen Monastery, is made of sacred iron, surrounded by ten small compositions depicting its
healing miracles.

The icon is considered miraculous. Every year on September the 7th pilgrims from all over the country and abroad 
offer their gifts in front of the icon and spend the night in the temple for health. On September the 8th is the day of the 
Birth of Mother of God, celebrated as feast of the Monastery. A procession with the miraculous icon is organized, 
the Monastery boiled mutton is being blessed and given away for health. Today, the miraculous icon is stored in the 
Monastery “St. Nativity of Mother of God”.

The restoration of the Monastery was completed in 1981 by a team led by Hristina Staneva and the mural paintings, 
icons, and carvings began in the late 60s and were completed in the early 90s of the 20th century from the restoration 
team led by Lozinka Koynova - Arnaudova, Alexander Penev and others.

200 meters east of the Rozhen Monastery is the tomb of Bulgarian revolutionary Yane Sandanski, who lived in the 
Monastery at the end of his life. He was buried next to the church "St. St. Cyril and Methodius ", built in the period 
1912-1914 on his own initiative. In the Monastery was shot the Bulgarian motion picture “ Vreme razdelno”. The 
Monastery is also part of the Hundred national tourist sites. There is a stamp of the Bulgarian Tourist Union for all 
those, who visited the site. 

Currently, the abbot of the Monastery is Bishop Seraphim Melnishki.

Accommodation and food:
 The Monastery offers neither food nor accommodation. Nevertheless, just 500 meters 
down the road to the Monastery there is a guesthouse with a restaurant. The city of Melnik, which is about 5km 
away, is a popular tourist destination with a rich choice of accommodation and food.

Transport: An Asphalt road from Melnik leads directly to the gates of the Rozhen Monastery. There is no regular 
bus service from the city.

Contact phones: 07437/222
 


Ruen Monastery “St. John of Rila”

Region: Sofia 


Location:
 The Ruen Monastery, “St. John of Rila”, is situated in a beatiful place close to the town of Boboshevo 
which lies about 8km away off the main road connection Sofia to the border checkpoint of Kulata. A couple of 
kilometers further from the town is the village of Skrino, the native place of St. John of Rila, while the Monastery is 
up in the mountain above the village. 

History and general info: 
The Ruen Monastery is one of the newest Bulgarian Monasteries. Its construction began 
in 1995 and ended in 2002 with the help of donations and foundations. It is situated near the village of Skrino - the 
birthplace of Ivan Rilski (St. John of Rila). A scenic trail that that goes from the Monastery leads to the cave where 
St. John of Rila led a live of a hermit. Shortly afterwards there is a large cross on a rock, rising almost over the road. 
According to a legend, this cross marks the place from which a virgin jumped, in order to escape from the Turks, 
who pursued her. 

The temple is well painted, with rounded shapes and beautiful gilded altar. The Ruen Monastery is a male one. 
Visitors are not allowed on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. On Sundays and public holidays you can enjoy the 
monastic choir during prayer. Here the monks produce on their own honey, jam and Turkish delight. They are 
painting icons and writing books.

Accommodation and food: The Ruen Monastery does not offer food and accommodation. The nearby village is 
not a tourist destination and hence does not have such facilities either.
Transport: 
The exit to Ruen Monastery is on the main road Sofia - Kulata (E79), for the town of Boboshevo. From 
there one takes the road to Kyustendil and after about 5km. he will reach the village of Skirno. From the village 
begins a 3km dirt road that leads to the cloister.



Samokov Monastery “The Shroud of Mother of God”

Region: Sofia 


Location:
 The Samokov - based convent “The Shroud of Mother of God” is situated in the town of Samokov, on 
Tsar Boris III street. It is open to visitors every day, while the church's holiday is marked on the 1st of October, the 
day of the Shroud of Mother of God. 

History and general info:
 The Samokov convent “The Shroud of Mother of God” is a functioning convent of the 
Bulgarian Orthodox Church in the town of Samokov. It is founded in 1772 by Grandmother Fota from Samokov – 
the grandmother of Konstantin Fotinov, which donated to the Rila Monastery her own house and founded a convent 
in it. But according to the legends, the Monastery's founding is related to the saving of the city by St. Mother of God. 
She spread her cloak - pall over the city, and thus saved it. The convent became bigger, as to the main building were 
added new ones - donated by the local people. In the 19th century a comprehensive educational activity was 
developed in the convent. Dimitar Zograph has painted icons for the church and in the narthex one can see a mural 
pating with St. Mother of God, which according to specialists, was painted from Zachari Zograph (a Bulgarian iconpainter) . In the Monastery one can see the icons of the Mother of God with the Child, Jesus Christ, a.o. It is 
suggested that the icons in the iconostasis are made from Hristo Dimitrov - the father of Zachari and Dimitar 
Zograph, considered the founder of the Samokov art school. The Hadzhistamovahouse which was added to the 
Monastery complex is converted into a kitchen. One of Monastery buildings offers accommodation for guests.


The temple's Monastery feast is on October the 1st. The nuns here 

prepare food for the poor and so continue the tradition of charity. In 

the Monastery there are manuscripts, old books and the relics of of 

St. Panteleimon and St. Sava Serbian, brought in the 19th century 

from Mount Athos. The Church “The Shroud of Mother of God”

was built in 1837 – 1839. Nowadays, the convents is constantly 

functioning.

Accommodation and food: 
One of the Monastery's buildings is 

used for accommodation of visitors. The nuns also run a charity 

kitchen for poor citizens, but visitors can have a meal in one of the 

many restaurants in the town of Samokov.

Transport: The Monastery is easy to find as it lies in the heart of 

Samokov.

Contact phones: 0722 26807 
 


Sandanski Monastery “St. St. Cosmas and Damyan”

Region: Blagoevgrad 


Location: Monastery "St. St. Cosmas and Damyan" is located at two kilometers north of the center of the town of 
Sandanski, near the right bank of the river Sandanska Bistritsa.
History and general info: 
: The Monastery is located in a picturesque area, including meadows, orchards and lush 
greenery. According to the history, the Monastery exists from around 4-5 century. It is believed that here lived the 
two brothers St. Cosmas and Damyan and have treated ill people mostly with the help of the nearby mineral spring 
"Miroto", which still exists today as part of the “Ognyanoviskite” mineral springs. Data for the assumptions is 
derived from the ruins around the Monastery - the old waterfall of ringed tubes built for the needs of the Monastery. 
According to legend, the two brothers healed sick people and animals only by laying hands on them and they were 
immediately getting well. Those skilled healers did not take money from anyone for the treatment and therefore
were called "Bezsrebrenitsi". The only thing they were trying to convey with their miraculous treatments was the 

faith in Christ in people. The Holy healers - Bezsrebrenitsi gave the name of the city – Sveti Vrach. This comes from 
a Slavic translation, in which Vrach means doctor. The city carries its current name from 1958 when it was renamed 
after the Pirin voivode Yane Sandanski - Sandanski town.

During the Ottoman rule "St. St. Cosmas and Damyan" Monastery was demolished and devastated, but people did 
not stop to honor it. Since then, every year, on the Thursday after Easter a convocation is organized. Now there is a 
church building, built on the old foundations – in 1928 from Christians and citizens of Sveti Vrach. The church was 
built of stone masonry. In 1950 was built а ceiling - plastered inside and out. In 1978 was made the stay of the altar, 
doors of the iconostasis were placed and the western retaining wall was built. And in 1981 a marble floor was 
placed. In 1998, with donations made ?by a local citizens, were built the fence, the road to the monastery, were placed 
the gates are built the massive existing chapels of St. Demetrius and St. Petka.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered. 
Transport: The Monastery is located only after 2km to the north of the central part of Sandanski.


Sapareva Banya Monastery “St. Stephan“ 

Region: Sofia


Location:
 Sapareva Banya Monastery is located in the Northwestern Rila Mountain (on the hill Dzhoganitsa) and 
on the right bank of the river Dzherman. It is about 3 km southeast of the town of Sapareva Banya.
History and general info: The Monastery was founded during the Second Bulgarian Empire, but during the times 
of Ottoman rule was burned several times. During this period the Monastery was a center of literary activity, led by 
the Rila Monastery. The number of monks in this period probably reached thirty. 

In 1921 two brothers - a monk and a priest took the mission of the reconstruction of the Monastery. Thanks to their 
efforts and the work of the local people, in 1923 the Monastery church was consecrated by the Sofia Metropolitan 
Stefan.

Sapareva Banya Monastery was restored permanently in 1924 by а family from Dupnistsa, in memory of their son 
who died during the First World War. Currently,  the Monastery is still functioning. The complex consists of a 
church and residential buildings. Next to the Monastery is the holy spring chapel "St. Stilian Paflagoniyski" (rebuilt 
in 2010), whose patron (called by the people - "St. Istilian") is considered  а protector of children 
("Chedozastapnik"). About 1 km south of the Monastery, on the right bank of the river Dzherman, is located the 
chapel "St. Peter and Paul", built in 1985.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered. 
Transport: The exit to Sapareva Banya Monastery is in the town of Sapareva Banya.
 


Seslavtzi Monastery “St. Nicolas”

Region: Sofia 


Location:
 Seslavtsi Monastery is situated close to the village of Seslavtsi, about 20 km from Sofia. 
History and general info: Seslavtsi Monastery "St. Nicholas" was built in the early 17th century by the residents of 
nearby village of Seslavtsi. The Early 17th century was a period of prosperity in the Ottoman Empire and then was 
given some freedom to the Christian population, and the construction of some Monasteries and churches was 
allowed. Then was founded and painted the Monastery church. At that time, in the Monastery functioned a literary 
and educational school. In the early 19th century Seslavtsi Monastery was devastated by the Kyrdzhalimen gangs. 
It was restored from Abbot Hariton in 1832 In the 50s and 60s of the 20th century on the territory of the Monastery 
operated an uranium mine and the access to it was limited.

Currently, Seslavtsi Monastery is abandoned and the only preserved building is the church. It dates from the early 
17th century and is a single-nave* and apse** building with a narthex***, a spacious interior and rich decoration 
with murals. Three layers of paintings were found, the most well preserved is the one of 1618, made by the  famous 
Bulgarian writer and painter Pimen Zographski. The images represent scenes of biblical  evangelical and mythical 
character and instructive stories. In the altar apse are the paintings of the Virgin with two archangels, Divine Liturgy 
and worshippers of Christ's sacrifice. On the south and north side are deployed the Christological cycles - "Birth of 
Jesus Christ", "Resurrection " and "Descent into Hell". Below stand the images of  the Sofia martyrs - St. Georgi 
Novosofiyski and St. Nikola Novosofiyski, painted by the Samokov artist Kosta Valyov in the 19th century. The 
entire west wall is occupied by a large composition, representing the lineage of Christ. The church is closed for 
visitors.

* Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it

*** Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

Accommodation and food: Neither food nor accommodation are offered.  
Transport: 
The Monastery is reached by driving down an asphalt road that starts from the village of Seslavtsi, and 
then taking a dirty offroad for about a kilometer more up in the mountain. We would recommend that visitors ask 
local people for the right way as the large number of dirty offroads above the village make it hard to find the 
Monastery.



Shiyakovski Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Sofia 


Location:
 Shiyakovski Orthodox Monastery "St. Archangel Michael" is in the town of Kostinbrod. The Monastery 
is situated at about 14 km northwest from Sofia towards passage Petrohan and at 1 km above Kostinbrod on the road 
for the city of Lom. 

History and general info: 
There are no definite information about the time of the establishment of Shiyakovski 
Monastery "St. Archangel Michael". The most famous legend of its occurrence relates to the reign of Tsar Ivan 
Shishman. Other information dates its existence since the time of the Byzantine rule. Despite the lack of conclusive 
evidence for the time of its occurrence, it is certainly clear that it existed during the Ottoman rule.
A personal friend of Vasil Levski from Legion of Rakovski - Genadi Ihtimanski - was abbot of the Monastery in 
1870 to 1871. On his initiative in 1871 in the Monastery came Levski, where was established the secret 
revolutionary committee of Kostinbrod.

In 1929, after the proposal of Svilen Zdravkov, resident of Kostinbrod, the dilapidated building of the Monastery 
was abandoned and was built the existing building at 4-5 m in southern direction. Today the church is the only 
surviving building in the Monastery of all the old residential and domestic buildings, which are now ruined.
In recent years, were taken great cares for the preservation and renovation of the Monastery

Accommodation and food: Accommodation is offered both in rooms with own bath and such without. Booking 
beforehand is recommended due to the relatively small number of rooms.
Transport: 
After leaving the town of Kostinbrod towards Petrokhan Passage, across the turn for Dragovishtitsa 
village will see a sign indicating the location of the Monastery. It can be reached by rugged dirt road after about 400 
meters. If you prefer to first look at the town of Kostinbrod, after entry into Shiyakovtsi district there are placed 
signs leading to the Monastery.



Shuma Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Sofia 


Location:
 The Shuma Monastery “St Archangel Michael”, also known as the Lopushna Monastery, is situated in 
the adjacent lands of the Shuma village, some 40km to the west of the capital city of Sofia. The Monastery lies in the 
northern foots of the Chepun mountain, a part of the Western ridge of the Balkan mountain, and in close proximity to 
Lopushna (Reketo) – one of the residential districts of Shuma village. The Monastery is about 6 km away from the 
town of Godech and 1km away from the village of Shuma.

History and general info: 
Shuma Monastery was founded in the 11th century. It was  restored in the 19th century, 
thanks to the vision of a boy. Bulgarians did not initially believe him, but the Turks decided to check and when they 
saw that indeed there are remains of an old Monastery, permitted its recovery. Today's church was built on the 
foundations of an older, much larger church. The construction of the temple lasted from 1861 to 1863 and in 1864 it 
was was inaugurated. The entire interior of the temple is decorated with frescoes. According to some art experts the 
decorative system of the scenic decoration is in the style of the widespread one during 16th-17th century, with the 
usual - large medallions of Jesus Christ and angels in the vault. Above the door on both sides of the donor's 
inscription are depicted the Great Martyrs St. George and St. Dimitar and in a niche in the north wall - St. Archangel 
Michael. Much of the murals are deleted.

The main part of the icons in the iconostasis are work of art by Renaissance masters from Southwest Bulgaria.
In the courtyard there are five votive cross: one in front of the west facade of the temple and the other four - on the 
lawn south of the temple.

In the south part of the surrounding wall there are foundations of a bell tower erected in 1891. East of the church was 
built the Monastery fountain with two bronze spouts with Orthodox Cross and erased donor's inscription.
The Monastery consists of a church, residential and domestic buildings. The church is small, single apse and with 
one nave. Currently Shuma Monastery is still functioning without monks

Accommodation and food: 
Nowadays there are no conditions for accommodation at the Shuma Monastery, but 
there is plan for construction of a residential building for guests, an alcove and a chapel for which donations are 
being raised. During the summer, guests can prepare barbecue and other food in the yard of the Monastery.

Transport: 
The road from Sofia to the Monastery leads through the town of Kostinbrod, village of Buchin Prohod 
and then the left turn at the intersection before Petrohan – in direction to Godech village and Shuma village. 
Immediately after the village there is asphalt turn left that leads to Lopushna / Reketo /. In the center, right by the bus 
stop beside the fountain, there is a dirt road. This road leads down and north to the foot of the mountain where the 
Monastery is located. There are hand-made ?signs.

Contact phones: 0898/478391  
 


Skravena Monastery “St. Nicholas”

Region: Sofia 


Location:
 The Skravena Monastery “St Nicholas” is situated outside the village of Skravena in northern direction, 
some 1.5km away from the E-79 main road. The village of Skravena is a part of the Botevgrad municipality, Sofia 
district. The Monastery is clearly seen from the E-79 road, as it lies on a hill.

History and general info: 
The Monastery was founded during the Second Bulgarian Empire, andl later was 
destroyed a few times by the Ottomans. In 1938 - 1941 were conducted excavations on the site of the ruined 
Monastery and were found the foundations of the temple, which was burned and covered with earth. It was restored

in 1947 and now is regularly functioning. The Monastery complex consists of a spacious single-nave church with 
an emporia (balcony), a tripartite narthex with a bell tower above it and a residential building. In "St. Nicholas" are 
conducted baptisms and weddings. In the yard there is a huge old oak.

Accommodation and food: 
Food is not offered, but the Monastery avails of a dining hall with a fireplace for some 
15 people. Accommodation is possible for up to 6 people following prior warning. Wedding and baptizing 
ceremonies are carried out at “St. Nicholas” by the parish priest. 

Transport: From the Monastery one can reach Botevgrad (around 7 km) by third class and first class road to the 
south.

Contact phones: 0887123 641 


Skravena Monastery “Holy Transfiguration”

Region: Sofia 


Location: The Monastery "Holy Transfiguration" (known also as Skravena monastery) is located in the Batkun 
area in the Lakavishki ridge of The West Fore Balkan Mountains, at about 4 km north of the village of Skravena.    
History and general info: 
Skravena Monastery "Holy Transfiguration" was founded during the Second Bulgarian 
Empire, destroyed by the Turks, but was restored by St. Pimen Sofiyski in 1608. In the 19th century the Monastery 
was again destroyed, but in 1930 was restored. Currently, Skravena Monastery is not functioning. The complex 
consists of a single-nave and apse church, in which are preserved fragments of mural paintings, and a residential 
building.

Accommodation and food: Food is not offered. 

Transport: One can reach the Skravena Monastery from the village of Skravena.

Contact phones: 0887/ 123641 
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Sokolski Monastery “The Assumption of Holy Mother”





Region: Veliko Tarnovo 


Location: Sokolski Monastery “The Assumption of Holy Mother” is situated about 10km from the city of Gabrovo, 
close to the village of Charkovo and the ethnographic complex “Etara”. 
History and general info: 
Sokolski Monastery was founded in 1833 by Archimandrite Yosif, known later in the 
fight for religious autonomy as Uniate Archbishop Yosif Sokolski. The monastery was inaugurated on August 15, 
1834, by Tarnovo's Patriarchal Bishop Ilarion Kritski. In 1836 Yosif Sokolski opens a school in the monastery, 
where Neophit Bozveli was a teacher for a while. Yosiph Sokolski also revealed a literary center in the complex. On 
July 31, 1856 here settled Captain Dyado Nikola's band. Here was illuminated their flag. During the April uprising 
here was formed the band of voivode Tsanko Dyustabanov and from here the Gabrovo band started its way to the 
fights. Vasil Levski also founded a shelter here. During the Russo -Turkish War, the monastery was turned into a 
military hospital. A small museum exposition keeps relics of the struggle for liberation.

Until 1959, Sokolski Monastery was а male monastery and more than 100 monks, led by 15 abbots, served in it. In 
1836 Archimandrite Yosiph Sokolski founded in Gabrovo the convent "Holy Annunciation", which was blown up 
in 1959 and the nuns were moved in the Sokolski Monastery. In the northern part of the monastery the nuns settled 
the chapel "Holy Annunciation," which has two icons - "Jesus Christ" and "Holy Mother and child" - painted by 
Zahari Zograph.

Nowadays, the Sokolski convent is functioning. The current church was built in 1834  and is a beautiful singlenave*  and apse** building with one dome, two conchas*** and an open narthex****. The murals in it are made by 
priest Pavel and his son Nikolay Popovich from thevillage of Shipka and they date from 1862.
The icon of "Holy Mother and child" is set in a small iconostasis on the left side of the church and is considered 
miraculous. In the middle of the courtyard there is a beautiful fountain of white stone, with eight spouts - falcons. It 
was built by master Kolyo Ficheto in 1865.

* Nave – Naos (Greek: naos - Temple) is a term in the sacred (church) architecture describing the inner part of a 
temple.

** Apse  -  In the architecture apse is called the semicircular, sometimes polygonal projection of buildings and 
arched domed parts inside of it.

*** Conch - (from Latin “concha”- clam, shell) means a semicircular niche, which is situated on the north and south 
temple walls of the cross dome (triconchal) Byzantine and Romanesque churches.

**** Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

Accommodation and food:
The Monastery offers accommodation with the prices per bed being 10 leva for a room 
with a bathroom and 7 leva - for a room with a shared bathroom on the floor. Just outside the monastery visitors can 
have a meal at a small pub.

Transport: The Monastery is easiest to reach by car from the town of Gabrovo; the road is well-signed.
Contact phones: +359 66 801 763; +359 887 729 906 
 

Sokolski Monastery, Photo: Ivelin Mincov


Sopot Monastery “St. Spas”

Region: Plovdiv 


Location: Sopot Monastery is located about at1 km on the north of Sopot, in the foothills of the Balkan Mountains. 
The monastery is situated 5 km. from Karlovo and 19 km. from Kalofer.
History and general info: 
Sopot Monastery was established in the late 12th century and is the continuator and 
successor of the other monastery in Sopot's lands - "Holy Trinity." The latter disappeared around 11-12 century. 
Sopot monastery was endowed with rights and certificates from the Bulgarian tsar Smilets. These certificates were 
kept in the monastery until 1870, when they were handed over to the Bulgarian Revival activist Nayden Gerov -  
diplomat of a Russian service, to publish them. What happens to them is unknown, but it is thought they are kept in a 
Russian archive.

In the 19th century in the monastery there was a church school and a singing school. In 1828, abbot Parteniy makes a 
copy of the "Slav-Bulgarian History" in the monastery. In Sopot Monastery, Neofit Rilski and a wealthy man from 
Koprivshtitsa - Valko Chalakov, decided to found new Bulgarian schools in Koprivshtitsa and Plovdiv. The satirical 
newspaper "Osten" was also published in the Monastery.

On December 7, 1858, in the Sopot Monastery, Vasil Ivanov Kunchev of Karlovo (Vasil Levski) was ordained a 
deacon and took the name Ignatiy. In 1875 the revolutionary Todor Kableshkov resumed the Sopot revolutionary 
committee in the Monastery.

During the Russo-Turkish War (1877 - 1878 ) the Sopot Monastery was burned, and only the altar of the church 
survived. In 1879 the monastery was rebuilt in the time of Abbot Raphaol and has since retained its present look.
Currently, the Sopot Convent is functioning. It acquired its present appearance in 1879, when a new church was 
built and the Monastery fences were constructed. At the altar are preserved some of the old murals, made by the 
icon-painter Georgi Danchev. Today's mural paintings are dating from the 70s of the 19th century and are made by 
Plovdiv artists.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered. 

Transport:
 The road to the Monastery starts as an offroad to the left from the Sub-Balkan Sofia-Bourgas main road, 
if one travels from Sofia. The offroad is an asphalt one and starts just before one enters the town of Sopot. This road 
leads not only to the Monastery, but also to a lift station and a paragliding base. The distance from the Sub-Balkan 
main road to the Monastery is about 1km.

Contact phones: +359 66 801 763; +359 887 729 906 


Strupets Monastery “St. Elias the Prophet”

Region: Montana


Location: Strupets Monastery is situated in the Iskar Gorge near the village of Strupets, at about 20 km from 
Mezdra and 35 km from the town of Vratsa.
History and general info: 
Strupets Monastery was founded during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. Close to the 
Monastery there was a market-place (or so called in Bulgarian “tarzhishte”), which is why it was also known as 
“Tarzhishki”. During the fall of Bulgaria under Ottoman rule the Monastery was burned. It is believed that the 
temple was built in the sixteenth century, but there are opinions that it may have been built in the fourteenth century. 
The mural paintings “Entry into Jerusalem", "The Assumption of Mary" and others are from the sixteenth century.
The renewal of the Monastery began in 1824, when the rich Dimitraki hadzhi Toshin from Vratsa hired craftsmen 
who worked through the night to make the roof of the church. Probably during this period the renewed Monastery 
was granted to Cherepish Monastery for his convent. In 1851 with funds from the local people began the 
construction of a new residential part. The three-storey building, about 55 meters long, was completed in 1857. On 
its ground floor there are farm premises, and on the other two floors -18 monastic cells, guest rooms and a winter 
church.

In 1862, next to the church, was built a beautiful stone fountain with four spouts decorated with stone reliefs. Over 
the years, the Monastery was a spiritual and religious center. Here have found shelter the fighters for national 
liberation from Ottoman rule - Vasil Levski, Nikola Obretenov and others. During the 80s of the twentieth century, 
began the restoration of the murals in the Strupets Monastery. In 1991 in the Monastery complex was built a second 
church dedicated to St. Elias the Prophet.

Today, Strupets Monastery is a constantly functioning Monastery and is a complex of impressive three-storey 
building, two churches, the beautiful fountain and farm buildings.

"St. Elias the Prophet" offers accommodation. Its holiday is on July 20.

Accommodation and food: Strupets Monastery offers beds for 55 people with a private bathroom in the rooms.

Transport: Strupets Monastery can be reached by the road from Mezdra to the town of Roman. The Monastery can 
be reached also by train – one has to get off at the stop in Roman.

Contact phones: +359 9123 2053; +359 889149 014


Teteven Monastery “St. Prophet Iliya”

Region: Montana


Location: Teteven Monastery is located at the southern foot of Ostrets peak in the northeast part of the city of 
Teteven.
History and general info: 
According to a legend, the Monastery was founded during the reign of Tsar Ivan 
Shishman (years 1371-1395), who endowed the monastery with wooden silver plated cross, with depicted gospel 
scenes. Another legend suggests that the Monastery existed since the 11th century. First more specific information 
about the Monastery date from year 1600 - in missal, today stored in the National Church Historical and 
Archaeological Museum in Sofia. Indirect evidences of the Monastery are received from different books, files and 
other documents from 16th and 17th century. Here were also kept incunabula books from 18th century and icons 
from the 17th and 18th  century also. Before the Liberation Teteven Monastery was a literacy center with a church 
school and a library. It was visited by leaders of the national movement.

Today are preserved the church and a single residential building. The church is seen as unique with its 5 conchas* 
and two domes on high drums, but only the eastern apse and both conchas are original (17th century); the other two 
conchas and second dome were built in 1869. The temple is without a narthex** and has a western entrance and a 
doorway in the southwest concha.

The Monastery has remains of mural in two layers: from 17th century in the altar part and from the 19th century 
inside the church, which are supposed to be painted by Ivan Dospevski. The iconostasis is from the 19th century and 
is a work of art by masters from Teteven or Tryavna. Especially interesting are the icons of the 18th century of "St. 
Iliya", "Christ Almighty", "John the Baptist", "St. Konstantin and Elena" and "Archangels fair".

* Conch - (from Latin “concha”- clam, shell) means a semicircular niche, which is situated on the north and south 
temple walls of the cross dome (triconchal) Byzantine and Romanesque churches.

** Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered. 
Transport: Teteven Monastery is located within the town of Teteven and it can be easily reached on foot.  


Tran Monastery “St. Archangel Michael”

Region: Sofia 


Location:
 The Tran Monastery “St. Archangel Michael” lies at about 2km. to the north of the town of Tran. The 
Monastery complex consists of a church and a residential building.

History and general info: Tran Monastery was founded during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. It is believed that 
it is coeval with the Poganovtsi and Odorovtsi Monasteries, as when the last one was demolished materials were 
transferred here. During the years of the Ottoman rule the Monastery was not only once devastated. However, the 
Monastery managed to revive and sometimes reached a numerous monk brotherhood, up to - seventy monks.
The Monastery has been associated with the national Liberation struggles of the Bulgarian people in Tran region. A
legend had crowned this place with the wonderful feats of Golcha Voivode from the village of Glavanovtsi, who 
with his band had assisted in the construction of the Monastery at the end of 17th century.

During the Ottoman rule the Monastery was a center of education. There was a small school also. During the 
Bulgarian Renaissance there was founded Tran revolutionary committee. In 1874 the Monastery was attacked by 
Circassians and was put on fire, but fortunately was not completely burned.

After Liberation, the Monastery was in Serbian possession for 18 months. Then Serbian professors Tsviich, 
Hristich etc. following Serbian politics to destroy Bulgarian ethnicity obliterated the inscriptions (preserved until 
that time inscriptions indicated that the church was built in year 1600) and stole the Monastery's archives, which 
stored valuable information about the origin of life of the Monastery. Today, of the former Monastery "St. 
Archangel Michael" has survived only the monastic church. Residential and farm buildings, rebuilt in recent 
decades, now do not exist. The Monastery temple is a one nave, triconchal church, to the body of which was later 
attached narthex*, with the same building techniques, architectural style and exonarthex of newer time. The 
original church was with extended nave, with semicircular deep apse and with two semicircular outside and inside 
pevnitsi /singer spots/. The three conchas are cut by small loophole windows. In the center of the building through 
arches and pendentives was built octahedral drum on which stands the spherical dome. On the drum between the 
columns there are seven windows which enhance the lighting of the temple. 

Today Tran Monastery is functioning, but without monks. The only remaining building in the Monastery is "St. 
Archangel Michael" church built in 1680. It is a triconchal, cruciform building constructed by travertine and beams 
and with dome with seven angles. It is typical for the so-called "Athonite type" churches, featuring the following 
elements: dome, three conchas** (apse and two pevnitsi) and narthex. At the altar is preserved a large marble slab 
with cult purpose, which inscription indicates that it is of the time of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (161 - 180 g.) in 
Latin.

Of all the Tran's church frescoes have survived only some fragments which are differentiated with two layers of 
drawings. The first refer to 14th century, and the second were frescoed in 1643 and include the compositions 
"Communion of the Apostles", "Pilgrimage to the victim", "Christ in the grave", etc.

Accommodation and food: Food and accommodation are not offered.

Transport: It takes 10 minutes to reach the Monastery on foot down a path that starts from a good asphalt road. No 
signs are to be found, however.

Contact phones: 0888 658355 


Troyan Monastery “Holy Mother's Assumption”

Region: Lovech 


Location: The Troyan Monastery, which is the third largest in Bulgaria, is picturesquely situated on the banks of the 
Cherni Osam river, close to the village of Oreshak, at 10 km from Troyan. 
History and general info: 
Troyan Monastery was founded in the early 17th century by several Athonite monk 
hermits, who on their way to Wallachia brought with them a miraculous icon of the St Virgin Troeruchnitsa /Three 
handed/, which is a copy of the old miraculous icon in Hilendar Monastery (14th century). Initially there was built a 
small wooden church, called "Virgin Birth", a monastic residence and inn.

According to the legend, a little later on his way to Wallachia here came another Athonite monk, carrying with him a 
miraculous icon of the St Virgin Troeruchnitsa. Subsequently as many times he attempted to leave and go on, the 
icon somehow still came back to the Monastery. So finally he left it there and went on alone.

At the time of Abbot Kalistriy the Monastery was defeated by Turkish band, and he himself – slayed. In the first half 
of the 18th century at the time of Abbot Hristofor were carried out the first important constructions in the Monastery 
and were built some new buildings and organized water supply for the Monastery. At that time there started 
functioning a church school also. Around 1780 Abbot Pahomiy organized the construction of a new, this time stone 
cathedral church.

Since the midst 18th century in the cloister functioned a church school, which educated prominent clerics, like Yosif 
Sokolski, Onufriy Gabrovski and others. In the second half of the 18th century abbot Pahomiy organized the 
construction of a new cathedral, later expanded in 1812. At this time east of the Monastery was built the „skit“ /small 
monastic settlement / "St. Nikola".

In 1830 a special deed of Constantinople Patriarch declared the Troyan Monastery as a „stavropigialen“ (i.e. under 
the direct jurisdiction of the supreme ecclesiastical authority and self-managing) and abbot Parteniy built a second 
„skit“ dedicated to "St. John the Baptist".

In 1832 year abbot Parteniy build a new second skit dedicated to "St. John the Baptist“, later given the name" 
Zelenikovets" /Greeny/ from the area where it was raised. During the same year were raised funds for building a 
new cathedral. The Sultan was persuaded for issuing the construction firman by Stoyan Beylikchi in March 1835. 
Construction started immediately and was completed in July, and in August Veliko Tarnovo Metropolitan Hilarion 
consecrated the temple in the name of "The Assumption of Holy Virgin."

In the early 19th century the Monastery was already quite large. Residential buildings that surround the courtyard 
were two and even three-story - something extremely rare for the epoch. In the northwestern corner was a residential 
defense tower. Most of these buildings were built in the time of Paisiy, who after 1785 was abbot for a full 32 years. 
His piece of work was the construction at the end of 17th century of the skit "St. Nikolai Chudotvorets" /Miracle 
man/ east of the Monastery. One of the subsequent abbots - Parteniy erected in year 1820 a new fence wall, but 
Dervish Pasha of Vidin region accused him of raising a fortress in help to Ipsilanti, so he was thrown into the Lovech 
prison for several months. In year 1830 after continuous proceeding on behalf of the clergy, the Monastery was 
recognized as a „stavropigialen“ – under the authority of the Patriarchate of Constantinople. In 1835 the housings in 
the Troyan Monastery were expanded and was built a new church - "The Assumption of Holy Virgin", an 
achievement by Master Konstantin from the village of Peshtera. During the period 1847-1848 it was painted by the 
famous artist Zahari Zograf. For frescoing the newly built church was invited one of the most famous Renaissance 
artists - Zahari Zograf.

At the same time were built and today's existing residential housings from the east, north and west and a small 
wooden chapel "Birth of Holy Virgin". In 1865 master Ivan from the village of Mlechevo built 5-storey bell tower.
The Troyan Monastery was also a refuge for rebels and revolutionaries. Here in 1872 Vasil Levski organized a 
secret revolutionary monk committee, led by the abbot Makariy. At the outbreak of the April uprising in the 
Monastery was established a command post for Voevodes Panaiot Volov, George Ikonomov and Toma Hitrov. 
During the Russo-Turkish Liberation War Father Makariy transformed the complex into hospital for Russian 
soldiers. In Troyan Monastery was a novice the future Bulgarian Patriarch Maxim who is buried in the Monastery 
church behind the icon of St. Virgin Troeruchnitsa. The Monastery is one of the three Stauropegial Monasteries in 
Bulgaria (the other two are the Rila and Bachkovski). Nowadays, the Monastery complex includes a church, 
residential and commercial buildings, as well as two skits - "St. Nikolay" and "St. John the Baptist". The monastic 
space consists of three yards: North – for farming, medium – for guest (pilgrimage) and south – for prayer, where the 
church is located. The three-storey residentials were built in the period 1835-1855 and are in Bulgarian Renaissance 
style. The main church in Troyan Monastery Holy Mother's Assumption was built in 1835 by master Konstantin of 
the village of Peshtera. Along with the traditional scenes "Christ Almighty," "Nine angelic ranks", "Prophets", " 
Evangelists" scenes "Holidays", "Miracles of Christ" in a central place – across the altar Zahary Zograf has painted 
the image of St. St . Kiril and Metodiy, St. Michael Bolgarin and Sofia new martyrs - St. George Sofiyski and St. 
Nichola Sofiyski.

In the main church of the Monastery is stored the sanctuary of the Troyan Monastery - icon „Holy Virgin 
Troeruchitsa" which is an work of  art by Tryavna icon painters. According to the Monastery chronicle this icon was 
brought from Mount Athos Monasteries and left here in 17th century with the foundation of the Monastery. 
Wood carvings are richly advocated in the Monastery. The oldest one is the thread of the iconostasis in skit "St. 
Nikola". It features the stylistic elements of the Tryavna school and is signed by the monk Kiprian in 1794.
The Monastery offers rooms with private bathroom and hall for food. Around there are some good restaurants where 
you can try the famous plum rakia, distilled according to ancient monastic recipes.


Accommodation and food: 
The Monastery's buildings have a vast hotel part with modernly equipped rooms while 
there are a few pubs and snack stalls all over the place. One can taste here the famous plum brandy made according 
to ancient recipes at the Monastery itself.

Transport: The Monastery is easy to reach down a signed asphalt road from the town of Troyan, on the way to the 
Oreshaka holiday city.

Contact phones: 06952/2866; 06952/2480 


Ustrem Monastery “Holy Trinity”

Region: Stara Zagora 


Location: The Ustrem Monastery “Holy Trinity”, known also as the Vakuf Monastery or the Haydushki Monastery, 
is situated in the Sakar mountain, some 3km away from the village of Ustrem (known as Vakuf until 1934).
History and general info: 
It is assumed that Ustrem Monastery was founded in the 14th century. At the beginning 
of the next century its name appears in Ottoman documents. The cloister was ruined several times and then rises 
again. Close to the Monastery is a rock cave known as the "The Shabby Church". In it there are remains of an old 
painting that relates the establishment of the Monastery with someone of the famous hermits in the 14th century, 
inhabited the caves in Strandzha and Sakar.

Perhaps at the beginning of Kardzhalimen /robbers gangs/ unrest, the chapel and the Monastery suffered seriously. 
At the end of the 18th century and the beginning of 19th  century, the area came under the temporary protection of 
Indzhe Voivode /rebel leader/ who took care of the Vakuf Monastery. It is really possible that he himself sent the 
famous rebel leader Hristo Voivode, who was already of age and had a desire to leave the secular life, to restore the 
cloister. According to some historical records, the leader Hristo became a monk under the name Hrisant and initially 
lived in the known already cave. Then he invited the inhabitants of the surrounding villages Vakuf (Ustrem), Novo 
Selo (Mramor), Srem and others to begin the restoration of the Monastery. Thus comes one of the names of the 
Monastery - Haydushki. During the Russo-Turkish War of 1828-29 Ustrem Monastery was destroyed, but in 1836 it 
was again restored. Then was built the present church "Holy Trinity" and to its body were built up the walls of the 
old one nave temple "St. St. Apostles Peter and Pavel”.

During the time of abbot Father Nikandri from the village of Vakuf (between 1858 and 1870.) Ustrem Monastery 
was turned into a fortress of the Bulgarian spirit and shelter for the people of this region, despite of the intense
propaganda, conducted by the Greek clergy. In 1875 the Greek clergy and Bulgarian people, who pretended to be 
Greek, were able to drive away abbot Nikandriy and not until 1898 the Monastery became again Bulgarian. By 1909 
the Monastery was male. In mid-August 1909 it housed 50 nuns from the village of Studena, Elhovo region. Abbess 
Evpraksia, wandered across Bulgaria and Russia, and brought many grants that helped pay the huge Monastery 
debts.

Currently, the east wing of the Monastery building is under reconstruction after it was radically burnt in 1951. Still 
are being collected the necessary funds for completion of the repairs. Until 1909 Ustrem Monastery was male, but 
the same year from the village of Studena, Elhovo came to the cloister about fifty nuns and for manager was selected 
nun Evpraksiya. She was energetic and selfless abbess and wandered Bulgaria and Russia to collect funds for the 
Monastery. In 1910 the abbess died and her successors became nuns, Calliopa, Agata, Irina, Haritina, Evfimiya and 
Filoteya, who sacrificed much of their lifetime for the welfare of Ustrem Monastery. The longest time served as a 
Monastery governor was the clergyman Ivan Dimitrov, who spent almost 30 years there.

Currently Ustrem women convent is functional and is the largest of all the preserved Monasteries in the region of 
Strandzha and Sakar mountains. Ustrem Monastery has two fountains also, as one of them is with a stone with 
images of St. Peter and St. Pavel, which nowadays is stored in the National History Museum in Sofia.
In 1951 in Ustrem Monastery fire broke out and part of the Monastery buildings in the east and north wing were 
destroyed, but then gradually ran their reconstruction. Every year on 16 June is celebrated the Monastery fair.
Accommodation and food: The Monastery welcomes guests from all over the country throughout the year. Its 
capacity is 40 beds. In the month of June each year (on June 16th), people from nearby and distant towns and 
villages flock to the Monastery to celebrate its holiday and the accompanying fair. Reconstruction of the eastern 
wing of the Monastery that was destroyed by fire in 1851 is still pending. The engineering project for reconstruction 
of the building is already finished, but the Monastery continues to raise the needed funds.

Transport:
 The Ustrem monastery "Holy Trinity", known also as the Vakuf Monastery or the Haydushki 
monastery, is situated in the Sakar mountain, some 3km away from the village of Ustrem (known as Vakuf until 
1934). 

Contact phones: 04735/ 62 10 
 


Vakarel Monastery “St. Petka”

Region: Sofia


Location: Vakarel Monastery "St. Petka" is located in Vakarelska mountain – part of the mountain Ihtimanska 
Sredna gora, about 2 km south of the village of Vakarel.  
History and general info: 
The Monastery was established in 20th century and consists of a single nave and apse 
church and a dwelling building. The complex functions partially. Vakarelski monastery was а nunnery and is part of 
the Ihtiman Eparchy. The church's festival  is celebrated on the 14th of October.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered

Transport: By Vakarel there is a railway transportation, and also an asphalt road  - E80, which is parallel to 
highway "Trakia"..

Contact phones: 0882 259 578
 


Varna Monastery “St. St. Konstantine and Elena”

Region: Varna


Location:
 The “St. St. Konstantine and Elena” Monastery lies in the very centre of the St. St. Konstantine and Elena 
sea resort near Varna (8km. to the north of the town). In fact, the oldest sea resort in Bulgaria was built around the 
Monastery in 1908.

History and general info: 
There is no precise information exactly when the Monastery was founded. At the oldest 
icon in the church exists an inscription, from which it can be concluded that the Monastery was built in the 18th 
century. Between the two figures in the icon there is a quite damaged inscription which reads: "Due to intense fear of 
the Christians…….. in Constantinople,1713." 

From memories of older locals it gets clear that by the mid-20th century in the temple was preserved an old icon of 
the two saints – Konstantine and Elena. Perhaps it was made ?in Constantinople, then transported and putted in the 
iconostasis of the Monastery church. However, this is only a guess, because the oldest evidence for the existence of
a chapel and later a temple is from the time of Tsar Ivan Alexander - 1331 - 1371. During the Russo-Turkish War, 

Varna Monastery "St. St. Konstantine and Elena" was destroyed. A few years later, with the efforts of the two 
brothers Theodosius and Agapi Kantardjievi from Veliko Tyrnovo, the Monastery was restored. The brothers 
settled in the Monastery and with the help of revenues from the local population of the village Kestrich (today 
Vinitsa), built churches and schools, and helped the poor. Currently, the only remained building of the Monastery is 
the stone church, half sunken in the ground. The wooden dome of the church is particularly impressive with its 
almost round shape, and the rich decoration with carvings on the inside. To this day, the usual ministries are held in 
the church and quiet Church-Slavonic music sound in it. The entire complex consists of a church, bell tower, small 
courtyard and surrounding wall of stone and wood.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered

Transport: The Monastery is easy to find, as there are a number of signs that start to appear even before one enters 
the resort.

Contact phones: 0887 72 10 86, 0898 91 14 39, 052/ 36 20 76 
 


Velinovo Monastery “St. Mother of God”

Region: Sofia


Location:
 Velinovo Monastery is located about 2 km to the northeast of the village of Velinovo, at the foot of 
Ezdimirska mountain, on the left bank of Klisurska river.

History and general info: There are no reliable sources indicating the founding of Velinovo Monastery, but there 
are hypotheses, according to which the Monastery was created during the Second Bulgarian Empire. The preserved 
frescoes testify to the proximity to the painting in the Trun Monastery, made in the 7th century. There are opinions 
they are even made by the same artists. From the preserved inscriptions in the church, it is clear that it existed in 
1793 and the first half of the 19th century. Archimandrite Michail Baykushev settled in the monastery in 1836-1837, 
started to renovate it and became its abbot. In 1840, he opened a church school for the children of nearby villages. 
But in the same year, Michail Baykushev was thrown into the prison of Nis for revolutionary activity and the 
Monastery was destroyed.

Currently, Velinovo Monastery is abandoned, but from the former complex have remained the church and two 
buildings. The church is with a single nave and apse and half-cylinder vault. From the mural paintings in it are 
preserved only the altar part and the south side. The last abbot of the Monastery is monk Metodi. With his death in 
1960 the Monastery stopped functioning. Since then it has sunk into ruin.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered

Transport: One can reach the Velinovo Monastery on the way to the city of Tran – the exit for the Monastery is next 
to the village of Filipovtsi.
 


Viskyar Monastery “St. St. Apostles Peter and Paul”

Region: Sofia


Location:
 Viskyar Monastery "St. St. Apostles Peter and Paul" is located on the southeastern slope of the Viskyar 
mountain, about 1.5 km north of the village of Rasnik.

History and general info: The Monastery is built on an old medieval church which was totally destroyed during 
the Ottoman rule. Now there are no visible traces from the old church above the ground. It is fully integrated into the 
contemporary monastic temple, built in the XX century. The small space, which it occupied, gives reason to think 
the church can be assigned to the one-spacial characteristic churches of the late Middle Ages. Besides the church, no 
other buildings of the former Monastery have remained. A few meters south of the temple, stands an old stone votive 
cross. Viskyar Monastery is currently functioning periodically. Every year on St. Peter' day, here is celebrated Holy 
Mass, with consecration and preparing of boiled mutton.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered
Transport: To the Monastery leads a dirt road, passable only in dry weather.


Vladaya Monastery “St. Petka”

Region: Sofia


Location:
 The Vladaya Monastery “St Petka” is located above the railway station of the Vladaya quarter of Sofia, 
on the opposite of  Vladaya village and across the main road that connects Sofia and the town of Pernik. It lies in the 
southern slope of the Lyulin Mountain and overlooks the Vladaya defile – the southwestern entrance to the capital 
city.

History and general info: 
It is assumed that the Monastery was founded during the Second Bulgarian Kingdom. In 
1328 it was torn down to the ground by the Crusaders, and all the  monks were killed. Before their death, the monks 
have placed a stone cross, beneath which they buried Gospel and two icons – of  St. Petka and St. Martyr. Nedelia, as 
the Monastery was dedicated to both of the saints. But in the 20th century the monastery was restored. Tsar 
Shishman often stayed at the Monastery on his way to the Rila Cloister. During his stay here, he generously donated 
the Monastery.

In later times – during the Ottoman rule – the Monastery had underground church. At this time, it also served as a 
rebels gathering place, as the rebels used to rest in the shades of the many oaks in the courtyard. Ten of these oaks 
could be seen today and all of them are several hundred years old. Vladaya Monastery is a women convent, 
functioning now and had acquired its present structure in 1902, when there was reconstructed the church "St. Petka 
", on the ruins of an old church. There are also a new chapel and a new church built. The Monastery has stone 
columns with candlesticks from 1911, which were donated by pilgrims from the village of Lukovo, Debar region. 
The complex consists of a church, residential and farm buildings and chapel, named "St. Nedelya" The iconostasis 
in the church is declared a monument of culture.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation is offered

Transport:
 The Monastery can be reached either on foot from the quarter of Vladaya, or by car. If one travels by car, 
he/she needs not to turn left to Vladaya from the main road that connects Sofia and Pernik, but instead should take a 
right-hand asphalt offroad just across the Vladaya quarter. This offroad first passes by several villas and cottages 
and then, in less than 1km away from the main road, leads straight to the gates of the Monastery. 



Vrachesh Monastery “St. Forty Martyrs”

Region: Sofia


Location: The Vrachesh Monastery “Stл Forty Martyrs” is located at 5 km to the west of the village of Vrachesh, 
which in turn lies another 5 km away from the town of Botevgrad.
History and general info: 
According to historical records, the Monastery was built during the Second Bulgarian 
Kingdom in honor of the victory of Ivan Asen II over despot Todor Komni at Klokotnitsa. It was founded as a male, 
but in 1937 it turns into women and is still convent today. The Monastery was burned down and rebuilt several 
times. During the invasion of the Turks in the 14th century it was partially burned, and in the 18th century was it 
destroyed completely and it ceases to exist. At the end of the 19th century Vrachesh Monastery was reconstructed, 
as according to legend, the Virgin Mary appeared to a local youth shepherd while grazing his flock beneath the 
Monastery pear and ordered him to restore the Monastery. Due to provided excavations were found foundations of 
monastic temple, bones of dead monks, fragments of wooden chandelier, censer and undamaged icon of the Virgin 


Mary (dating from the 17th c.). In 1981 on the existing foundations of the old temple was constructed a small church 
and gradually around it was built the rest of the Monastery complex. The new church is a one nave, no dome and 
with two narthex - indoor and open outdoor one. Over the outdoor narthex* stands the belfry. The complex has 
residential and farm buildings and unique garden, a masterpiece of garden mastery. All in the complex is an 
achievement of the nuns.

* Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church 

Accommodation and food: not offered, 
Transport: 
The Monastery is reached down a decent asphalt road that starts from the town of Botevgrad and passes 
through the village of Vrachesh. Once at the Monastery one can take a 20-30min walk down a path to the east that 
leads to the holy spring of the Monastery, the water of which is believed to be curative.

Contact phones: 0723/3328; 07134/2432 


Zelenikovets Monastery “St. John the Baptist”

Region: Lovech


Location: The Monastery is located in the Zelenikovets area close to the Troian parts of the Balkan mountain, about 
8 km southeast of the Troyan Monastery, about 5 km south of the village of Cherni Osam.
History and general info: 
The Monastery was founded in 1832 by the abbot of that time  - Parteniy. Soon after its 
creation, it was burned, and during the April uprising it was destroyed by the Turkish troops in pursuit of the 
detachment of Filip Totyu. It was restored in 1913 and in 1914 was raised and consecrated its church. The 
iconostasis is crafted ?by Master Filip Makedonetsa /Philip the Macedonian/, who is an alumnus of Debar school. 
The complex consists of a church, and several residential and farm buildings, the oldest one of which is from 1872. 
The church is with three naves, apse and dome, pseudo basilica with open narthex* and belfry tower above it.

* Narthex -  Hall entrance to a church.

Accommodation and food: Visitors can be put up for the night in simple conditions and are more than 
compensated by the incredible beauty and peace of the place.

Transport: 
Zelenikovets Monastery can be reached departing from the village of Cherni Osam to the town of 
Troyan towards the mountain. After about three - four kilometers. outside of the village is HPP "Cherni Osam" (you 
can get there by car). Across the road from the HPP behind a blue shack starts very well signed path to the 
Monastery, which takes about 2 hours and a half. During the first 30-something minutes the slope is steep. Then it 
passes by a spring with fountain with a spot for relaxation and then goes on to a hamlet of a few houses, called 
"Glushka" Further, the route crosses Leshnishki dol /a dingle/, goes up to its highest point , and then descends to 
Zelenikovets Monastery.



Zemen Monastery “St. John the Theologian”

Region: Sofia


Location:
 The Zemen Monastery, named “St. John the Theologian”, is situated just outside the town of  Zemen, 
about 15 km down the main road from Sofia to the town of Kyustendil and the border checkpoint of Gyeshevo. It is 
located in a beautiful area in the foots of the Konyavska mountain, not far away from the Zemen defile in the valley 
of the Struma river.

History and general info: 
The Monastery was founded in the 11th century, consists of a church, bell tower and two 
other buildings. The church is a simple cube-formed premise with dimensions: length 9.18 m; width 8.71 m; height 
of 7 meters (11.20 with coupola). It is built with precisely carved travertine* blocks sticked by mortar** solder. 
During the renovations of the monastery in the 19th century the church obtained a direct entrance from the yard to 
the altar. The altar is a massive stone surface, with floor consists of colorful marble and stone pieces. The frescoes in 
the church are from the 11th and 14th century and refer to the so-called National trend in the arts of the Second 
Bulgarian Kingdom which is not included in the official trends in our medieval wall frescoes painting. The only 
preserved image of the frescoes is the one of St. Anna. Later created images of St. Ivan Rilski and St. Kliment 
Ohridski, despot Deyan and his wife Doya and others, are also preserved. The church is declared for being a national 
culture monument.

*travertine - tuff, used for construction and lining.

**mortar  - type of binding agent, prepared by mixture of sand, lime and water.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered
 


Zlatar Monastery “St. Peter and Paul”

Region: Plovdiv


Location: It is located in the area called “The Мonasteries” in the territory of Shoumen municipality and between 
settlements Zlatar and Ivanski.
History and general info: 
The Monastery exists since the times of the First Bulgarian Empire. After the fall of 
Bulgaria under Ottoman rule it was destroyed in 1937 but was rebuilt with the assistance of the local population. In 
1993, again with the help of the local people was built a new church. Close to the church there is a holy spring that is 
considered curative and healing  rheumatism and eczema.

Accommodation and food: Neither food, nor accommodation are offered

Transport: Exit to Zlatar Monastery is on the way from Shumen to Smiadovo shortly after Ivanski.
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